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Cover Title: The title and title page layout were inspired by the short-lived
newspaper 7he Voice of Vanport whose motto was “News of Vanport —
By Vanporters — For Vanporters.”

Cover Photo: One of the several ham radio stations set up at the Red
Cross Portland headquarters during the disaster. A WRL Globe Trotter
transmitter is paired with a Hammarlund HQ-129-X receiver. The
exhausted expressions tell the story of the long hours served by
volunteers during the emergency. (courtesy of Portland Red Cross
Archives).

What a difference a day makes. Vanport before and after the flood.
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Joe Naemura W/GXA 1941

Dedication

The Voices of Vanport is dedicated to the memory of Dr. Joe Naemura, W7CG, W7GXA.
Members of the Naemura Family were among the many Portlanders who lost their
Vanport homes on Memorial Day, 1948.

Introduction

To the surprise of many today, radio, as a leading communications medium in its day,

played a seemingly out-sized part in the 1948 flood event. Through these pages TI'll

share the results of my research into two important questions:

1. How did the 1948 flood impact commercial and amateur radio stations?

2. What roles did commercial and amateur radio stations play in providing warning,
informing the community, and coordinating aid during the emergency?

It is important to acknowledge the toll that the 1948 flood took on property and lives
throughout the Columbia River Basin. And it’s also important to acknowledge the issues
of inequity surrounding the Vanport Community. Now, seventy-five years later, the
thought of the Vanport flood still invokes feelings of sadness, loss, and frustration.

Much has already been written about the flood. By recounting a few weeks of the
region’s 100-year radio history, and giving ear to the Voices of Vanport, we hope to add
a previously untold piece to the mosaic.

Many people and organizations freely helped with this project and the updates. Please
refer to the list of acknowledgements at the end of the story.

Dan Howard, Northwest Vintage Radio Society Archivist, 2024
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On the Previous Page: An aerial view of the completed Vanport housing project ca.
1943. OHS negative #68762, Album 326, File 1689 (Courtesy Oregon Hisorical Society)
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Figure 1-1 "Where Northwest's Floods are Wreaking Havoc.” Arrows indicate where damage has been
caused by flooding and where future damage is expected as the Columbia continues to rise.
(The Oregonian 5/29/48)

The 1948 Flood

The Columbia River drainage basin
accepts water from British Columbia and
most of the northwestern United States
(Figure 1-1).

In May-June 1948, the perfect
combination of precipitation and
snowmelt drove many of the Columbia’s
tributaries into flood stage
simultaneously. In turn, the Columbia
River was outside of its banks for weeks

on end as the surplus water worked its
way down to the Pacific Ocean.
Communities from British Columbia to
Astoria, Oregon, were under flood watch
and many suffered significant losses.

For many Portlanders, the most
memorable part of the flood occurred on
Sunday May 30, 1948, when the
Vanport community in North Portland
was suddenly flooded. In a matter of
hours, a city with schools, grocery
stores, a post office, and homes for

Vanport Pg. 9



thousands was rendered uninhabitable
by flood waters that reached 15’ deep.

¥

Figure 1-2 A 1936 gas station map of North Portland shows the network of lakes, stregnig, and

So, what were the origins of Vanport
and what made it poised for
destruction?

RD

N.E. PRESCOTT %, ST
Shrinera &

g
A

sloughs that ran through the future sites of Vanport, Delta Park, and the Portland-Columbia airport.

“8,400 Acres of Overflow Land
Reclaimed”?!

The Columbia River emerges from its
narrow gorge just east of Portland.

Between Troutdale and the confluence
with the Willamette at Kelly Point, the
Columbia broadens and is bordered to
the south by a verdant flood plain. A
complex of creeks and sloughs drains

the Southshore area from east to west.

1 The headline “8400 Acres of Overflow
Reclaimed” topped a 1922 Engineering World

The Columbia Slough borders the flood
plain to the south. The Oregon Slough
separates the flood plain from Hayden
Island to the north.

Until the early 1900’s the flood plain
functioned naturally as it always had;
absorbing frequent spring and winter
overflows.

article proclaiming the progress of drainage
districts in achieving their goals.

Vanport Pg. 10



Figure 1-3 The Columbia Slough ca. 1900

Between 1907 and 1909 railroad lines
were laid across the flood plain to link
Portland with Vancouver, Washington.
The Spokane, Portland & Seattle (SP&S)
line ran straight across on a raised
sandy “fill” 2 about a mile west of the
current location of Interstate 5. The
Union Pacific track® curved in from the
southeast and a switchman’s shelter
was erected where the lines joined
midway across.

Although not designed as a flood control
structure, the SP&S railroad fill
comprised the first artificial barrier to
floodwaters in the Southshore
drainage.*

In the following years, publicly owned
drainage districts were formed to control
flooding and to dewater portions of the
Southshore flood plain so that the land
could be converted from grazing and

2 A temporary work trestle was built first. Then,
sandy material removed from the St. Johns cut
was dumped over the tracks to create an
earthen berm to carry the tracks. Clark pg. 352.
3 The Union Pacific’s trestle was covered over
with sandy material from the Peninsula tunnel
project. Clark pg. 352.

41In 1933, Multnomah County built the Portland
Road fill immediately west, and parallel to, the
railroad fill. In essence, the two fills form one

farm uses to industrial and commercial
purposes.

The area west of the railroad fill (the
Smith and Bybee Lakes area) was not
diked.”

Peninsula Drainage District No. 1
From the railroad fill east to the Denver
Ave fill5, Peninsula Drainage District No.
1 “Pen 1" built additional levies and
other infrastructure to control flooding
in the area where Vanport would
eventually be built. The northerly 1000’
of Pen 17 was a little higher than the
rest. The stockyards and the livestock
exchange were located here. Most of
the rest of the 951-acres in Pen 1 was
used for agriculture.

Peninsula Drainage District No. 2
Peninsula Drainage District No. 2 “Pen
2" managed the Delta Park Area.

Multnomah County Drainage
District

Multnomah County Drainage District
“MCDD" created infrastructure to control
flooding in the areas that would become
the Portland Airport and Airbase, farms,
and industrial areas east to Fairview.

In 1922, headlines announced that
8,400 of “overflow” had been reclaimed.

structure. Clark pg. 354. For this story, they
will be jointly referred to as the railroad fill.

> Large portions would eventually be filled,
however. A portion south of Smith and Bybee
Lakes became the St. John’s landfill. And, to the
north and west, fill materials were deposited to
create high ground for the Rivergate Industrial
Area and the marine terminals.

6 The fill under Denver Avenue was built by
Multnomah County in 1915-1916. Clark pg. 350.
7 Along Swift Blvd (now Marine Drive).

Vanport Pg. 11



Building the Community of Vanport

Mint and cabbage continued to be
farmed on the land in Pen 1 through the
1920’s and 1930’s. One of the first non-
agricultural uses was when KGW created
a radio transmitter site in the northeast
corner of the lowlands in 1931.8 They
were joined on their 90-acre site by
sister-station KEX in 1935.

A 1930’s survey of the Pen 1 drainage
area noted deficiencies in the levies.®

Private contractors worked to improve
the levies from plans prepared by The
Corps of Engineers.

When the improvements were
completed in September 1941, control
of the levies was turned back over to
Pen 1.10
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Figure 1-4 Vanport community map from Manly Maben’s book Vanport
enhanced to show the locations of the three area radio stations.

8 Craig Adams The KGW Radio Timeline
9 The survey did not address the privately-
owned railroad fill that formed the de facto
westerly dike.

10 Clark pg. 350
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By the summer of 1942, Henry Kaiser’s
Portland-area shipyards were employing
about 46,000 people building ships for
the war effort. As contracts for more
ships were let, Kaiser expected to
expand its yards and double its
employment with most of the new
workers coming to Portland from other
parts of the country. However, the
Portland housing stock was already
overtaxed. In July, Kaiser proposed
construction of 10,000 additional
dwelling units (4,000 in Vancouver, and
6,000 in Portland) to accommodate the
influx of workers.

Within Pen 1, 647 acres of lowlands
were available for potential
development, and the land was ideally
located between Kaiser’s three
Vancouver and Portland shipyards.
Though the land was low and had a
long history of flooding, the recently
improved levies provided some
assurance safety.

The Federal Government acquired the
land through condemnation and
construction began on Vanport, a
federal housing project. Kaiser
contracted with George H Buckler and
Wegman & Sons to develop the site.!!

Site preparation began at Vanport on
September 15, 194212, Building started
along Denver Avenue and moved north
and west.13 The first dwelling units
became available on December 12t and
the project was substantially completed
in August 1943.

11 Old Man River pg. 15
12 jbid
13 Franzen pg. 11

The task of creating a city, complete
with services and utilities, in just a few
months, during wartime was a
staggering undertaking requiring the
efforts of 7,000 men and women over
the course of the project. Prefabrication
and production line techniques were
used to expedite the project.

The finished city consisted of 703
apartment buildings and 17 multiple
dwelling units comprising 9,942
dwellings.

“The city boasted 50 miles of sidewalks,
8-1/2 miles of streets, ten acres of
parks, 65 acres of parking area, ten
road bridges, [and] a five-lane highway
bridge.”*

Services included 181 service annexes,
45 special public and service buildings,
an administrative center, a US post
office, five grade schools, six nursery
schools, a sheriff’s office, three fire
stations, five social buildings, a public
library, a movie theatre, a 130-bed
hospital, ten ice houses, service
stations, and grocery stores.!>

From the perspective of some who lived
there, “[t]he buildings were quickly and
cheaply built. With the exception of a
few single-story buildings at the east
end of the city, all of the apartment
buildings were constructed using an
identical design. On the first floor, there
were six two-bedroom apartments with
single-bedroom apartments located on
each end of the ground floor.

14 Old Man River pg. 15
15 Celebration pg. 9
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Figure 1-5 Announcing the August 12,1943 Vanport grand opening celebration (Oregonian 8/12/43)
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Access to the apartments was via a
stairwell situated between every two
apartments. Four of these apartment
buildings were connected to a central
plant that provided heat, hot water, and
electricity. Storage space for each
apartment building was also located in
that building, as well as a laundry facility
with four wringer washing machines.”16

At first, only people employed in
defense industries, such as Kaiser’s
shipyards or the ALCOA aluminum
plants, were allowed to apply for
housing in Vanport.!’

16 Skovgaard
17 Clark pg. 365

IET] [
—sm-o—m

Upon arrival in Vanport, most families
were assigned to a cramped two-
bedroom apartment. “Large families
were assigned adjoining two-bedroom
apartments on the second floor in the
same stairwell with a passage through
the wall so the two apartments could
function as one.”t8

“There was no insulation in the outer
walls of the building and no sound-
proofing material between the inner
walls, only plasterboard nailed to the
studding separated the rooms. Thus,
we could hear loud conversations or
radios in other apartments quite
easily.”?

Figure 1-6 Relaxing in a Vanport apartment (The Bo’s'n’s Whistle 11/26/1 942)

18 Skovgaard
19 Skovgaard
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Radio Station KXL

Figure 1-7 A KXL-sponsored dance at the
Vanport Community Building featured Byron
"Arkie” Benedict and his Jolly Cowboys (Vanport
Tribune 4/29/48) (Courtesy PSU Archives)

Vanport After the War

As the end of World War II neared,
fewer new ships were needed. Demand
for Vanport housing fell off as defense
jobs went away and workers left.
Remaining residents “in the western
part of Vanport were relocated to
apartments in the center or eastern end
of the project, or they were encouraged
to find housing outside of Vanport.”2°

Policies were changed to permit
veterans to rent apartments formerly
reserved for defense workers and
returning veterans with families
absorbed much of the available housing.

A front-page story in the Minidoka
Irrigator newspaper?! invited
Oregonians returning to Portland from
internment in Idaho to apply for housing

20 Skovgaard

21 Gov't Housing Available to Evacuees

22 Franzen estimated that the housing had an
economic life of about twenty years.

23 0ld Man River

in Vanport. Applications were being
accepted from those employed in
essential industries, those with family
members serving in the armed forces,
and those who had been discharged.

Housing at Vanport had always been
intended to be temporary.??2 From time-
to-time, particularly after the surrender
of Japan, some of the housing was
declared surplus. “October [1945] saw
the destruction of 1,204 dwelling units
west of Lake Street. Twenty-four 14-
unit buildings went to Los Angeles for
veteran’s housing. Others went to
Bremerton, to Corvallis, and to
Eugene.”3

“Early 1946 was the transition of
Vanport from the nation’s largest
community of war workers to a city of
veterans. Establishment of Vanport
Center College by the state board of
higher education completed the
metamorphosis. %4

By May 1948, 240 buildings, containing
approximately 4,000 dwelling units had
been removed.” “All of the housing at
Vanport west of Meadows Avenue and
most of the housing between Meadows
Avenue and Lake Street had been
removed."26

The State of the Slough

According to Larry Barber?’, at least
eleven lumber and shingle mills
operated on the Columbia Slough in the
1930’s and 1940’s.

24 Old Man River
25 Clark pg. 359
26 Clark pg. 359
27 Lawrence Barber “Columbia Slough”
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Towboats hauled log rafts to the mills
from logging operations throughout the
area. A raft of 200,000 to 250,00 board
feet might last a mill a month or less —
some mills used four to five million
board feet per year.

Just a few weeks before the flood, the
US Army Corps of Engineers was
considering spending $800,000 to
deepen and widen the channel for year-
around towing and barging.

28 When it was functioning, water from the 33
Ave canal helped “flush-out” the lower slough.
After the 1948 flood, the canal was plugged and

o7

§1

Following the 1948 flood, most of the
lumber and shingle mills along the
Columbia Slough closed down. The
1948 flood altered the channel. And
decreased flow caused water pollutants
to accumulate.?8 Both impacts
decreased the feasibility of industries
that were dependent on water
transportation.

The Vanport story continues in Part 4.

water flow through the lower slough diminished
substantially.
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On the Previous Page: “Grand Coulee Dam sees record flows” (J Boyd Ellis, Arlington,
Washington)
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Figure 2-1 As water begins to rise at KPQ’s transmitter site, equipment is loaded from a window
into waiting trucks for tranport to a higher location. (Sioux City Journal June 1, 1948)

KPQ Wenatchee Goes Rafting

The KPQ transmitter site, once known On May 28, aided by a team of house

as the “KPQ Ranch,” is a flat grassy movers, KPQ staff jacked the transmitter

patch on the westerly shore of the building several feet off of its

Columbia just downstream from the foundation. Then, six huge war-surplus

confluence with the Wenatchee River. rubber assault pontoons were inserted
under the building. Finally, the building

As the 1948 flood surge moved down was anchored directly over its old

the Columbia, and water rose inch-by- foundation to keep it from being swept

inch at the Wenatchee transmitter site, away.

KPQ station engineers used trucks to

remove non-essential equipment. Amazingly, when water eventually
overtopped the building’s foundation,

Then, when it was clear that the 30-ton building simply floated.

floodwaters would inevitably inundate
the site, an audacious plan was hatched
to lift the transmitter building, and an
estimated $35,000 in contents, above
the flood on rafts.

Vanport Pg. 20



Figure 2-2 KPQ's transmitter and towers. Despite the floodwaters cove

e QU e
ring the site,

surplus rafts inserted under building allow it to float like a houseboat. (7he Oscillator)

Though the building floated, the
feedlines to the transmitting towers
were lost early. “To keep the station in
operation, Chief Engineer George Frese
climbed one of the towers in the middle
of the night, in a howling gale, to hang
a shunt feed wire. He literally swam
around the transmitter building with a
pair of pliers in his teeth.”?® Throughout
the emergency, power and phone lines
to the building were maintained,
keeping KPQ on the air.

Transmitter techs commuted to and
from the floating building in rowboats
and worked wearing rubber life jackets.

On May 31, Manager Jim Wallace had
an emergency transmitter was delivered

2% The Oscillator pg. 20

to the downtown studios two miles
away “just in case.”

As you might expect, the transmitter
building, and its six attached rafts, did
not prove to be especially seaworthy in
the Columbia River current. A wing of
the L-shaped building was used to store
some heavy equipment and thousands
of 78 rpm records. Lacking the support
of a rigid foundation, the old building
timbers soon began to sag, and the
radio raft soon developed a significant
list.

Announcer Bob Richardson was on duty
when a crack began to open between
the storage wing and the main building.
While he was reading an ad live on the
air, a key beam broke and the building

Vanport Pg. 21




tipped, spilling records into the flood
water. Rather than the planned
announcement, listeners heard Bob
scream “...the beam broke — we're
sinking!” This news, of course, brought
folks from all over the area to watch the
building founder.

Additional KPQ staff quickly arrived and
began using rafts and boats to ferry
more equipment to dry land and restore
trim to the structure. Though they
removed what they could from the
storage wing, the building continued to
list badly.

In a last-ditch effort to save the
transmitter and keep the station on the
air, the engineers used saws and axes
to cut the storage wing free from the

main building. Once freed, the storage
wing quickly sank, carrying thousands of
music records to the bottom with it. To
everyone’s relief the remaining structure
righted itself and the transmitter
remained afloat until the water
eventually receded.

The transmitter building was off its
foundation for six weeks, at times
floating in as much as 13 feet of water.

Compare the photos of KPQ's radio raft.
Figure 2-2 shows the building intact.
Figure 2-3 was taken after the storage
wing sank. Note the empty rafts to the
right of the building and the hole in the
siding.

;
o
A
J
3
]
|

Figure 2-3 PQ after the storage wing rok off and sank. ( Wn(i‘hee World Photo)
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KPQ's Contributions

KPQ's broadcasts are credited with
saving at least one Wenatchee Valley
town during the flood.

Late one night a frantic telephone call
came into the station from Cashmere,
12 miles northwest. According to the
caller, the Wenatchee River was
washing away a dike, and more workers
were needed. KPQ transmitted the plea
and soon 400 volunteers were on site.

Cashmere’s stock of sandbags was
quickly exhausted. 8,000 bags were
available in Wenatchee, but there were
no trucks to haul them. Another radio
plea brought trucks of all sizes to the
Centennial flour mill to load and haul
the sand to Cashmere. The dike held
and the town was saved.

KPQ History

KPQ was first licensed in Seattle with
the call letters KGCL on September 3,

1926. In 1928, the station’s call sign
was changed to KPQ.

After a series of ownership and
frequency changes, the station was
moved from Seattle to Wenatchee.

KPQ began broadcasting on 1210 AM
from the Cascadian Hotel in Wenatchee
on December 28, 1929. The first
transmitting antenna was a wire run out
of an eighth-floor window to the roof of
an adjacent garage.

In 1937, KPQ leased their current
transmitting site along the Columbia
River and built a 180-foot tower. An
old, small grocery store building was
moved in to house the transmitter. The
inaugural broadcast from the new site
took place on June 27, 1937.

On April 1, 1942, KPQ moved to its
present frequency of 560 AM. The old
180-foot tower was replaced with two
300-foot towers and power was
increased to 1,000 watts.

Figure 2-4 Br/de ver the Wenatchee River at Cashmere (The Oregonian 530/48)
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Three Cities & Three Rivers — Tri-Cities

Washington’s “Tri-Cities” (Richland,
Kennewick, and Pasco) cluster on either
side of the Columbia River about where
it turns west and heads for the Pacific.
The Yakima River flows into the
Columbia from the northwest between
Richland and Kennewick. Just south of
Pasco, the Snake River flows in from the
east.

On May 26, 1948, the Columbia, which
had been threatening to flood for two
weeks, rose a foot. About the same
time the Yakima River, swollen by a
cloud burst, became a raging torrent.
Overnight, authorities ordered people
living along the rivers to leave their
homes and by the morning of the 27t
most had.

“Authorities reported their work
seriously hampered by a large amount

Figure 2-5 Building the Richland dike.

30 Tri-Cities Herald 5/27/48

of telephoning, much believed to be
unnecessary, going on between the
three towns.”30

KPKW Pasco

KPKW Pasco (1340 AM), a 250-watt
station, was the only commercial
broadcaster in the Tri-Cities at the time.
The station broadcasted flood warnings
and also provided an announcer who
toured the area in KPKW's sound truck
broadcasting the warning through
powerful speakers.

Richland

In Richland, workers worked around the
clock to build a dike around the
downtown area. The 12 foot tall dike,
dubbed “The Miracle Mile,” protected
the hospital district and residential areas
and saved the sewer plant from failure.

%

Vanport Pg. 24



Throughout the flood emergency, area
hams volunteered time and talents to
serve the community.

Memeer RicHLAND AMATEUR Rapbio CruB
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Becoming WARTS

In December, 1947, members of the
Richland Amateur Radio Club and other
northwest hams formed the Western
Amateur Radio Traffic System “WARTS.”
The group maintained a daily schedule
on 80 meters (phone) for the purpose
promoting fraternity, conveying radio
messages (traffic) and responding to
emergency situations.

The club first aspired to sign up 25
members; but the group grew to over
50 in just a few months. The current
roster lists about 150 members.

31 Although the idea of an amateur accurately
forecasting flood levels on the Columbia seems
far-fetched, amateur river-level forecasting was
once a common hobby. According to Mable
Howell Dudley “Before the dams, the old timers
could come within inches of predicting the flood
height for that year. Many wagers were made

Radio River Watch

Engineer Harry A. Kramer, had a long-
standing hobby of carefully studying the
behavior of local rivers and had
previously worked in flood control in
Indiana.

In 1948, while employed at the Hanford
Works power division , he was assigned
to plot the water levels in the Columbia

and Yakima Rivers and forecast possible
flooding.

As waters began rising that spring, he
was especially alarmed about the
potential for flooding. He reasoned that
getting data on water levels at various
upstream stations would be key to
accurately forecasting the potential risk
to the Tri-Cities and Hanford.3!

Mr. Kramer contacted Tom Nelson,
W7QGN, and Harry Lewis, W7JWJ, with
a request to obtain river level
information from hams living along the
Columbia. Each evening the emergency
Columbia Basin Net convened to
exchange information by radio.3?

In April, 1948, Kramer gave the Atomic
Energy Commission and General Electric
his prediction of a 1948 crest at 352 feet
(24 feet above normal). As the spring
wore on Kramer continued honing his
forecasts, sometimes hourly. Meanwhile
Richland’s flood committee acted upon

on it. They would keep track of snow depths,
weather forecasts, and the flood water levels in
such rivers as the Fraser in Canada, the Snake,
and others that feed into the Columbia...”

32 According to the ARRL, the Columbia Basin
Net still convenes daily at 7:00 pm on 3.960 mc.
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Kramer’s predictions and built new dikes
and broadened and raised others.

In June, the Columbia River rose to
351.7 feet as Kramer had predicted.
Because of the accuracy of his work an
estimated 3,500 homes were saved, the
sanitary and water systems were
spared, and production at Hanford was
not impacted.

For his forecasting, General Electric
recognized Harry Kramer with the
Charles A Coffin award.3® Additionally,
he was named “Tri-Citian” of the year
and the Harry Kramer Center in Richland
was named for him. Harry Kramer,
“The Hero of the 1948 Flood,” died in
Richland in 1974.

WARTS Volunteers

WARTS founder Rylie (Lewis F Rylie),

W7CKT, said that the club was on the
air for five days, day and night, during
the 1948 Columbia flood.3*

“Between Richland and the mighty
Columbia stood a million-dollar dike built
in just three days by the Army Corps of
Engineers. Standing every few hundred
feet along the dike was an amateur
radio volunteer, most from the Richland
radio club and most members of
WARTS. "3

WARTS set up an emergency station at
the National Guard headquarters in

33 “A Baptism by Water”

34 W7CKT letter 2/10/1949

35 Harry Lewis’s account of the Columbia River
Flood.

Kennewick. Harry Lewis recalled visiting
the station and meeting Sam Davenport,
W7BIW, of Pasco, for the first time.

“Sam was fast asleep on an army cot in
front of an improvised station,
earphones on his head, cord wrapped
around his neck, and a beard that had
been growing for a week.”

Figure 2-7 W7BIW "Sam the Ham”
(Courtesy W8JYZ)

“For the next three days following the
peak flooding, [Harry Lewis] operated
[a] ham radio from a military tent
stationed on a high bank of the
Columbia. 1,500 messages were
originated, and all signed by military or
civilian officials.”3¢

“We handled traffic for the US Dept of
Engineers in Washington and Oregon.
Our organized participation in the
Vanport Disaster undoubtedly improved
the ‘ham’ image in the eyes of the
citizens and at the same time baptized
our new net in the sea of emergency
communications. "3’

% |pid
37 Rylie W7CKT
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The Washington Stations

In addition to other volunteers, Sam Davenport recalled the following Washington
amateurs participating in emergency communications during the 1948 flood:

W7AAH Eddie B Pacot

W7AQJ] Eldred W “Ed” Start
W7BIW Sam A Davenport

W7BUW John Richard “Dick” Borton
W7BWC William L “Bill” Burris
W7BX Floyd Taylor

W7CKT Lewis F “Rylie” Rylie
W7CUD Bryant E “Skip” Page
W7EDU Kenneth A House

W7EGR Stanley L “Stan” Archer
W7ENR Byron Ashenbrenner
W7EPS  Virgil W “Virg” Treadwell
W7FLE Clarence V Hall

W7GNR Maurice L “Morrie” Monson
W7IQ0O Patrick A Price

W7IYK  Walter P Greenwood
W7IW]  Harry W Lewis

W7KIX  Marvin M McCartney
W7KKI  Sylvester F “Doc” Williams
W7KYV Harvey Gallant

38 “Hams” Help Keep Flood Areas in Touch

Kennewick
Vancouver
Pasco
Yakima
Pinehurst
Richland
Bainbridge Island
Richland
Dayton
Coulee Dam
Hoquiam
Yakima
North Bend
Bellingham
Burton
Coulee Dam
Richland
Richland
Bremerton
Everett38
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On the Previous Page: When the Morrison Bridge was completed in 1887, it was
Portland'’s first bridge over the Willamette River. That bridge was replaced in 1905 with
the “swing span” bridge shown on the precededing page. The circa May 26, 1948
photo shows the river level nearly reaching the deck of the low-slung bridge. The
movable span was left in the open position to accommodate river traffic and to allow
debris to pass through. In 1958, the swing span bridge was replaced with the current
Morrison Bridge which is a double-leaf Chicago-type bascule bridge. (Source
Multnomah County).
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Figure 3-1 Oregon Chamber of Commerce promotional poster stamp ca. 1929

In this section, we'll look at the
communications planning that took
place as the flood threatened Portland.
Then, we'll share the stories of three
Portland-area broadcasters that were
flooded-out just prior to the main
Vanport disaster.

Portland Reaches Flood Stage

In 1948, the factors that caused the
Columbia River to flood did not impact

the Willamette River directly. However,

as the Columbia reached flood stage in
May, water backed up in the lower

Willamette and pushed it to flood stage.

Just north of Portland, the Willamette
River converges with the Columbia and

39 Columbia Crews pg. 1

together they flow the last 100 miles to
the Pacific Ocean at Astoria. As many of
us have witnessed, when the Columbia
reaches flood stage, there is no place
for the Willamette’s water to go, so it
floods too.

Efforts were focused on keeping water
out of downtown Portland and away
from the industrial area on the lower
east side. By late May, water levels on
the Willamette were high enough to
require modifications to the operation of
the Hawthorne, Steel, and Morrison
bridges.

Further upstream The Oaks Park in
Sellwood was flooded as was part of
Milwaukie.3?
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Figure 3-2 A City of Portland crew sandbags the seawall just upstream from the Steel bridge. Erected in
1912, the Steel Bridge is the only double-deck bridge with independent lifts in the world. In this view,
water has almost reached the lower (railroad) deck. The upper deck, carrying automobiles and electric

streetcars, is well beyond the reach of the water.
Ty
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Figure 3-3 Paddling through Oaks Park with the KW.JJ radio tower in the background.
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Flooding Along the Columbia

In the 1940’s, the flood control dikes
began at Vanport and went east. To
the west, the Rivergate area which is a
bustling industrial and transportation
hub today was just an extension of the
South Shore flood plain. With a couple
of exceptions, the Smith and Bybee
Lake Wetlands and surrounding areas
were mostly in a natural state at this
time. In 1936 the St. Johns Landfill was
opened along Swift* Blvd and was
beginning to fill in areas along the
southerly edge of the wetlands. And
some development was beginning along
Suttle Rd on a natural rise just
northwest of Vanport.

The water level in the wetlands kept
pace as the Columbia and Willamette
Rivers rose and began putting pressure
on the SP&S railroad fill on the west
edge of Vanport. Though drainage
district engineers had reservations about
the stability of the fill, they were
precluded from doing much, if anything,
about it by the fact of its private
ownership. So, instead they focused
efforts on weak points in other parts of
the flood control system.

The dikes running from the Vanport
area east to the Sandy River in
Troutdale received special attention as
the Columbia surged. Failures at
Vanport, at the airport, or in the
residential areas in between were to be
avoided. Dikes along the Columbia
Slough to the south also received
scrutiny. Sandbags were used to block
or reinforce the many road and culvert
penetrations through the dikes.

40 Now N Columbia Blvd.

Figure 3-4 Water covers Front Ave and the
railroad yard at Union Station

e 8 BY

. B e S & T st o , i ’
Figure 3-5 A tugboat sailing by the downtown
seawall at eye-level makes a startling scene.

' Ea i fwﬂcn-l.jnym 948 No- 4 =

Figure 3-6 On Portland’s east side, streets in the
Industrial area were filled with flood water.
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Emergency Planning

Though officials expressed confidence in
the dikes right up to the time of the
breach, flood-watching and contingency
planning had been going on for weeks.

, |

On May 20%, Emergency Coordinator Al
Davis, W7DIS, acting on information
received from Portland officials, alerted
the local ARRL Emergency Corps
members and briefed them on what
their jobs would be “just in case.”

Figure 3-7 Hallicrafters HT-9 transmitter, 75 W AM, 100 W CW, 80-40-20-10 Meters

W7W1/7 Red Cross Control

“Disaster plans were discussed, laid, and
action started on relief work in the
Portland area, with the ARRL Emergency
Corps “AEC” being provided a radio
room in the Red Cross disaster
headquarters building at SW 15% and
Alder Street.

An HT-9 transmitter and suitable
receivers, antennas, etc. were quickly
installed to establish a net control

“1 The temporary Red Cross station was
controlled by Hal McCracken, W7WJ.

station for the 28 mc group using the
call W7w31/74,"42

On Wednesday, May 26, the Red Cross
Disaster Committee met to discuss
contingency plans. Of special concern
was the region’s ability to provide
emergency housing and services for the
18,500 Vanport residents.

Following the meeting, relevant

subcommittees including information,
communications, and radio were alerted

42 Clark pg. 371
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and requested to be ready for
mobilization. “Wednesday evening,
amateur radio operators associated with
the Red Cross were alerted and
requested to have their mobile units
ready for operation.”*3

Modes of communication in the disaster

area included: #

e 2-meter (144 mc) AM “phone”
(voice) point-to-point

e 10-meter (28 mc) AM mobile and
fixed-point relay

e 75-meter (3.5 mc) phone fixed-point,
portable, and mobile

e 75-meter "CW" (Morse code)

“Work was chiefly by voice in the
Portland area with CW being used for
long haul traffic into and from the
area.”

“On Thursday, May 27t, the Portland
Red Cross disaster committee met with
the AEC planning committee and
representatives of the local clubs* in
order to perfect plans.”

“Point-to-point service on 144 mc was
established between many strategic
points on the premise that telephone
facilities would either be jammed or
wiped out completely if any areas
became inundated.”8

43 Clark pg. 371

44 Preliminary Disaster Committee Report pg. 35
45 Preliminary Disaster Committee Report pg. 35
46 Members of both the Portland Amateur Radio
Club and the Vancouver Amateur Radio Club
assisted with communications in the Portland
area. Both clubs are profiled in the Clubs
section.

The headquarters station included net
control for the twenty-five amateur
radio operators who began using cars
equipped with 28 mc mobile radios to
assist Red Cross observers, survey
parties, and dike watch.” 4

“Amateurs accompanying staff from the
Pen 1 and Pen 2 drainage districts
provided ongoing status reports to Red
Cross headquarters.>°

“Point to point service from disaster
headquarters to the County Sheriff’s
office, Coast Guard, and 75-phone and
80 CW liaison stations were established
on 2 meters.”! At times, messages
were relayed by a mobile station atop
612" Rocky Butte just south of the
Portland airport.

“On the evening of Friday May 28%, all
of the Disaster Sub-Committees and all
of the Volunteer Services were put on a
24-hour basis, all posts being staffed
[and] the radio stations were in full
operation at Chapter House...."2

“A radio station was opened alongside
the Multnomah County Sherif’sf radio
dispatcher which proved to be a most
important contact. A request to set up
a station alongside the City Police Radio
was declined.”3

47 QRR pg. 38

48 QRR pg. 39.

4 Clark pg. 372

30 Clark pg. 372

51 Preliminary Disaster Committee Report pg. 35
52 Preliminary Disaster Committee Report pg. 7
53 Preliminary Disaster Committee Report pg. 7
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Figure 3-8 KVAN's brand new Ra yz‘heor; RA-1000 1KW AM transm/tter resting on scaffolding. The photo
only shows the top of the transmitter. It is 847 tall, 48" wide, 34” deep and weighs 2,450 pounds.
(Courtesy Clark County Historical Museumn)

KVAN - Providing Outstanding Service While
Out Standing on the Roof

KVAN Background

KVAN'’s transmitter site, just west of N
Portland Road, placed it outside the
protection of the dikes surrounding
Vanport.

As the Columbia’s water level increased
in mid-May 1948, the water level in the
Smith and Bybee Lake wetlands
matched pace. Even before water
banked up against the low Portland
Road dike, the KVAN site was
overflowing with flood water.

Just eight months before the flood,
KVAN (910 am) relocated its transmitter
to Smith Lake from Fruit Valley Road in
Vancouver, Washington.>* The Smith
Lake installation featured a new

>4 Would staying in Vancouver have spared
KVAN from the flooding? Maybe not! As shown
in the section on Vancouver, portions of the

Raytheon RA-1000 transmitter putting
out 1,000 watts through two steel lattice
towers.

Rising to the Occasion

As water rose in Smith Lake, KVAN
engineers determined that the best way
to protect their brand-new $50,000
investment (and stay on the air) was to
“raise the roof!”

After a hole was cut in the transmitter
building roof, chain hoists were used to
lift the broadcast equipment onto
scaffolding - right through the roof.
Then, thousands of pounds of sand
were poured into the transmitter
building to keep it upright and on its
footings.

West Vancouver Fruit Valley neighborhood were
also submerged by the 1948 flood.
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Figure 3-9 Station Manager Fred Chitty, Assistant Ehg/n

e s -
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er Lee Cabe and Annou‘ﬁC.er F.C. Hos/?/ng

broadcasting from the roof of the KVAN transmitter building.
(The Oregonian 6/5/48) (Courtesy Clark County Historical Museum)

A temporary shelter for the transmitter
engineers was created on the building
roof from wood, tarps, and corrugated
metal. Broadcasting resumed just as
soon as equipment was moved and
reconnected.

Lines from the studios in Vancouver
were severed during the flood. So, a
seaplane was used to bring phonograph
records, bulletins, and news to the
transmitter site and broadcasts
originated from there. Water eventually
rose to eight feet deep in the

transmitter building necessitating brief
outages while power was shut off to
move equipment. And one of the two
towers became inoperative during the
flood.

To the disappointment of Portland
baseball fans, KVAN’s premier of “Lucky
Beavers” baseball, scheduled for
Saturday night, May 29, was spoiled.
However, KVAN remained on the air
throughout the emergency — the only
Vanport-area station that managed to
do so from their original site.
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Figure 3-10 KVAN Assistant Engineer Lee Cabe (with transcription disc), Announcer F.C. Hosking
(seated), and Station Manager Fred Chitty (Courtesy Clark County Historical Museum)

Figure 3-11 Water has risen to within inches of a war surplus EH Scott SLR-12 receiver, probably the
station monitor. (Courtesy Clark County Historical Museum)
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Figure 3-12 The KVAN transmitter building with water up to the eaves. The transmitter protrudes

through a hole on the far side of the building, and the makeshift "studio” is perched on the close side.
Note the surplus balsa raft in the foreground. (Courtesy Clark County Historical Museum)

KVAN Honored

KVAN was lauded in local and national
press for doing an outstanding job of
assisting in flood rescue work by
transmitting calls for help and supplies.

For several days following the dike

break, the station broadcasted the

names and temporary addresses of
survivors who were trying to locate
members of their families.

In June 1948, Washington Governor
Wallgren wrote of KVAN:

“If anything further is needed to prove
the value of radio, I believe the
disastrous flood in central and southern
Washington and the need it brought for
instantaneous communications and
directions to the affected civilian
populace further emphasizes the
tremendous value of radio in our
modern day.

Your state government and myself, as
governor, deeply appreciate the extra
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effort you, as a station owner and
manager, made to keep the affected
citizenry informed....">>

Even after the water went back down,
recovery and restoration of the KVAN
transmitter site took well-over a month.

In 1959, KVAN was sold and became
KISN. The Smith Lake site continued to
have water problems as documented by
D] Pat Pattee’s photos from the
Christmas 1964 flood.>®

Figure 3-13 Pat Pattee at the transmitter
during the 1964 flood
(Courtesy PositiveSpin)

55 Broadcasting 6/4/48 pg. 25

56
https://www.positivespin.us/Pat%20Pattee.htm
>7 KISN’s new site was also in the Columbia
Southshore flood plain and was likely swamped
during the Vanport emergency. However, it has

Finally, in 1966, the transmitter was
moved to NE 158 Avenue in east
Portland.?’

Today, KVAN's former Smith Lake site is
home to the KBMS transmitter.

Although the KBMS building is hidden
down a gated and winding gravel
driveway, its trio of towers is very visible
from Portland Road just before you
cross the Columbia Slough.

v £ ;:_ = .
Figure 3-14 Outside the building, 1964
(Courtesy PositiveSpin)

a better recent track record. As part of
Portland’s emergency well field, the 158"
Avenue site is still being protected by dikes.
Efforts are being made to restore lands around
Smith and Bybee Lakes to natural flood plains.
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Figure 3-15 The Oaks Park midway is awash as the Willamette River escapes its banks in Sellwood.
(Akroyd Photography)

KPDQ — Flooding at The Oaks

In 1948, two radios stations, KWJ1J and
KPDQ, had transmitter sites at the Oaks
Amusement Park.

John W Davis founded KIXD in 1946.
On July 18, the FCC issued a
construction permit for a 250-watt
station on 800 kc on July 18, 1946. On
December 18, 1946, their call sign was
changed from KIXD to KPDQ and their
permitted power was increased to 1 KW.

KPDQ began broadcasting from Oaks
Park on June 30, 1947. Their studio,

58 KWJJ'’s facilities were at the north end of the
park.

transmitter, and 260-foot tower were
located at the southerly end of the
park.>8

By the last week of May 1948, water
from the swollen Willamette River had
entered Oaks Park. The park was
closed to visitors and employees were
desperately sandbagging the park'’s
large wooden skating rink floor in a
failed effort to preserve it. The
Saturday May 29t Oregonian carried a
photo of the park already under several
feet of water.
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Figure 3-16 KPDQ station at the south end of Oaks Park June 1948. Oaks Park Way is submerged.
The Portland Traction Company’s Oregon City line runs along the right side of the photo.
(City of Portland image a1999-004-1121)

Getting Back on the Air

“Before water got to it, the KPDQ
transmitter was dismantled and hauled
out even as water mired the wheels of
the truck.”®

Because of the flooding at The Oaks,
the station applied to the FCC for
temporary authority to broadcast from a
backup location. FCC granted the
station permission to broadcast with
250-watts of power from the home of
the station’s chief engineer Rod
Johnson.%9 Mr. Johnson lived at 3115
NE 35™ Avenue on the Alameda Ridge in
northeast Portland.

>? Broadcasting 6/7/48
60 | ater, Rod and Betty Johnson owned KW1J.

“Within 48 hours KPDQ was back on the
air. With the transmitter in the garage,
antenna across the street, control room
in a bedroom and studio in the living
room, service was again resumed.”®!

KPDQ'’s site at Oaks Park remained
submerged for 30 days. Despite
operating at reduced power, from
temporary facilities, with an improvised
antenna, KPDQ was cited, along with
other Portland broadcasters for
rendering stellar services during the
emergency.

61 Broadcasting 6/7/48
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Figure 3-17 KPDQ's station at The Oaks
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KWJ1J

The origins of Portland’s KWJJ date back
to 1925 when Wilbur Jerman went on
the air with station KFWV

Wilbur Jerman was born in Silverton,
Oregon on June 11, 1901. In 1915, the
family moved to Portland where he
attended Benson High School.

Following World War 1, Wilbur found
employment at Stubbs Electric,
becoming one of the firm’s key radio
specialists. After helping design and
build KQY, Stubb’s broadcast station in
1922, he went on to design and build
CHCQ (Calgary), KDYQ (Oregon
Institute of Technology, Portland)®?,
KFBM (Astoria), KFCD (Salem), and
KFEC (Portland).

KFWV

KFWV was first located at Wilbur and
Edna Jerman’s home - 385 E 58t St - on
the westerly slopes of Mount Tabor.3
The station first went on the air in 1925
with a transmitter putting out a very
modest five watts. Soon, he built a new
50-watt transmitter.

As laid out in his home, the station’s
studio was set up in the living room and
the transmitter was in a second-floor
bedroom.

62 See also the Axel Tyle story in the selected
biographies section.

63 Charlie Austin, owner of Northwestern Radio
Manufacturing (NORCO) lived across the street
and was a good friend of Wilbur. (Pioneer Mikes
pg. 71)

64 Portlander’s will recognize the Sovereign
Hotel, at 1207 SW Broadway, as being adjacent

When money got tight, and Mr. Jerman
was concerned that debt-collectors
might seize the station, he quietly
moved it to his father-in-law’s farm on
the outskirts of Portland. At the time it
was feasible to move a station (and
move it back) with little expectation of
consequences from regulators.

By mid-1926, the KFWV studio was
located at the Sovereign Hotel® in
downtown Portland.

In March 1927, the KFWV studios
moved two blocks north to the
Broadway Theatre building.®>

Sovereign Hotel
Portland, Oregon

CraupeE D. Starr, President
Home of

K. E VW.Y.

WiLBUR JERMAN, INc.
COMMERCIAL BROADCASTING
STATION—AIlso 7.X.A.0. Portable
Station
JOHN C. EGAN, Manager
Broadcasting Station
Figure 3-18 Ad from The Souvenir Program of
the 1926 Pacific Northwest Radio Exposition

September 1926

to the Oregon Historical Society complex.
Beautiful murals were painted on its westerly-
facing walls in 1989 by artist Richard Haas.

65 The Broadway Theatre building opened at
1008 SW Broadway in 1926. It was demolished
in 1988 and the 1000 Broadway building was
erected in its place.
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KWJ1J

KFWV officially became KWJ1J on June
24, 1927.%6 The new call sign honored
owner Wilbur J Jerman’s initials. The
stations studios were located in
downtown Portland, but the transmitter
remained Jerman’s home on Mount
Tabor until the mid-1930’s.

o) v "', =~ ‘!' %
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K J transm/ttef

Figure 3-19

On October 25, 1935, KW1JJ applied to
build a new station at Oaks Park.6” As
shown below, the transmitter building at
the Oaks was built on pilings several
feet tall. Likewise, the transmission
lines to the two towers were carried on

wooden trestles.

bu//d}ng and towers at Oaks Park ca. 1940. Note the trestles carrying the

transmission lines out to the towers.
(Photo from the Wilbur Jerman Estate, Courtesy of Ron Kramer)

66 US Radio Stations as of June 30, 1927

67 Broadcasting 11/01/35
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Smith Lake

On February 3" 1947, KWJ1J applied to
move its transmitter and increase power
from 1 kw to 10 kw®8 and their
application was approved May 2",

Between April 5" & 8t, 1948, KWJ]
moved into its new 24-acre transmitter
site at 4350 N Suttle Rd.®® The new site
was on the north shore of Smith Lake,
less than a mile west of Vanport.

At Smith Lake, KWJJ] used a new
Westinghouse 10-HV-1 transmitter and
two towers to broadcast 10 kw
(directional) during the daytime hours.”®
However, they continued to use the
Oaks Park site for nighttime
broadcasting (1 kw non-directional)

pending approval to increase nighttime
power to 10 kw.

Like the KVAN site, KWJ]J’s Smith Lake
site was outside the protection of the
Pen 1 Drainage District dikes. So, as
the Columbia River rose in May 1948,
their new transmitter was soon
threatened.

Meanwhile, the rising Columbia was also
causing the Willamette River to rise,
inundating KW1JJ’s old site at Oaks Park.
By the end of the month, the Smith
Lake site was off the air. The
transmitter building at Smith Lake was
half-full of water, and Wilbur Jerman
had to resort to visiting by raft.

Figure 3-20 Wilbur Jerman using a raft to survey the damage to the KWJJ transmitter at Smith Lake.
(Courtesy Ron Kramer)

68 Broadcasting 2/10/47
69 Craig Adams email

70 ibid
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' Figure 3-21 Oaks Park June 1948. Wae surrounds the K WJ bu//d/'ng“( center).
(Courtesy Oregonlive.Com,).

Back to The Oaks engineers had to come and go to the
station by boat, KWJJ stayed on the air.
Fortunately, when the KW1JJ decided to

locate at Oaks Park, Mr. Jerman’s team Emergency Broadcasts

had the foresight to erect the

transmitter building, tuning shacks, and During the Vanport emergency, “KWJJ
towers on tall pilings. As shown in the turned its broadcast services over to the
photos, transmission lines to the towers use of relief agencies...All commercial
were held high on wooden trestles. So, broadcasts were dropped.”’?

when the plant at Smith Lake went off

the air, KWJJ was able to move back to “Of the non-network stations, KWJ1J and
Oaks Park and resume day and night KVAN did the best job of assisting in
operations despite the flooding. Though rescue work by transmitting calls for

help and supplies.

71 Broadcasting 6/748
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Manager Bill Richardson, of KW1JJ, and
his staff worked night and day for three
days broadcasting names and temporary
addresses of survivors who were trying
to locate their children or other
members of their families.””2

After the Emergency

KWJJ was able to make repairs at Smith
Lake and resume operating 10 kw full
time at the end of July, 1948.73

Once the station was again operational,
plans were made for a longer-term
solution to the flood threat. During
December, 1948, the station began
doing early signoffs at 11:00 pm which
afforded construction crews a few hours
each night to work on raising the plant
higher above the flood plain.

Despite KWJ1J's hasty retreat to the Oaks
Park site, and continued usage at night,
the plant there had actually been on the
market since the move to Smith Lake.
On June 10, 1948, the FCC granted an
application for KBKO (1290 kc) to use
KW31J’s old plant.

Flood waters at Oaks Park weren’t gone
for about a month. Remodeling began
following KW1JJ’s return to Smith Lake in
July and the KBKO began commercial
operation on January 10, 1949. In
November 1952, the station became
KLIQ.

KW31J’s problems at Smith Lake did not
end in 1948. In the Columbus Day
Storm (October 1962), KWJJ lost one of
its towers and part of its transmitter

72 Billboard 6/12/48

building due to wind and rain. They
were able to continue broadcasting with
one tower until repairs were made.

KW3JJ finally abandoned Smith Lake in
1966 and began broadcasting from a
site in East Portland.

Wilbur Jerman sold KWJ1J (AM) in 1952
and essentially retired from
broadcasting. He passed March 17,
2004 at the age of 102.

73 Pioneer Mikes pg. 398
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On the Previous Page: On Memorial Day 1948, cars and trucks jam the ramp to Denver
Avenue - the only road out of Vanport. In the background the three towers at KGW are
still standing.
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Figure 4-1 Map of Vanport showing the dikes énd breach point (The Oregonian 5/31/48)

“The River has Taken More Than the Lowlands”

"I suppose that everyone in the Northwest finds himself unable to keep
his mind on his work. The flood keeps slipping silently into one’s thinking.
I have seen people stop what they were doing, without being aware of
stopping, and look straight ahead without seeing.

The river has taken more than the lowlands.

Monday afternoon, the day after the river broke, my wife and I had
planned to play golf, but it was a no go. Instead, we decided to gather
some extra clothes, and we took them down to the church. Then we
came home and listened to the radio until the middle of the night.

What can be said at a time like this?” Del Milne”*”>

74 Looking in the Rose Bow; — The River
75 Del Milne’s popular dance bands were featured on Portland radio stations in the 1930’s.

Vanport Pg. 50



As we pick up the Vanport story here:

e We'll look at the roles of hams in
sounding the alarm

e We'll share some stories from people
who witnessed the flood.

e And we'll look at the stories of the
two “Vanport” radio stations, KGW
and KEX.

The Flood Alert

Portland radio stations broadcast a flood
alert on Saturday night May 29th. In an
abundance of caution, “...some residents
moved their belongings into attics and

upper floors. Few imagined the possible
extent to which water levels would
rise.76

Some might have done more or
evacuated completely. However,
options were limited for families that
relied solely on public transportation.
Others were out of town for the holiday
weekend. And some simply had no
other options available.

Appeals were made by radio and the
press for all who had moved to register
with the Red Cross.

76 Wikiwand.com/en/Vanport, Oregon

Figure 4-2 "Fleeing Vanport”
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Figure 4-3 Breached ra//ra fill poz.‘ogfaphéd on Monday Ma Y 31“, 1948. (ACME Te/epf;oto. )
The Breach

"As I walked up to the switching station, I noticed two men standing on
the station platform, leaning against the railing and looking out over the
flooded scene in front of them. I must admit it was frightening to look
out over all that water, which was flooding much of the land and buildings
around Smith Lake, especially on the north end where a lumber company,
a radlo station [KWJJ], and other businesses were located. All of the
buildings at the south end of the lake [KVAN] were now underwater.... By
now, the lake had risen sharply and had completely covered the road near
the Columbia River. The river, the lake, and the Kenton [Columbia]
Slough were now one large body of water....” Dale Skovgaard””

77 Skovgaard
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Sunday May 30th

“Sunday morning, May 30t dawned —
Memorial Day’8. In Vanport, telephone
exchanges were jammed with the calls
of anxious residents trying to make
arrangements for friends or trucking
firms to move their belongings out of
the area ... just-in-case.” 7°

“In spite of printed reassurances by the
governing authorities which had been
delivered to every home in Vanport that
very morning, many of Vanport’s
citizens knew that the swollen waters of
the Columbia were at that moment
fifteen feet above the elevation of the
highest point in Vanport.” 8

"QRR...The Dike is Broken"38!

“It was under these conditions that Don
Smith, W7DHYX, first drove his mobile
into the threatened community itself to
offer his services to authorities.

The ‘Red Cross Disaster Car’ card, which
had been issued to all the mobile
amateurs, attracted a large number of
desperate citizens seeking help.

Though the dike had not yet broken,
Don found himself in the middle of a
pitiful cluster of panicky people
pleading, crying, and sobbing for
assistance ... a woman with a bedridden
80-year-old mother and without the

78 Prior to 1971, Memorial (or Remembrance)
Day was observed on May 30" on whatever day
it fell (in this case a Sunday).

" QRR pg. 106.

80 jhid

81 At one time the code “QRR” was the land-
based equivalent of sending SOS.

money to get a taxi ride from the
threatened area ...a person with three
blind people to care for and no means
of summoning assistance...a man with
three children with measles whom no
one would carry to safety.” 82

“Don did what he could and then
returned to his home. Shortly after his
arrival there the sheriff’s office sent
word requesting his assistance and,
after a conference with the captain-in-
charge?®? and the Vanport Housing
Authority, Don went to back work.

As they were readying a place in the
sheriff’s office for Don to set up his
equipment, another of the countless
stream of reports that the dike had
broken came in to the desk sergeant.

For several days the authorities had
been faithfully checking each such
report only to find it the result of
exaggeration and excitement. Because
the already-overworked sheriff’s cars
were at the time out investigating
previous reports, the desk sergeant
asked Don to jump into his car and
check on the latest report...."84

As Don arrived on the scene of the
rumored breach, he was just in time to
see another portion of the railroad fill
wash away.

82 jbid

83 In May, 1948, the Captain Mearl C Tillman
was in charge of the Vanport precinct. Twenty-
two deputies were assigned to the precinct, and
they shared three or four cars with two-way
radios and three motorcycles. Clark pg. 370.

84 QRR pg. 106.
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Don’s flash message "QRR, QRR, QRR -
W7WJ] FROM W7DHX — THE DIKE IS
BROKEN AND WATER IS POURING
INTO VANPORT! SEND ALL AVAILABLE
HELP. PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE"” went
out on the AEC 28 mc mobile net.®

While awaiting acknowledgement of his
report, and before he could swing his
car around, the flood had risen to the
level of Don’s running boards.

Even as Don Smith’s message that the
dike had broken went out to the Red
Cross headquarters, Bill Lucas (W7AEF)
was operating mobile from the streets
of Vanport. The district dike
superintendent was riding along that
afternoon directing operations with a
portable public address system.

Upon hearing Don'’s broadcast, the dike
superintendent exclaimed “Let’s go” and
they raced to the center of Vanport
where they met Stan Rand (W7ASF).

Bill and Stan drove together, bumper-to-
bumper, toward the west side of
Vanport, seeking to determine the
extent of the dike break-through.
Suddenly, the superintendent saw the
approaching water and shouted, “Quick,
turn around! There'll be fifteen feet of
water here in nothing flat.”8®

Reversing course, the convoy made its
way to a high point along Denver
Avenue from which the superintendent
was able to resume directing operations
with the continuing help of Stan and
Bill's mobile stations.

85 QRR pg. 38.
8 QST 9/48 pg. 38.
87 18,500

Meanwhile, shouts of eyewitnesses
alerted the operator of the Vanport
warning siren and the wail of the alarm
soon filled the city’s streets with
people.8” And about a minute later the
first row of homes was hit by water.

Because the homes in Vanport's west
end had already been removed, the
distance from the breach to the nearest
dwelling was over 1,850 feet.88

“The first wave ...spread out flatly and
people ran from the houses to find the
water ankle deep. Another widening
break in the dike released a fresh
outburst of water which flowed quickly
over the first and rolled through the city
at the three-foot level. Successive
breaks raised the waves to about six
feet in ten minutes, according to
evacuees.” Showers of spray flew into
the air as the waves hit structures.

“The water first filled the sloughs and
drainage systems” 8 which absorbed
some of the shock. The water advanced
eastward across Vanport at walking
pace. Even so, “witnesses to the
flooding of Vanport estimate the
time...to fill the Vanport area as
between 45 and 75 minutes.”°

Another Radio Report

“Two Multnomah County deputy
sheriffs, Ed Grohs and Mel Farmer, were
on patrol at N Victory Blvd and Meadow
Ave about 150 yards from...the
northwest corner of the housing project

88 Clark pg. 359
8 Clark pg. 374
%0 ibid
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and saw the angry water as it broke
through the dike between the Swift and
Co. plant and the Columbia Hall of the
Vanport Extension Center. They
immediately radioed the report to the
Vanport sheriff’s office.

Grohs said, “the ground seemed to
tremble and melt. There was a sudden
wave of swollen mud and then a torrent
that frothed with debris and waves.’
Grohs and Farmer drove down N Force
Ave, warning residents as they went,
then stopped to direct traffic as frantic
people tried to drive out. It was about
an hour before the full force of the
water swept down Victory Blvd and
Broadacre St, its full force hitting
Vanport College, and swirled into the
low cloverleaf intersection, trapping
evacuees.”!
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Figure 4-4 Vé{npor»street mép from Premier Map of Portl

%1 Northwest Magazine 5/21/78 pg. 9.
2 Clark pg. 373
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The Evacuation

Sheriff's deputies immediately began to
“circulate through Vanport operating
their sirens and giving the alarm. Three
engines of the Vanport Fire Department
also circulated through Vanport with
their sirens operating.” 2

“The Housing Authority of Portland had
previously arranged to have a sound
truck stationed at the Vanport
administration building in Vanport.

As soon as word of the breach was
received, the sound truck was
dispatched to give warning and provide
evacuation instructions....” %3
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% ibid
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Figure 4-5 Emergency Coordinator Al Davis (standing) scans listings on the IBM Personnel File, in search
of more operating personnel. At the table, Bruce Stokes, W7EXQ, Elizabeth Mohr, and Larry Grace scan
Call Books and telephone directories for operator listings. Clifford Olson, W7ICA, is at the microphone of
the 144 mc intercom radio reporting the relief operator schedule for the coming day.
(OST 9/48) (Courtesy ARRL)

Activating the Amateur Network

After the breach, the AEC 28 mc net
enabled the Red Cross headquarters to
contact relief-survey parties at remote
points in the flood area. “The mobile
units also served the Army Engineers
and other relief officials with speedy
communications direct to disaster
headquarters concerning food, supplies,
and personnel.”*

“At the same time, the (30-member)
gang on 3.941 mc were lined up to
serve the Coast Guard, Army Engineers
and any other groups which might call

% QRR pg. 39.
% QRR pg. 39.

for service along the Columbia from
Pendleton through Astoria and Klipsan
Beach, WA."?>

“On 3.540 mc, Robert Brown, W7VT,
was requested to become master
control for the Portland-area CW
operations, handling bulletins, traffic,
routing, etc.”?®

“With the break in the dike, W7GCzZ,
Dean Elder, along with many others,
went on a 24-hour schedule. The
disaster was now going full blast. The
tempo of events increased in a dizzying
crescendo as each minute grew into

% ibid
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days. Old timers...young
squirts...wives...YLs...stray military
personnel...ex hams...ex-commercial
operators...perfect strangers all —
suddenly swung into action together,
rolling up their sleeves and plunging into
a race against time. New stations to be
set up...more circuits needed...more
operators needed to man them."””

Jim Larsen, W7DZL, was in charge of
the Red Cross headquarters amateur
radio team which included:

Dave Barr - W7KOF

Don Smith - W7DHX

Bill Lucas - W7AEF

Clarence Wood — W7KER

Hal McCracken - W7WJ.%8

YVVVYY

Figure 4-6 Bill Lucas, W7AEF, atop a
sandbagged dike radioing-in a status report on
the flooding.
(QST 9/48 Courtesy ARRL)

Representatives of established 80-meter
traffic nets in Oregon, Washington, and
California called in on 3540 kc at

frequent intervals, reporting traffic, and

97 QRR pg. 106
%8 Radio Plays Role pg. 9
% QRR pg. 39.

moving to an alternate frequency with
one of the Portland traffic men to clear
traffic as directed by W7VT. In this way
the emergency channel, 3540 kc, was
kept cleared for traffic of the highest
priority. Constant contact with the
W6QT, the Oakland Radio Club, at the
Oakland Red Cross chapter was
maintained.?®®

On the second floor of the Red Cross
headquarters Sunday night, a radio
communications system kept messages
flowing to all parts of the Vanport
disaster area. Al Davis said, “On a visit
to Red Cross disaster chairman Edward
Valentine’s office, I counted 120
messages from network operators.
Glancing through some of the air reports
I noted such fragments of information
as: ‘Leak in dike at such and such a
place’; ‘Dike’s just burst a block away’;
‘Boats needed for fireman at ____ ."100

A Second Station

On Monday May 31%t, “when the first
impact of the Vanport traffic load
lightened somewhat, a second radio
center was established at the Army
Engineer district headquarters. Dual
144 mc intercom positions were
installed there to tie the new center into
the existing nets. The Emergency
Coordinator, Al Davis, transferred his
headquarters there from the Red Cross
Offices."”101

100 Radio Amateurs Helpful
101 QRR pg. 106
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Figure 4-7 Hams in action at 11:00 at night at the Red Cross Portland headquarters. Some equipment
appears to be from the station of W7KJG, Earle Ashe.

(The Oregon Journal 5/31/48, from the Al Monner News Negatives Collection of the Oregon Historical

Society)
The flooding at Vanport is a story of The Vandals
misery and loss — plain and simple. The
typical evacuee’s story sadly goes “It was Memorial Day, 1948, and my
something like, “We had no warning — friend and I were walking along the
we barely escaped with the clothes on railroad tracks on the way home from
our backs.” fishing for catfish in the Columbia
Slough. While we walked, we threw
In the next section, we'll hear stories rocks at the insulators on the power
from a few who experienced the poles. When the poles started falling
flooding at Vanport. over on themselves and water started
rushing over the tracks, we thought we
Part 4 concludes with dramatic story of had caused it. We were so scared, we
the loss of KGW's radio station and ran home and confessed to my dad.”102

KEX's close call.

R/
o

102 A Story Behind the Vanport Flood
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Racing a Train to the Crossing

Not long after escaping Vanport, George
Wise, W7GBW, related his family’s
experience to another ham. 103

“Mr. Wise explained to Mr. Haley he had
driven the last automobile from the
Vanport project, escaping inundation by
approximately 25 feet. In his own
words, Mr. Wise was ‘racing the flood
like someone trying to beat a train to
the crossing.’

He had just reached the highway when
the force of the dike break hit the area
he left. He saw the wall of water hit his

103 Herb Haley W8CDT of Springfield Ohio

Figure -8 “We had no warning.”

apartment building, causing it to turn
over on its side. Although all his
personal belongings were lost, Mr.
Wise was jubilant because he was able
to save his family from injury.

In the automobile besides Mr. Wise
were his two children, two adults and
several other youngsters.

Mr. Wise explained [that] amateur radio
operators in the stricken area played an
important part in getting messages

regarding survivors to their relatives.”104

R/
o

104 Fury of Oregon Flood is Relayed to Local
Hams
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Running Boards

“We were the last ones out of our
immediate neighborhood. As we turned
from the parking lot into the street, the
muddy swirling water was a few feet
away. I remember a policeman yelling
at us to hurry. And I have a vivid
picture of a Pepsi-Cola truck rolling
toward the flood, with two men lustily
letting it be known that they had room
for persons and baggage. They did
have room. More room than my driver.

Figure 4-9 E&cab/ng Vanport with

105 vanport Disaster pg. 81

But I preferred to stay with my own
brood. And so, I balanced myself on
the running board of the Dodge sedan —
auto designers of a few years ago
turned out models better suited to the
demands of such moments as these
than the streamlined chariots of today —
meanwhile keeping my knee pressed
against the one large suitcase for which
there was not room anywhere else.”10

7
o
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clothes and not much more. May 30, 1948.
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The Teacup

My grandfather served in the South
Pacific where he contracted yellow fever
and dengue fever. Following his
discharge, my grandparents and mother
found an apartment in Vanport. When
they evacuated, they left in their car
with the clothes they were wearing.

After the water receded, they were
allowed to return to their apartment to
see if anything was salvageable.
Nothing was.

Finally, they spotted an unbroken
teacup and saucer pinned to the floor by
the leg of the dining table. They took it
home and kept it as a reminder.1%

Figure 4-10 The Teacup

R/
L X4

106 Anon.
107 Water Water Everywhere
108 Flood of '48 wiped out Vanport 70 years ago

The Refrigerator

Vanport apartments typically came
furnished with a small two-burner stove
and a tiny oven. Most families made do
with the undercounter two-shelf icebox
that held a twenty-five-pound block of
ice that had to be replaced every third
day. Some did a little better.

"My uncle, not believing the false
assurances voiced over the radio, had
rented a pickup truck and piled his
family, a few belongings, and the home-
alone children from next door, into the
truck. Before he drove away, he
decided that he could not leave the new
refrigerator behind.

He managed to clunk it down the
staircase, out the door and up into the
back of the truck. Uncle Art drove off
the traffic-jammed road and across
fields to escape the water. Everyone
survived and the refrigerator had a
decades-long life in its new home...."1%7

7
L X4

Another Refrigerator

“Fire Captain Robert O. English couldn’t
believe what he was seeing. 'I ran back
outside and saw Fire Station No 3
floating down the street, the water
pouring in, people running and
screaming. I then looked up the street
and saw the second wall of water
coming down and whole units, buildings
floating toward me...I was knocked
down by a refrigerator that was floating
by in the swift current.”"108

Vanport Pg. 61



Figure 4-11 Bonneville Dam and the
Cascade Navigation Locks. The Eagle Creek
area is upstream from the dam on the right
(Oregon) side.

Some Picnic

The weekend of Memorial Day started
with Saturday, the 29t of May dawning
bright and beautiful. Mother announced
that our family would be joining that of
George and Ardella Boos with their
three children going to Eagle Creek
Park, about thirty-five miles east of
Portland on US Highway 30 near
Bonneville Dam. We would be enjoying
hot-dogs, Mother’s wonderful potato
salad and other goodies prepared by
Ardella.

On arrival at Eagle Creek Park about
midday, we discovered that George had
brought along his fishing boat, a
sixteen-foot rowboat with a five
horsepower motor. The plan was to get
a good look at the high water in the
nearby Columbia River.

All nine of us piled into that little boat
and coasted down Eagle Creek into the
swollen Columbia River, which quickly
grabbed our boat and sent us hurtling
toward an uncertain plight. The river
was covered for several hundred feet
from the dam easterly with all manner
of debris, especially logs and brush.

Five children ranging from about six to
twelve years of age, two ladies who had
second thoughts about the wisdom of
this adventure, and two men who knew
that this was not going to end well were
doing a lot of praying.

That little motor certainly was not up to
the task but with copious quantities of
adrenaline flowing, George and my
father, rowed with all their might. With
God’s intervention, they were able to
pull that little rowboat with its cargo into
shore, up the creek, and back to the
picnic site. That picnic was not to be
forgotten.

On Sunday we were all home except my
father, who had to operate his Signal Oil
service station downtown at 3 and
Ankeny St.

Early in the afternoon, we were called
by our longtime friends and neighbors,
Harry and Ruth McMullen, inviting our
family to accompany them to look at the
high water near Vanport (the dike
hadn’t yet broken.)

Because Dad was at work (and we were
all still a bit shaken from the previous
day’s adventure), Mother declined the
invitation. The McMullens stopped by
our home (we lived on NE Lombard St
just off of Union Ave) and then drove
over to Vancouver. About this time the
dike failed, and the authorities closed
the Interstate Bridge to all but
emergency traffic.
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Figure 4-12 Looking north at the Bridge of
the Gods. In addition to carrying highway
traffic, today the bridge serves as a link for
hikers of the Pacific Coast Tralil.

In order to return home, the McMullens
had to drive 40 miles east to the Bridge
of the Gods at Cascade Locks, thence
back to Portland via Hwy 30.

My father was unable to return home at
the end of his shift due to all the traffic
in North Portland (including the streets
in our neighborhood). Instead, he
parked several blocks away and walked
home.

R/
0‘0

The Record Shop

On Sunday afternoon, Felix Baranovich
was working at his Vanport Record Shop
which was located at the west end of
Lake St (the part of the project nearest
the railroad fill).

Nervous about a possible evacuation,
Baranovich was keeping watch from a
window when, from about a quarter of a
mile away, he saw water spilling over
the dike like a waterfall. After seeing a
portion of the dike fall, he started
running through the streets, shouting
warnings as loud as he could.

109 History.columbian.com/flood-of-1948-3/

“After the alarm became general, and I
was exhausted from running, I went
back to my shop to try and get out part
of the stock in the truck. Soon my
assistant and I realized that this was
worse than we believed. Life, not
property, was the question. It was
nearly a mile to the only exit on Denver
Avenue through a maelstrom of
panicked humanity. Some clutched a
few possessions, some children, and
some a dog or cat.”

We helped those we could onto our
truck which was never more than 50 or
100 feet ahead of the oncoming muddy
waves.10°

Tebruary ivat-
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True Friends

The evening before the flood occurred,
we were visiting friends and we heard a
radio alert to the effect that flooding
was imminent. We did not own a
vehicle and were dependent on public
transportation.

Our friends drove to our house on NE
47™ and moved some of our furnishings
to the attic. A few items were
transported back to their one-bedroom
home and we took up residence in their
garage.!10

A Few Clothes and a Radio

“Heroics were legion as the flood struck.
People jumped into the water to aid
strangers. Many dropped armloads of
personal possessions to help others.
Children were tied together to prevent
straying.

One small boy was seen trudging along
clutching only an air gun. One woman,
dazed, pulled a child’s wagon, loaded
with a few clothes and a radio. A child
sat atop the radio.”*11

7
o

Figure 4-14 — Vanport Refugees (Acme Telephoto)

110 Rootsweb.com

111 Heroism
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The Deputy

I was in Vanport when the first three-
foot wave of water whirled down the
streets.

I whipped my motorcycle down the
project’s winding curves, the siren full
open and shouted to everybody I could
see to run for his life.

Other deputies and I picked up kids
from the street — every kid we could
find — and thrust them into cars with
orders to the drivers to get the hell out
of there.

That first wave of water hit Denver
Avenue fill in 12 to 15 minutes; within
30 minutes the entire project was filled
with water on which floated debris from
the wreckage of apartments....

We had to fight with some people to get
them out and in a few cases, we
actually had to draw our guns to back
up orders which would save lives.

Some of the people were sitting in their
kitchens drinking beer. They thought
that it was a joke about the dike
breaking. They looked out into the
street but couldn’t see the water
because of the curves in the streets.

When the water did come around, a lot
of them had wasted most of the time
we were able to give them to save their
lives.

Lyle Cocking
Multnomah County Deputy Sheriff!12

112 Deputies pg. 17
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The Project Manager

John '] L’ Franzen, Salem city
manager,113 was the first project
manager of Vanport. He moved the first
family into the wartime city, and saw it
grow into to the second largest
community in Oregon.

Mr. Franzen was on the highway Sunday
afternoon when his car radio brought
news that the city was being destroyed.
He immediately drove toward Vanport
and got as near the scene as possible
and was able to view the destruction of
the city from a distance.

™I know the place so well,” he said. ‘I

know every inch of it. I think I can Figure 4-16 John L Franzen PE 1948
envision the break just about as it
occurred.”114

The Vanport Hams

A search of Radio Amateur Call Books yielded this list of a dozen hams with home
addresses in Vanport at the time of the flood:

William O Eden 10508 N Island Ave W7HWC
Robert W Evenson 10707 N Force Ave W7LDF

Robert W Glaze 1902 N Victory Blvd W7AFL
Everett J Gottschalk 11206 N Lake Ave W7DzZY

Gerald S Kraxberger 11007 N Lake Ave W71SO

Joe Naemura 10316 N Force Ave W7GXA, W7CG
Delbert L Shampine 2204 N Victory Blvd W7KPK

Albert L Smith 9901 N Denver Ct W7LGV
George E Wann 3606 N Victory Blvd W7IXN
George A Wise 2602 N Broadacre St W7GBW, W7MB
Howard F Wright 3510 N Cottonwood St Apt 713 W7KQY
William H Young 2708 N Broadacre St Apt 3655  W7DC]

See Appendix 1 for a more information about these hams and others involved with the
emergency. See Appendix 2 for selected biographies.

113 Mr. Franzen served as Oregon City’s Oregon City including the promenade and
manager for two decades before being hired as Singer Creek falls.
Salem’s first city manager in 1947. A civil 114 Franzen First Vanport Boss

engineer, he oversaw the WPA projects in
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Figure 4-17 KGW's Western Electric Model 1-B AM transmitter (date unnown ). KGW installed this 1 kw
transmitter at their downtown station in 1926 and moved it to Vanport in 1931.
(Oregonian files from KGW AINW report)

KGW
KGW moved its Western Electric towers from downtown were again used
transmitter and towers from downtown to support a flat top antenna.
Portland to land off of N Denver Avenue
August 2", 1931. The 90-acre site, just A few months later, on March 25,
northeast of the future site of Vanport, 1932, KGW marked ten years in the
gave KGW room for future expansion. business with a celebratory “KGW 10t
And, the high water table at the site Anniversary Program” that was heard
provided a substantial performance over the NBC Orange and Gold
gain. At Denver, the 300’ steel lattice networks.
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Figure 4-18 The original appearance of the KGW transmitter building at Denver Avenue.
(The Oregonian 8/2/31 from KGW AINW report).

The transmitter building at the Denver
Avenue site was designed for KGW by
Claussen and Claussen in a Moderne
design. As such, the structure featured
numerous steel-framed glass windows
and a smooth stucco finish over a base
of reinforced concrete and structural
clay tile. The top floor was the main

Figure 4-19 View of the KGW site in April 1934 long n

transmitting facility. The lower floor
contained a small fuel room. And the
base was purposely left open. 22'-high
reinforced concrete pilings supported
the upper floors with the intention of
protecting the transmitter rooms and
offices from flooding. The building
reached a 32’ overall height.

orhet. he Oego /ough and Hayden Island

run across the top and Denver Avenue and the Interstate Bridge cross the upper right corner. The twin
300’ towers dominate the site. In a few years, the surrounding fields will become Vanport.
(The Oregonian 4/8/34)
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“The World’s Largest Toothpick”

When KEX went on the air Christmas
Day 1926, their studios were downtown

in the Terminal Sales Building. The KEX '
transmitter was near the corner of *
(o sanss]

CHLS v
i R l

rRY 4 o
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Buckley Avenue and East Glisan Street ‘
(today’s 122" and Glisan).

When the Oregonian puchased KEX in .
1933, arrangements were made to |
move their studios to the Oregonian : A\

Building.

KEX's old transmitter and towers were | e

left at their East Portland location, and a : ‘
new transmitter and tower were erected k i
at KGW'’s Denver Avenue site. !

Rather than using another flattop

antenna, a unique vertical antenna was (w3
hung from a 300’ tall spar affectionately ey 2nver)
dubbed “The World’s Largest :

Toothpick.”

Three trees, each over 100’ long were
floated to Portland where they were
milled and painted. Five coats of a
special non-metallic white paint coated
each piece.!1>

The finished mast sections were
returned to the river and floated to a o
spot near the Interstate Bridge where ——
they were hauled out and taken to the ;
Denver site.

ot dediad v N rour
AvCron

Figure 4-20 KEX tower diagram
(The Oregonian 4/29/34)

115 Eventually wide contrasting bands of orange
paint were added to enhance visibility for
aircraft.
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F/'gure 4-21 85 Bo y Scouts from "Radio Troop 99" pose on KEX's tower while Universal Newsreel films.

(The Oregonian 5/27/34)

The novelty of such a tall wooden radio
mast was not lost on the media.
Universal Newsreel cameras filmed 150
Boy Scouts standing and marching on
the mast. Among them were members
of radio “troop 99, attached to KEX, the
only offical radio Boy Scout troop in the
country.”116

Famed radio announcer Graham
MacNamee narrated the “talkie” which
was screened locally at the Broadway
and Music Box theatrers and then
distributed nationwide. The press
touted the KEX tower as the tallest
wooden structure in the US.

116 The Oregonian 5/19/34 pg. 1

Local papers published enthusiastic
predictions from representatives of local
lumber mills who proclamed that this
project spelled the beginning of the end
for steel radio masts.11’

KEX's choice of a vertical radiator was
also novel for the time; most
broadcasters still favored flattops.
However, KEX was not the first to go
vertical - WLW had already christened
its 800" steel monopole in Cincinnati OH.

The first section of KEX's spar was sunk
in an oil-filled 10" deep concrete well
and secured with guy wires. Then, the
other sections were put up using a gin
pole. The radiator was a 1” copper pipe

117 Moyes 5/3/34
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that was held about 6" away from the
spar by insulators and an outrigger (see
Figure 4-21).

The aircraft lights at the top of tower
were powered by lines running inside
the radiator.

The arrival of KEX required remodeling
and expanding the KGW transmitter
building. The top floor was expanded to
about twice its original size to
accommodate KEX's new 5 kw
transmitter. KGW upgraded to a new 5
kw transmitter at the same time.

- ,
e

Kol iy e g - -

Figure 4-22 East view of the KGW transmitter building in 1934 with the KEX wooden mast in the
background. Note that the top floor has been significantly expanded. The lower portion of the building
was enclosed in 1949 when the facility was rebuilt. This created a ground-floor garage space and an
apartment on the second floor.

(Oregon Historical Society Negative # 26903 - from KGW AINW report)
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On August 14,1937, KGW upgraded
from its flattop antenna system and
began using a new 625’ Truscon tower,
the “"West Tower.”

Twenty-miles of copper ribbon were
buried in the swampy-soil to create a
ground plane for the half-wave vertical
radiator.

The tower itself was on a 60" deep
foundation, supported by an 18" base
insulator and numerous guy wires, and
topped by a 1000-watt aviation beacon.

On December 25, 1941, the “East
Tower,” a second 625’ Truscon vertical
radiator was erected and nighttime
power was increased to 5,000 watts.

KGW'’s old 300’ steel towers were pulled
down and scrapped in November 1937.

one of the 300’ towers in the background.
(The Oregonian 8/15/37)
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Figure 4-24 W—/(EX twers viewed from-te Den ve venue southbound exit

5 =
from Vanport. Ca. 194/.

(Oregon Historical Society negative OrHi 37471)

The Vanport Celebration

On the evening of August 12, 1942, a
crowd of nearly 6,000 gathered at the
Vanport movie theatre for the Vanport
grand opening ceremonies (see page

12).

KGW broadcast the ceremonies with
Homer Welch, KGW's program director,
acting as master of ceremonies. Abe
Bercovitz conducted members of KGW's
station orchestra in performing specially
arranged musical tributes to Vanport.
He was joined by: Neva Clark, soprano;
Johnny Harell, baritone; Ron Salt,

118 Celebration pg. 9

comedian; Glenn Shelly, pianist; Patsy
Bauman, popular singer; Ralph
Hamilton, accordionist; and Pat Smith,
tenor.118

Duopoly

In 1944, The Oregonian sold KEX due to
the FCC’s duopoly rules. However, their
transmitter remained at KGW'’s Vanport
site until a new site in Clackamas was
ready.

KEX moved to Clackamas in April 1948,
avoiding the flooding at Vanport by a
matter of a weeks.
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A s
Figure 4-25 Vanport May 30, 1948.

The /onehsurv/ ving KG w 'f‘orwer stands in the upper righthand corner.

Land’s east of Denver Avenue (bottom left) are not yet under water.

The Flood

KGW'’s Denver Avenue transmitter site
was located at the farthest point from
the breach in the railroad fill. So, when
the fill broke through on May 30%, it
took the flood waters nearly an hour to
reach the station.

After seeing the water approaching from
a station window, transmitter operator
Clyde Bruyn shut down KGW at 5:20 pm
and made his way downstairs. By the
time he was headed out of the site,
water was swirling around the wheels of
his car.

"...I saw the KGW tower suddenly fold
up just like a jackknife, except there
was also an accompanying spurt of blue
flame., 119

After reaching higher ground, Mr. Bruyn
stopped and watched the action. Flood
waters were picking up and carrying
along large chunks of debris. Soon an
apartment building crashed into one of

119 Vanport Disaster in Retrospect pg. 7
120 Behind the Mike pg. 18
121 Vanport pg. 108

the 22’ pilings supporting the
transmitter building.1?° Then, at
5:51121 3 building struck one of the guy
wires supporting the East Tower,
causing it to crumple into the flood.
KEX's 300" wooden tower went next.

Eventually, only the top few feet of the
transmitter building remained above the
flood, with water waist deep in the
equipment rooms. All of the
transmitting equipment was destroyed
and only the West Tower remained.

Figure 4-26 KGW transmitter building
(The Oregonian 6/1/48)
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Moving to Mount Scott

Within hours after the Vanport site went
off the air, The Journal’s KALE offered
KGW the use of an auxiliary transmitter
at their not-yet-opened Mt. Scott site.
“Chief Engineer Harold Singleton,
technical supervisor Earl Peterson and
technicians Art Bean and Daniel Wilhoit
worked all night adjusting the
equipment to KGW's frequency and
making minor repairs.” 122 KGW was
back on the air within about 14 hours.

"By 4:30 Monday morning KGW was
feeding the news of the Vanport tragedy
to NBC (they made eight network news
releases) and by 7:30 am, the station
was back on the air, using the KALE
facilities, with flood warnings, disaster
news and relief pleas, with free time
available to all disaster agencies.”%3

KGW operated from KALE's Mt. Scott
location from May 315t until June 26.

In the meantime, they took delivery of a
new General Electric transmitter and
installed it at their recently opened
Healy Heights location!?* where it joined
their FM plant.12>

The site at Vanport remained under
water for several weeks and it would be
almost a year before it was rebuilt.

The Raytheon Transmitter

122 KGW, Portland’s Pioneer Station pg. 5
123 KGW, Portland’s Pioneer Station pg. 5
124 4545 SW Council Crest Dr.,

125 Behind the Mike 6/25/48 pg. 18

In 1949 KGW completed the restoration
of its Denver Avenue site. A $1 million
upgrade to its plant included a new
5,000-watt Raytheon transmitter and a
new Fisher guyed radiator to replace the
east tower that was destroyed in the
flood.

In the early 1950’s an RCA Model BTA-
5-F transmitter was installed, and in
1979 a Continental Model 315-R1
transmitter was added!26.

Figure 4-27 Components of the new Raytheon
transmitter being hoisted through a third-story
window. (Broadcasting 4/11/49)

126 The Raytheon transmitter remained in place
until the building was vacated when the
property was sold. The Continental was also
removed at that time. The RCA equipment was
abandoned in place.
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1931, Clyde Bruyn, 1933, and Clarence Carlquist, 1925. Clyde Bruyn was on duty when the flood hit.
(Broadcasting 4/11/49)

Figure 4-29 Inaugurating KGW's new Raytheon transmitter. (Lﬂ‘ to Right) KGW manager H. Quenton
Cox, MJ Frey general manager of the Oregonian, Portland Mayor Dorothy McCullough Lee and Oregon
Governor Douglas McKay (Broadcasting 4/11/49)
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Figure 4-30 Picture of the RCA Model BTA-5F transmitter taken during the 2004 historical édrvey of the
transmitter building. (KGW AINW Report)

Closing the Denver Avenue Site

In May, 1999, the Port of Portland
purchased KGW'’s 90.5 acre Denver
Avenue!?” site.

Expansion plans at Portland
International Airport called for filling
wetlands. So, in exchange, plans were
made to remove the infrastructure at
the KGW transmitter site, replace
invasive plants with natives, and to
create a wetlands habitat.

In December, 2000, the two KGW
towers were taken down and the copper
wires forming the ground planes were
dug out and removed.

127 The Denver Avenue site was eventually given
a “real” address, 10000 N Expo Road. Its gated
access road lead south from Expo Road near the

The transmitter building and site access
roads were left intact for another five
years. During this period, the
transmitter building was listed on
Portland’s Historic Resource inventory as
a Rank III'?8 resource and was
recommended for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places. However,
the building was razed anyway in 2005.

After KGW vacated the site, the building
interior was significantly vandalized and
the structure showed the effects of flood
damage. Removing the transmitter
building cleared the way for full
implementation of a Wetland Mitigation
Plan, creating a wetlands where the
KGW Denver Avenue transmitter site
had been.

southeast entrance to the Portland Expo Center
parking lot.

128 Rank III history resources are inventoried but
are not afforded protection.
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Scott Fybush/fybush.com

Figure 4-31 The KEX transmitter site near Clackamas, Oregon (Courtesy Scott Fybush/fybush.com)

A Close Call for KEX*2°

On August 25, 1933, NBC sold KEX to
The Oregonian which already owned
KGW. In 1935 the KEX transmitter was
moved to KGW'’s Vanport location where
they used a separate 300’ tower.130

In December, 1943, fire gutted the KEX-
KGW studios on the seventh floor of the
Oregonian Building. Staff salvaged what
they could and resumed operations from
the Denver Avenue transmitter site.131

On December 28, 1944, because of the
FCC’s duopoly ruling, The Oregonian
sold KEX to Westinghouse.

129 KEX was the local affiliate of ABC
130 See the KGW article for more history.
131 Pjoneer Mikes pg. 194

While Westinghouse prepared a new
transmitter site for KEX, they continued
transmitting from KGW's Vanport
location.

On April 8, 1948, the KEX transmitter
moved to 9415 SE Lawnfield Rd, near
Clackamas, where it is today.

The new site featured a Westinghouse
Model 50-HG transmitter and three 455’
Blaw-Knox center-guyed vertical
radiators.
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Figure 4-32 Aerial hoté of the 46-a

R b
cre KEX site n

=

ear Clackamas (ODOT 2008)

Power increased from 5 kw at Vanport their former 300" wooden tower was
to 50 kw day-and-night at Lawnfield, felled on May 30t when a floating
making KEX Oregon’s only 50,000-watt apartment building drifted into KGW's
AM station!32 and Oregon's only site.

designated clear-channel station.!33134

Like other Portland broadcasters, KEX
KEX's timely move out of Vanport, just was lauded in the press for their work
seven weeks before the flood, spared during the 1948 flood.
them from any flood damage. However,

132 KE7GGV.tripod.com to ensure the viability of cross-continent radio
133 |In 1941, sixty frequencies were set aside for service — Wikipedia “Clear-channel station”
use by usually only one AM station nation-wide 134 Another Westinghouse station, WOWO (Ft

Wayne IN), also transmitted on 1190 kc.
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“KEX was credited with giving the first
news of the Vanport dike break. When
Producer Ken Finley, who lived at
Vanport near the dike, heard the first
rush of water he looked out, grabbed
the phone, and notified the KEX

newsroom. The warning was promptly
aired, in fact so promptly that the
Vanport Sheriff’s office denied the
flash!"13>

WHAT FARM IMPLEMENT SELDOM
SHOWS IN FARM PICTURES

Answer: The radio.

You never thought of a radio as a farm implement?

True, the radio harrows no ground, it sows no seed, it harvests
no crops. But, through farm-educational programs, it tells the
farmer how best to plow. Through market data, it advises what
to plant. Through weather reports, it counsels when to reap.

A rather indispensable implement, the farm radio. Besides,
it’s a ready and reliable source of entertainment and amuse-
ment. . after the farm work is done.

At Westinghouse, we are aware of the trust that farmers
place in us.. in programming, and in technical develop-
ments leading to clearer, stronger reception on the farm front.
To justify this trust is part and parcel of Westinghouse policy.

KEX). For KEX, Paul H. Raymer Co.

'~ e

. WESTINGHOUSE RADIO

KDKA * WBZ - WBZA -

National representatives, NBC Spot Sales (except for

WOowQo -

STATIONS Inc

KEX + KYW

Figure 4-33 1946 Westinghouse ad promoting KEX and their other stations.

135 Broadcasting 6/07/48
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THE VOICES
of

VANPORT

Part 5 — The Response
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EKKO radio reception confirmation stamps (various sources)
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Before, during, and after the flood at
Vanport, commercial broadcasters and
the rest of community did everything
they could to help. Part 5 focuses on
the response and aftermath of the
flooding in Portland.

“Warnings of disaster were flashed to
the community when the danger
became apparent. Appeals were
broadcast for rescue workers, trucks,
and other facilities."13¢

“Radio appeals for food and clothing
brought thousands of persons to
Portland grade schools, the Red Cross
and Salvation Army headquarters...."13”
“Stations quickly rounded up all
available personnel. Special events

136 Flood Role
137 Food, Clothing Given pg. 3

Figure 5-1 Flood survivors spend the night at the Portland Amer/can Legion Hall (ACME Telephoto)

crews were assembled. Skeleton
holiday staffs were filled up and sent out
with tape and wire recording equipment
and generators. News from the stricken
area was given top priority, with
scheduled programs abandoned.
Bulletins from the Red Cross and rescue
authorities were broadcast.”138

“Loyal staffs worked around the clock —
often three or four times - with little
thought of personal danger or sacrifice
involved.”13°

Initial efforts following the flood were
aimed at rescue and recovery. Soon the
focus shifted to providing basics to
those that left Vanport with little or
nothing.

138 Flood Role
139 jbid
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Figure 5-2 Margarette Sheely and her five children pass time

B T - <

in their tempofa/y home - a classroom at

g

Whitaker School. Red Cross cots and a donated bed replace the gas range, furniture, and other
belongings lost at Vanport. On a card table, a 1939 Majestic Model 62A radio brings music and news.
(Alan delay photo) (Courtesy Oregon Journal)

Many families were split up during the

evacuation. The Red Cross began
registering the displaced people and

The role of hams shifted following the

initial flooding.

>

local radio stations began broadcasting

names and locations of survivors to

reassure concerned friends and family to

help reunite people who had been
separated from each other. “There
were 700 names on the list. But,

>

through a broadcast of the names the
list was cut in half by refugees who had

heard their names mentioned among
the missing.”140

140 Broadcasting 6/14/48 pg. 25

Vanport Pg. 84

Some continued providing
communications at the former
Vanport site.

Others assisted with rescue and
cleanup efforts and kept watch on
the dikes that were still standing.
Still others handled message traffic
in and out of the region helping
reunite families and responding to
inquiries from concerned loved ones
from across the country.



| /;'}gure 5-3 CS Jackson, KALE's eera/ manager, pilots The Oregon Jozxrha/’s: Bell 478 /Vewsroom

Dragonfly" in 1947. Sadly, Mr. Jackson was killed in a crash in December 1947. The Journal soon had a
new “dragonfly” and used it extensively during the flooding. (The Newsroom Dragonfiy)

KALE / KPOJ141

KALE's transmitter site on Eastview
Drive, had a sweeping view of the 1948
flood, from Troutdale almost to the
airport. The location, atop Mount Scott
southeast of Portland, was never in
danger of flooding. But KALE was
thoroughly involved in the Vanport
Emergency, nonetheless.

From September 1932 until March 1946,
The Oregon Journal newspaper,

Portland’s evening daily, owned two AM
stations, KOIN and KALE (1300 KC). In
March 1946, The Journal sold KOIN to
the Marshall Fields Department Store
which was expanding into media at the
time.

Even though KALE and KOIN were no
longer under joint ownership, they
continued to share a common site at
5516 SW Barnes Road (Sylvan Hill).

141 KALE was a member of the Mutual Broadcasting System / Don Lee network
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Expansion

Even as The Journal newspaper
expanded into AM broadcasting in the
1930’s, in the 1940's the company
aspired to expand into FM broadcasting
and television. Following World War II,

work began on the Mount Scott site. On
June 6, 1948, just a week after the dike
broke at Vanport, KALE went live with
AM and FM at the Mount Scott site
under their new call letters KPOJ and
KPOJ-FM.

Figure 5-4 KPOJ AM/FM transmitter site on Mount Scott in 1958 (Ours Ahead)
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May - June 1948

KGW (620 AM) belonged to The
Oregonian, Portland’s other daily
newspaper. Despite the competition
between the papers, when flooding put
KGW's transmitter out of commission on
the afternoon of May 30t, 1948, The
Journal’s KALE made a spare
transmitter'2 available to them at their
yet-unopened Mount Scott site.'43

“Working all night, the KGW staff,
headed by Chief Engineer Harold
Singleton, had the station on the air by
7:30 the next morning.”*** Thanks to
KALE, KGW was only off the air for
about fourteen hours.

142 We believe that the spare transmitter KGW
used may have been KALE’s 500-watt Hallock &
Watson transmitter, made here in Portland ca.
1930. KALE had been keeping it as a spare and
brought it with them to Mount Scott. Along with
many of the station’s other historical artifacts,
the Hallock & Watson transmitter was lost when

Meanwhile, KALE went on 24-hour duty
from its Sylvan site with news bulletins
and flood information.

At the station’s urging, “the Portland
Grocers Association made food available
to refugees and bakeries reopened and
worked all night to supply bread and
bakery products to the homeless. 14>

In addition to passing along official
reports and bulletins, KALE deployed
staff to flood locations to gather first-
hand news.

One team was on site in the Vanport
area for 48 hours keeping tabs on the
advancing flood.146

Joe Stein, KALE’s pilot-reporter, used
the station’s new helicopter to report
news on the flooding and to give the
Journal Newspaper’s photographers an
aerial platform from which to document
the disaster.

KALE flew Dick Wesson, their overnight
DJ, down to survey the damage caused
when the dike broke at Woodland.

the KPOJ transmitter building burned in March
1986.

143 The Oregonian 6/1/48

144 Broadcasting 6/7/48

145 ibid

146 Radio at Random
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Figure 5-5 KALE's Lou Gillette (left) interviews a Vanport evacuee (courtesy Ron kramer)

Famed newsman Lou Gillette surveyed In the mid-June, KPOJ capped-off its

the flooded Portland Meadows racetrack flood reporting with “a one-hour

and interviewed survivors. documentary on the past, present, and
future of the Columbia Basin flood,

In keeping with the technology of the using wire recorder, shortwave,

time, Lou’s report was delivered to the eyewitness accounts and interviews with

station on a wire recording.14/ supervisory authorities.”148

147 Broadcasting 6/7/48 148 Broadcasting 6/14/48

Vanport Pg. 88



SR

x . _ _ _
Figure 5-6 KOIN transmitter November 1932. (NWVRS archives)
KOIN

From September 1932 until March 1946,
The Oregon Journal newspaper,
Portland’s evening daily, owned two AM
stations, KOIN (940 KC) and KALE.

The stations shared a transmitter site at
5516 SW Barnes Rd atop Portland’s
west hills.

KOIN moved from 940 to 970 kc on
March 29, 1941 due to the NARBA
(North American Region Broadcast
Agreement) Treaty Allocations. 14

149 Broadcasting 9/15/40

In March 1946, because of duopoly
concerns, The Journal sold KOIN (5 kw,
daytime-only) to the Marshall Fields
Department Store which was expanding
into media at the time.

Even though KOIN and KALE were no
longer under joint ownership, they
continued to share the Sylvan site until
KALE moved to Mount Scott in June
1948.
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During the Vanport emergency, KOIN Additionally, KOIN’s staff met with the

served as a liaison between the other agencies responding to the
American Red Cross and the other emergency to facilitate the exchange of
Portland broadcasters. In this role, information. One of KOIN’s liaison staff
KOIN studios had a direct line into Red was news reporter George Wann, a
Cross headquarters; they received and Vanport resident, who lost everything in
relayed news bulletins out to the other the flood.

stations, lessening the burden on the

Red Cross. KOIN fed ten shows to the Columbia

Broadcasting System (CBS) network,
helping cover the disaster for listeners
nation-wide.

.‘l

Flgure 5- 7 Thelr heads are bandaged but they're st|II musterlng sm|Ies L|fe magazme
photographer Johnny Florea and Coast Guard Lieutenant Bill Williams sit among the wreckage
of their helicopter. (7he Oregonian 6/3/48)
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The Helicopter Crash

When KOIN staffers were covering
Vanport activities on June 2nd, a
helicopter crashed almost in their laps.
Coast Guard Lt Bill Williams was taking
Life Magazine photographer Johnny
Flores on an inspection trip over the
flood area. While at an altitude of about
500’ over the inundated Portland
Meadows, the engine failed on their
Sikorsky helicopter.

"I fought every inch of the way to get to
dry land. We were about to make a
normal (dead engine) landing when
suddenly the motor started again and
something gave way. I was hit on the
head and the next thing I knew we were
sitting on the ground with wreckage all
around us."”t>0

“The impact broke off the main rotors
and snapped off the tail boom. Williams
and Florea were catapulted forward and
broke the plexiglass cockpit bubble with
their heads.”15!

The wreckage landed in a garlic patch
just 50 feet south of the flood-swollen
Columbia Slough. The KOIN news staff
quickly loaded their station wagon and
drove to the crash scene along
Columbia Blvd.

After their wounds were tended to,
KOIN interviewed the men. “Tape was
rushed back to the [KOIN] studios and
broadcast within an hour of the crash.!>2

150 Oregonian 6/03/48
151 jbid

The CBS Flood Relief Broadcast

In early June, the Hollywood
Coordinating Council, which handles
benefit appearances by film stars
announced plans for a fund-raising trip
to the northwest. “Originally, a stellar
troupe was set to fly to Portland and
Seattle for rallies to raise flood relief
funds. At the last moment, government
officials in the northwest called a halt to
the plans, since the flood danger was
still imminent and large gatherings were
inadvisable.”153

In place of the planned trip, the CBS
network agreed to produce and
distribute a nation-wide appeal through
its affiliate radio stations. KOIN was the
CBS station in Portland.

The “Hollywood Salutes the Red Cross”
broadcast took place on the evening of
Saturday June 12% and was carried
nation-wide by US and Canadian
stations.

The A-list radio stars scheduled to
participate in the 45-minute radio
broadcast included:

» Phil Baker > Bob Hope

» Jack Benny » Betty Hutton

» Eddie Cantor > Danny Kaye

» Jack Carson > Lum ‘n’ Abner
» Joan Davis > Andy Russell

» Phil Harris » Dinah Shore

152 Broadcasting 6/14/48 pg. 64
153 Hollywood News, Views
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Figure 5-8 KXL transmitter and tower at the Town of Harmony (Courtesy Ron Kramer)

KXL154
At the time of the 1948 flooding, KXL that became part of the Clackamas
was broadcasting 10kw (daytime only) Town Center shopping center campus in
from the “Town of Harmony,” property the 1970’s.

154 KXL was a member of the Pacific Northwest Broadcasters
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In order to better serve the community agreed and KXL began broadcasting

during the flood, KXL petitioned the FCC around the clock on Monday, May 315t
by telegram for authority to broadcast They continued broadcasting 24-hour
twenty-four hours a day, asserting that emergency information through
thousands of lives and millions in Thursday, June 3rd.

property were imperiled. The FCC

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGOESTIONS FIOM ITS FATHONS CONCERNING I'T™ SERVICE

CLAsS OF SERVICE § N ; E 8 !I E R i\' I 1201 ¥ SYMBOLS j
This is a fullrare” ) ¢ DL = Day Lecter

Telegram or Cabies

™ NL=Nighs Loty
gram unless o de X
ferred character is Ine X LC = Defercad Cable
dicated by a sultable N
symbal above or pres A N NLY =Calile sighe Lowiee

cading the address, JOSEPH L. EGAN

POCSALENT \ Bip Radiogrem A

The g viims shown I (o date las 66 telegrana And Lay lutieis ia HTANDAND TIME at polst of origin, Tize of receipt is STANDAKD TIME at potut ol eatinatics

ORPHE 3L DS PORTLANU ORG

81PD PORTLAND OR3 WAY 51 1948 12506P
FEDERAL CUMMUNICATION CUMMISSION

WASA OC
IN VIEN OF FLOOD DISASTER AND IMPENDING FLUUD PERIL DUE TO WATER wHICH
IS STILL RAISING IN TAE CULUMAIA AND WILLAWVETTE RIVERS WE REQUEST
PERMISSIOUN TO BROAODCAST 24 HOMRS DAILY PENODING END OF EMERGENCY YOUR
URSENT AND PROMPT CUNSIDERATION 18 REQUESTED TAHUNSANDS OF LIVES ARE
PERILED PLUS WILLIONS IN' PROPERTY DAMAGE EVERY EFFURT 1S AFING MADE

TO ACCOMODATE RED CROSS STAIE POLICE CITY POLICE AND ARMED FORCES

DIRECTINSG PEOPLE IN PERJILO"S AREAS., OVR FACILITIES ARE AT [AE
DISPOSAL uF TAESE ASENCIES

KAL BROAJCASTERS
A S JACKSON

Figure 5-9 Telegram from KXL to the FCC requesting permission to broadcast twenty-four-hours
a day for duration of the Vanport emergency. (Courtesy Ron Kramer)
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KXL carried 576 bulletins in the first 48
hours after the Vanport dike broke.
[They] “kept the entire XL network —
many of whose stations are in the flood
area — supplied with advance
information on nearing flood crests.”1>

“As a follow-up of the disaster, KXL
wired all Senators and Congressmen
from Oregon and Washington [in
support of] aid that the federal

government might be expected to give
to rehabilitate the 18,000 citizens of
Vanport and surrounding territory along
the Columbia."1>¢

It seems very fitting then, that KXL was
one of two stations selected to cover
President Truman'’s June 11t Portland
speech in which he promised $10 million
in immediate aid for flood victims.

During the recent Vanport Flood disaster,
KXL was right “‘on the spot'' to give listen-

ers a vivid account by special broadcast.
Figure 5-10 from KXL Presents Going Forward with Radio 1948

155 Broadcasting 6/14/48

156 Broadcasting 6/14/48
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“KXL was the founding namesake for
what became known as the XL stations,
a regional group owned by Craney-
Symons that included stations in
Spokane and Ellensburg, Washington,
and Butte, Helena, Great Falls and
Bozeman, Montana.

On January 4, 1947, all these stations
(except KXL) changed their call signs to

ones that included XL — giving the group
its name. They formerly operated under
the name Pacific Northwest
Broadcasters, but the XL stations as
they were commonly known, were large
enough to maintain offices in

Hollywood, San Francisco, New York
and Chicago, and their scope gave KXL
added prominence.”1%’

Listen to the “Playground Jomboree™
roadcast throughout the Spring and Sum-
er by the Pacific Northwest Broadcasters.
usic, special events and timely informa-

on about places to go and things to do.
lenty of big prizes too. Tune in regularly.

Figure 5-11 Map of the Pacific Northwest Broadcasters XL Stations ca. 1947

157 Pioneer Mikes pg. 246
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KOCO

Salem resident B. Loring Schmidt was
awarded an FCC license for 1490 kc at
250 watts on November 21, 1946. The
station’s call sign was KOCO (K-Oregon'’s
Capitol-Outlet) and it referred to itself as
“cocoa. 18

Soon thereafter land for a tower and
tranmitter/studio building was
purchased at 1426 Edgewater Street in
West Salem. The station went on the
air July 9, 1947.

Ten years later, the Schmidt’s sold the
station to Salem Broadcasting Company
who moved it Glen Creek Road NW and
changed the call sign to KBZY.

In June, 1948, KOCO joined KSLM in
supporting several Salem-area initiatives
to provide aid to the flood refugees.
The details are covered in the KSLM

story.

Fitjré 5-12 K'OCO;S Dave Hoss and
Margaret Pickett in 1947.
(Courtesy Dr. Harry H Stein)

158 Pjoneer Mikes pg. 229
159 Radio At Random

KOOS

The two staffers at KOOS, Leonard
Epling and Jack Irvine, made a June 6%
flight over the flooded Vanport area “to
bring back a first-hand, eye-witness
report of actual conditions. "1°>°

The tape-recorded program was aired
on KOOS Monday, June 7t, and was
sent to other northwest radio stations
for rebroadcast.

DIAL 1230

Figure 5-13 KOOS logo
(Coos Bay Times 5/1948)

KOOS was located on the fifth floor of
the Hall Building in downtown Coos Bay.
The coastal Oregon station ran 250
watts on 1230 kc “daytime”1® hours
only. Its nightime power rights were
surrendered to KSLM in Salem in 1934.

KOOS was a member of the Don Lee —
Mutual Broadcast system.

160 6 am to Midnight Mon — Sat, 7am -11 pm -
Sunday
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KSLM

Figure 5-14 KSLM Building 1971

KSLM and KOCO supported initiatives in

the Salem area to aid Vanport Refugees.

May 31 — Salvation Army

A radio and telephone clothing drive
began at 11:00 on May 31, The Salem
Housing Authority office was quickly
flooded with an estimated $100,000
worth of clothing donated by Marion
County residents. The drive was
coordinated by Captain R B Lesher of
the Salvation Army and Joe Hopkins the
Housing Authority Manager.

The clothing was sent to Portland for
distribution to refugees by the Salvation
Army there.

Joe Hopkins thanked KOCO, KSLM, and
KOIN for their assistance.6!

161 Flood Victims Sent Clothing in Salem Aid
162 Member of the Red Cross executive board
163 Acting Home Service director for the Red
Cross

June 9 — Evacuees Campaign

On the evening of June 9t", KOCO and
KSLM aired fundraisng campaigns which
included appeals from Vanport
evacuees.

Evacuee Chester Jackson was
interviewed by KOCO. L.O. Arens!®2 and
Mrs. Eleanor Fox!%3 also spoke on the
broadcast.

At KSLM, the program included appeals
from evacuee Mrs. Anna Towea as well
as W M Hamilton.164, Mrs. Ralph
Moody, 16> and Dr. Ralph Purvine.166

June 10 — Red Cross Campaign

Dave Hoss, the KOCO program publicity
manager,!%” was made the radio
chairman for a Red Cross fundraising
drive.

At 3:30 pm on June 10%, Vanport
evacuees and workers for the Marion
County chapter of American Red Cross
went “on the air,” at KSLM appealing for
voluntary contributions of money for
flood area relief. Charles Huggins of the
chapter’s executive board and Susan
Faherty, executive manager, spoke
along with one of the evacuees.

The campaign included plans for
collection booths and other advertising
in connection with flood hardships
undergone by thousands of Oregon,
Washington, and Idaho residents.

164 Chairman of the Red Cross chapter
165 Red Cross Chapter general board
166 Red Cross Disaster Committee

167 Figure 5-12
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Salem had been without a radio station
of its own since 1922168 when KSLM
signed on in October 1934.

When the station changed hands in
March, 1944, one of the new owner’s
first actions was to change from their
affilition with Keystone Broadcasting
Service to Pacific Broadcating Company.
PBC essentially represented Mutual/Don
Lee to smaller stations and distributed
their programming over the same
circuits.

KFLW

1450

ON YOUR DIAL
-

7/ |\
4

v/

Figure 5-15 Microphone-shaped radio
promoting KFLW. (Courtesy Ron Kramer)

Klamath Falls

In May, 1948, Klamath Falls had two AM
broadcasters; KFJI and KFLW. Both
helped provide aid to the stricken areas.

168 KFCD closed in 1922.

KFJI was founded in Astoria, OR in the
1922. Despite a successful nine-year
run, George Kincaid decided to move
the station to Klamath Falls in 1931.
Klamath Fall’s first radio station was
enthusiastically received when they
debuted on New Years Day 1932.

At the time of the flood, they were
running 100 watts at 1240 kc and were
affiliated with MBS-Don Lee.

The station’s call sign became KAGO in
October, 1959.

KFLW was started in Klamath Falls in
1946. They were owned by 7he
[Klamath Falls] Herald and News. KFLW
ran 250 watts at 1450 kc and was
afficiated with ABC, later adding CBS.

The station became KFLS in 1972.
The Klamath Campaign

In early June, KFJI and KFLW joined
with 7he Herald and News to broadcast
appeals. And the Klamath Basin
community responded generously.

Superintendant Arnold Gralapp, together
with school principals, requested each
pupil to bring either money, non-
perishable food, or clothing to school.

Members of the Salvation Army and
local voluneteers gathered the donations
and packed them for the trip to
Portland.

Balsiger Ford and the Marine Corps
recruiting station supplied trucks and
drivers.169

169 SA Drive Opens for Flood Relief
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ABC affiliate station, KYJC Medford, had
reporters on the scene in Portland early
during the flood emergency.

Acting on a twenty-five-year long
interest in radio broadcasting, Robert
Ruhl the publisher of the Medford Mail
Tribune decided to build a station. Gary
Latham, the paper’s circulation manager
wound up supervising the station
construction despite having no previous
radio experience.

170 Pjoneer Mikes pg. 221

Flgu?é 5-16 KYJC Medford |n 1§4§ (courtesy Southern Oreg‘on’H/Ston/, Rev/sed) o

KYJC

Eh s e ST
PO

“FCC approval arrived on August 27,
1947, and on October 10, the Mai/
Tribune’s new station KYJC signed-on
with 250 watts on 1230 kc.

Initially KYJC was a part-time ABC
Network affiliate carrying some network
programs.”’% They became a full ABC
affiliate on March 1st, 1949, and the
change brought such programs as The
Lone Ranger and Milton Berle Star
Theatre.
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The Vanport Broadcasts

Working from KYJC’s mobile unit,
reporters Hal Newhouse!’! and Bernie
Burnside arrived at Vanport on the
morning of Monday May 315172, They
set up along Denver Avenue not far
from where the fill failed on Monday
night.

After arriving on scene, the reporters
began recording interviews for their
broadcasts. The first recordings, sent
back to Medford at noon, were edited-
together in time for a 7:30 pm
broadcast on the 31%t. A second set of
recordings from the afternoon of the
315t were broadcast at 8:30 on the
morning of June 1%,

On June 1%, The Medford Mail Tribune,
the new station’s owner, published a
page 1 story!’3 touting KYJC's important
role in sharing the story of the flood
emergency. However, their assertions
that the team from KYJC were the first
radio reporters to broadcast from the
site did not hold water.

171 Harold L Newhouse entered radio as an
announcer with KMED in 1946. He worked at
stations KYJC, Medford; KRCO, Prineville;
KRMW, The Dalles; before becoming

commercial manager at KBOY, Medford in 1960.

A Kangaroo Court

On Saturday June 5, KYJC broadcast
from a “kangaroo court” fundraiser for
Vanport relief.

During the event, local Medford
businessmen were lassoed by Jackson
County Sheriff's Posse members.

Then, the posse placed violators in a
bull pen on a stock truck and court was
conducted on another truck.

After being corralled, violators were
meted fines from $1 to $5 by Judge
Carey Thomson for failure to wear
western garb.

Culprit’s ties were cut off and the
defendants made to buy neckerchiefs.

Receipts for the fines were portions of
neckties cut off.

The hilarity was broadcast on KYJC,
which helped draw in crowds in the
hundreds to downtown Medford.

The Jackson County Sheriff’s Posse’s
kangaroo court netted $105.42 for
Vanport relief.”174

172 They arrived after Vanport was flooded but
before the Denver Avenue fill breached.

173 KYJC Broadcasts on Flood Scene pg. 1
174 Vanport Relief Gets $105 from Kangaroo
Court.
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Recovery and Repairs

Figure 5-17 Soldiers and Volunteers usé a DUKW to search through l/ahport.

/ o

Survivors were found clinging to debris,

The former site of Vanport was now a sitting on the roofs of buildings, and
swirling lake full of dirt, debris, drifting calling for help from second-story
buildings, and belongings. The National windows.

Guard activated four amphibious
DUKWs.

The DUKWSs, numerous Coast Guard

The Army arrived Sunday night,
deploying over 1,600 soldiers
throughout the flood area from

boats, and fair number of private craft Troutdale to Clatskanie, bringing with

searched through the flood waters in
search of survivors.

them additional DUKWSs from Fort Lewis.
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Likewise, the Oregon National Guard “The troops were employing 75 trucks

deployed 500 soldiers, mostly from and four new amphibious ‘buffaloes.’....A
Portland units,'”> to sandbag dikes, deputy sheriff rode each amphibious
provide security, and search the flooded vehicle as they patrolled flooded

areas. Vanport.”176

Jserx_.

F/gure 5 1 8 A private from the Army Natlona/ Guard keeps watch at Vanport. His /unch -
rations and bottles of Coca Cola - sits half-eaten on the chair. His post has been provided with
a BC-1000 / SCR-300 Walkie-Talkie radio. (The Oregonian June 6, 1948)

(photo courtesy of the Oregon Historical Society Research Library)

175 General Rilea called personnel to duty from from Forest Grove. 500 National Guardsmen
elements of the 162" and 168t infantry Patrol Vanport.
regiments, the 218% field artillery, and the 162 176 jbid

engineers as well as the headquarters company
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Forty members of the U.S. Coast
Guard, reinforced by ninety auxiliary
members, participated in waterfront
patrols. “Headquarters were opened at
McCuddy’s Columbia Marina, on NE
Marine Dr.

A 38-foot picket boat, a surf boat, and a
sound truck were ordered to Portland

from the Point Adams lifesaving
station...."””

In addition, six radio-equipped private
yachts from the Portland area were
commissioned to stand by as Coast
Guard cutters with Coast Guard auxiliary
crews.178

Figure 5-19 One of the Coast Guard communications trucks deployed to the disaster area.
Radios in the truck keep the team in direct communication with Washington DC, the 13" Coast
Guard district headquarters in Seattle, and radio equipped boats and jeeps in the flood area.
Chief Radioman, C E Christman, USCG, second from left, heads the operation.

(The Oregon Journal 6/6/48).

177 Columbia River Flood Tragedy pg. A3691

178 ibid

Vanport Pg. 103



Eight motor surf boats were brought
from Oregon coastal stations, and four
communications trucks, a plane, and
helicopter!’® were brought from
Seattle.180

E

Figure 5-20 In early June, the Air Force flew hundr

In a particularly memorable mission,
“one auxiliary Coast Guard crew
removed a couple by chopping a hole
through the thin wall of a house that
had titled at an angle, sealing all the
doors and windows. 18!

A —

A -
ds of thousands of sandbags from Stockton, CA to

Portland. Just a few days later, flooding closed the Portland airbase and airport.
The cargo plane is a Curtis C-46 Commando. (Acme Telephoto)

The Air Force delivered all kinds of
supplies including radio jeeps from Fort
Lewis near Tacoma and sandbags from
Sacramento. Soldiers at Fairfield-Suisun
(Travis) air base sent a planeload of

179 An additional Coast Guard helicopter and
pilot were brought up from the Bay Area. After
crashing, the wreckage was returned by truck to
the air base near South San Francisco for
analysis. See the section on KOIN for more
information.

dresses, shirts, baby clothes and other
items.

More than 190,000 pounds of
emergency freight was flown from
McChord Field.182

180 valiant Efforts pg. 21
181 Heroism pg. 12
182 Planes Kept Busy
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Figure 5-21 Members of theregon CAP

pose

7 3

with their heavy radio truck, a 1941 Chevrolet 1-

1/2 ton panel truck. Antennas dot the roof. CAP members are demonstrating EE-8 field
telephones and BC-611 Handie-Talkies. Staff Sgt Ethyle Kremers is seated behind the
makeshift desk. (Akroyd photo) (Courtesy Historic Photo Archive)

The Oregon Civil Air Patrol "CAP,"
provided radio communications, first aid,
and search and rescue efforts on the
ground and from the air.

“A 24-man crew working under the
American Red Cross was already
enroute to the Faloma area when the
dike burst and was diverted to
Vanport...."183 “When Denver Avenue
went out [on the following day]...the
communications unit in addition to

183 Radio Warning Network pg. 12
184 |pid.

maintaining radio communications
helped evacuate the Portland Meadows
racetrack and continued to provide first
aid."184

“CAP planes volunteered to patrol the
dikes in the Portland area and provided
communications and supplies to isolated
towns like Kalama and Woodland where
planes, using the isolated highway for
an airport, ferried in food and medical
supplies.”18>

185 Valliant Efforts pg. 21

Vanport Pg. 105




Sgt. Ethyle Kremer’s service record For more information about Sgt.
documents flying ten CAP airborne Kremer-O’Neil and the Oregon CAP, see

sorties in six days between May 27t and her biography in Appendix 2.
June 1st,186

Figure 5-22 A 1939 Taylorcraft BL-95 observation plane wings over the flooding in North
Portland. The security of the dikes remained a concern until the Columbia River receded
several weeks after the initial breach. The CAP continued to search for victims as the water
went down behind the dikes. (Akroyd Photo) (Courtesy Historic Photo Archive)

186 Request for Personnel Actions
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Figure 5-23 The Jay W Stevens Disaster Service Unit (Portland Fire Bureau)

The Portland Fire Department
deployed the unique “Jay W Stevens
Disaster Service Unit” to Vanport to
support rescue and recovery efforts and
coordinate communications among
firefighters. It's generators and portable
lights would have been invaluable
during the night rescue operations.

The Unit was designed in 1939 by a
team from the Bureau and built at the
Kenworth plant in Seattle. It was 29’
feet long, staffed by a team of six
specially-trained fire fighters and was
equipped with “every type of tool,
device, and machine that...might be of
use...."187

Combining the features of many of
today’s specialized rescue vehicles, the
Unit carried generators, lights, all types

187 Jay W Stevens Dedication Pamphlet

of communications equipment, medical
supplies, ropes, welding equipment,
even film photography equipment. “It
had portable power plants capable of
floodlighting a village or restoring
lighting in a building, ...radio sending
and receiving sets installed in gas and
smoke helmets,” etc. etc..188

Jay W Stevens, for whom the Unit was
named, was a famed Portland firefighter
who rose to prominence in the Bureau
through outstanding work in the early
1900's. He went on to rise to the
highest levels of regional, and then
national, firefighting agencies.

In addition to its regular mission, the
Unit is remembered for representing the
Bureau as a fixture of the Portland Rose
Parade for decades.

188 bid
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Figure 5-24 Dispatcher Desks at the Portland Police Bureau (left) and
the Multnomah County Sheriff's Office ca. 1951. (Mather Photos)

Though Vanport was outside the city
limits and under the jurisdiction of the
Multnomah County Sheriff, the
Portland Police played an active role
in the response and recovery. In his
report, Portland Police Chief James
Fleming pointed out several specific
contributions.

“About 70 men of the detective division
are on the front lines of the flood,
stationed in two-way radio cars on the
dikes providing communications for the
military and other agencies on the front
lines."183

189 Valiant Efforts pg. 21
190 jhid

The Portland Police radio division
“handled 2,275 logged radio calls in the
first 7 Y2 hours after the river smashed
into Vanport.”1%0

“A dozen officers who lived in Vanport
lost everything when they turned to help
others escape. So did thirteen city
firemen. Patrolman Jim Sergeant, spent
two days on continuous flood duty in
charge of two Sea Scout power lifeboats
in the Vanport lake area.”1%!

191 jbid
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After the telephone lines between
Vancouver and Portland were severed,
the Nieman Company parked a
telecommunications truck in front of
Vancouver city hall. With it the
Vancouver police department was able
to stay in touch with the Portland police
headquarters by radio until lines were
restored.1%?

“Sheriff Martin Pratt [assigned] his
full 88 men into the flood area. They
have worked continuously ever since. A
trailer house has now been provided on
the flood front where they can snatch a
few hours of rest...”1%3

Figure 5-25 The 35-foot Bonnie cruises the Willamette River in the summer of 1948. Bonnie was one
of three two-way radio-equipped harbor patrol boats in the Multnomah County Sheriff's fleet.

192 SPS May Be First pg. pg 4.

193 jbid
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Figure 5-26 Te/ephone //'né/*nen\‘ work near flooded I/a;,bort to re-establish telephone communications.

. r 4

(ACME Telephoto)

Telephones

In March 1947, the telephone company
installed the “TYler” manual telephone
exchange in the Vanport Administration
building. Residents placed calls by
lifting the receiver off-the-hook and
giving the desired humber to an
operator, who placed the call for them.

Before the TYler exchange was installed,
Vanport numbers were served by a
patchwork of exchanges including
GArfield, MUrdock, TRinity, TUxedo,
UNiversity, and WEbster exchanges.!**

194 Voice of Vanport pg. 2

"I picked up TYler 0860 at 4.:15 and a
man yelled, 'The dikes have broken....”
Peggy Benjamin, Vanport telephone
operator.

“The switchboard lights were heavy at
11:00 am when I came on duty, May
30, and they stayed heavy. About 2:30
the supervisor in charge was notified by
the Housing Authority to be prepared to
notify the Vanport people, if the warning
signal sounded."1%>

When Vanport flooded two-hours later,

seven of the nine TYler telephone
operators lost their homes.

195 peggy Benjamin'’s Story pg. 3
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The TYler operators and other
employees at the exchange were among
the last to leave, remaining at their
posts as long as they were allowed.
“Over and over they gave out warnings
for Vanport residents to leave their
homes. The power had been turned off,
but the warnings were continued until
the switchboard went dead.”1%

Figure 5-27 hey put others first. Seated (L to R) Operators Neva Jones, Eva Hardegger,

“Finally we ran out and at the time we
could see the water coming down the
slough in high waves...”*” “One
operator ran to her nearby home for her
two small children, and with them
caught the last bus to get out of the
flooding area.”!%8

Bernice Marx, Carol Hunter, Peggy Benjamin. Standing: Chief Operator Abina Pendergast,
Esther Lacy, Arloah Blair, Switchman Harold Tambling, Edna Kelly, Evening Chief Operator
Jennie Schon. (Pacific Telephone Magazine)

Mobile telephone cars were brought to
the site immediately after the flood for
use by relief workers and law
enforcement.

1% River on Rampage pg. 2
197 peggy Benjamin’s Story pg. 3

Emergency telephones were established
at key points. And six telephone booths
were set up on Denver Avenue.

198 River on Rampage pg. 2
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Figure 5-28 Building telephone booths on the Denver Avenue fill. Six booths were set up
overlooking flooded Vanport to serve relief workers, law enforcement, and reporters.

(Pacific Telephone Magazine)

When the Denver Avenue fill failed on Washington and Oregon. By early
Monday night, May 31st, it carried away Tuesday morning, 100 of the more than
two crucial cables, cutting off telephone 600 circuits had been re-established.

and telegraph service between
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Figure 5-29 Senior Repairman Vic Turnbull crouches in the stern of an army DUKW "Duck" as
duplex telephone wire is pulled across the Denver Avenue gap. (Pacific Telephone Magazine)

An Army DUKW laid the first duplex wire
across the Denver Avenue gap and
larger emergency cables were laid down
from a barge. A diver inspecting the
cables quickly determined that they had
never reached the bottom and would be
vulnerable to being cut by debris or
snagged by boats. A 30-ton pile driver

Figure 5-30 Laying emergency cables by-barge. (Pacific Telephone Magazine)

on a barge was summoned, driving
pilings so that the cables could be lifted
out of the debris-filled water and cross
the 600-foot wide Denver Avenue gap
on poles. Emergency repairs were
completed on June 8.

fgk
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Vanport’'s manual TYler telephone
exchange was never re-established.
Vanport numbers were already
scheduled to cut-over to Portland’s new
TWinoaks exchange on July 31t and
given dial-service.

Of the 1,750 lines on the TYler
exchange, 1,170 were submerged with
Vanport. Those outside the flooded
areas and were cutover to TWinoaks

within 48 hours by Western Electric
crews working around-the-clock.

Throughout the flooded area, telephone
lines, power lines, and other utilities had
been damaged and needed to be
restored, or at least capped-off.

Because of all the water and mud, in
various places Army land mine detectors
were used to locate water main cut-offs
and pipe-line breaks.1??

F/gure 5-31 Ut///ty Workers /nsta// temporary //gbts for keep/ng tabs on the a’/ke near Troutda/e
Three rings of sandbags help stop a "sand boil” on the dike’s edge from turning into a breach.
(The Oregon Journal 6/6/48) (ACME Telephoto)

199 1948 National Guard Annual Report
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Towing Houses

During the weeks it took for the flood
waters to subside, moving and securing
large floating debris became a priority;

both to get it out of the way of
reconstruction and to keep it from
drifting and causing damage as had
happened at KGW.

Figure 5-32 Towing floating homes in Delta Park 6/5/48. (ACME Telephoto)

The Toll on Transportation

On Sunday, June 6%, just a week after
the Memorial Day flood, the
Oregonian?%® ran a story summarizing
the condition of transportation in the
Portland area. At the time of the story,
the flood was subsiding slightly, and
conditions were improving. However, a
new crest was expected Tuesday or
Wednesday.

Progress was being made on restoring
the 625-foot long gap in the Union
Avenue fill and the project was on
schedule according to A.G. Skelton,
highway department engineer. By noon
on Saturday June 5, a total of 25,000
cubic yards of boulders, rocks, and sand

200 Smith Lake Trestle Nears Completion pg. 18

had been dumped into the Union
Avenue gap and the 630-foot long
Denver Avenue gap.

The Union Avenue fill will be completed
first and may be ready to travel by the
end of the week. After the fill is
finished, it must be topped with a
leveling course and two inches of
pavement. The job will only be
temporary because of expected settling
in the fill.

Boat traffic was severely restricted on
the Oregon Slough and on the main
channel of the Columbia River near
Portland to prevent further erosion, or
over-topping, of the beleaguered dikes.
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The Oneonta Tunnel on US 30291 near
Multnomah Falls was again endangered
as the Columbia River rose. Overland
Greyhound bus passengers headed east
from Portland through the gorge were
rebooked on the Union Pacific and
travelled by train to Pendleton where
they resumed their journey by bus. The
short trip from Portland to Vancouver by
Hwy 99 over the Interstate Bridge was
cut off by the failure of the Union and
Denver Avenue fills. Traffic destined for
points east of Vancouver was routed
east to the Bridge of the Gods toll span
at Cascade Locks. Traffic volume over
the bridge peaked at about 200 cars per
day.

Highway traffic headed north from
Portland to points north of Kelso was
routed over Hwy 30 west to the Kelso-
Longview Bridge. Further to the west,
Hwy 30 was closed at Clatskanie.

Portland’s air carriers were shifted to
other regional airports. United Air Lines,
Northwest Airlines, and Western Airlines
used McNary field in Salem. West Coast
Air Lines used the McMinnville airport.

The train route to Seattle faced new
trouble when a bridge over Coweeman
River south of Kelso was declared
unsafe for traffic. The rail line at
Kalama had been under water for
several days and was closed until the
water receded enough to permit

201 Yes, US 30 was still the only route through
the Gorge on the Oregon side. Interstate 84
was still years in the offing.

inspection. Portland-Seattle train
connections were maintained with
difficulty. Passengers were shuttled
between Portland and Kelso by bus and
the three trains operating daily between
Seattle and Kelso were turned around at
Centralia and backed 40 miles to Kelso.

In the Longview-Kelso area, flood
waters weakened the bridge over the
Cowlitz River and freight trains were
being run into Longview by way of the
Cowlitz & Columbia railway bridge north
of Kelso.

Shipments of livestock were generally
banned because the Portland
stockyards, adjacent to Vanport, were
closed by flooding.

Because of the closure at Kalama, the
Northern Pacific was detouring trains
into regions north of Portland via the
Oregon Trunk via Wishram and Pasco.
Of course, it was still impossible to
reach Woodland, Ridgefield, and
Kalama.

The Southern Pacific was operating
normal schedules southward from
Brooklyn Yards in southeast Portland.

The Union Pacific was operating normal
schedules into a temporary station at N
Russell St and Interstate Ave (Albina
Yards).
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Figure 5-33 A Southern Pacific Railroad steam crane with a pile driver rebuilds the washed-out
trestle west of Vanport. Three pile drivers and hundreds of workers collaborated to bridge the
gap in just a week. (The Oregonian)

Restoring Train Service

On Sunday, June 6%, just a week after
the tragedy, the SP&S reopened the rail
line between Portland and Vancouver.
The gap in the fill that had allowed flood
waters into Vanport was bridged by a
new wooden trestle.202

A single track was laid on the new deck
“over which will pass SP&S trains
between Portland and Spokane, Great
Northern and Northern Pacific

202 Trestle Spans Break pg. 11

203 Smith Lake Trestle Nears Completion pg. 18
204 “To the outward appearances, the railroad fill
was the strongest part of the diking system [that
surrounded Vanport on three sides]. It was 40

transcontinental trains, and joint train
service of Northern Pacific, Great
Northern, and Union Pacific between
Portland and Seattle.”2%3

In the decades since, the trestle has
been covered with soil, just like the
previous fill. 204

And there still is no actual dike
protecting the west side of Pen 1.

to 50 feet wide across the top and had greater
free board than any dike in the area. It gave
way, however, as workers were strengthening
dikes along the river front proper...”

Engineering News-Record June 10, 1948 pg. 72

Vanport Pg. 117



Closing the Ham Net

“The week following June 6%, when the
need for ham facilities tapered
downward, was one of consolidation
and standby, with equipment
installations remaining intact in case of
further use, and men getting much
needed rest and going back to jobs from
which they had been absent.”2%>

“On Wednesday, June 16%, almost three
weeks after the start of the operation,
the dismantling of the amateur nets was
begun. The job could finally be
classified as completed, with all
agencies assisted heaping high praise
upon the emergency work of the
amateurs. Among those served were
the Coast Guard, Army, Navy, National
Guard, Red Cross, U.S. Engineers,
Sheriff's Office, Civil Air Patrol, State
Police, public utilities, and others.
Upwards of 10,000 messages were
handled...in the Portland area alone.”2%

Part of the legacy of the organizational
efforts for the ham response to Vanport
was the creation of the Oregon
Emergency Net (OEN).2%7

“Amateur radio assisted in every way it
could, handling communications,
patrolling the river, and working closely
with police, military and service
organizations, when the “break-through”
occurred. For eight days emergency

205 Preliminary Disaster Committee Report pg.
36
206 QRR pg. 108.

operations continued, twenty-four hours
a day. During the first three days no
traffic was handled except high priority
emergency, rescue, medical and
housing. The greatest share of these
operations were handled on ten meters
on such frequencies as were quickly
available to most operators.” 208

After the first three days, Portland
amateurs began working through the
tremendous backlog of health and
welfare traffic that had accumulated.
Amateurs "...found themselves deluged
by the amount of traffic waiting to be
moved into and out of the area. Phone
stations picked any frequency in the 75
meter phone band that seemed clear
and announced that they were ready for
incoming messages. Much of their out-
going traffic was very difficult to move
due to scattered operations and
insufficient and uncertain statewide
coverage.

The emergency operations had clearly
demonstrated the need for an organized
statewide amateur emergency
communications network and the
subject of forming such a network was
taken up by a committee of Portland
amateurs, headed by the ARRL
Emergency Coordinator of Multnomah
County (Al Davis, W7DIS).”% This led
to the establishment of permanent 80-
meter traffic handling networks running
both CW and phone.

207 The Oregon Netter 9/2008 pg. 3. For more
information on the OEN, see Appendix 3.

208 OEN - Its History pg. 4.

209 jbid
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The TWA Airlift

On the morning of Wednesday, June
2", a special TWA flight landed in Salem
with relief supplies for the northwest.

The TWA plane, chartered by Howard
Hughes, carried penicillin, sulpha drugs,
iodine and chlorine for water
purification, streptomycin, phenobarbital
sedatives, milk of bismuth, bandages
and burn ointments.

A gift of the Rexall druggists of America,
the medical supplies were ultimately
destined for the flooded areas around
Kalama, Ellensburg, and Bonners Ferry,
Idaho. The Portland-Vancouver area
was felt to already have adequate
supplies.

The supplies were taken from McNary
Field by a car and a truck with trailers
that were fitted out for the journey to
Washington and Idaho. The Red Cross
and local doctors distributed the
supplies when they reached the
destination communities.

“Also coming to Salem on the plane
from Los Angeles were newspaper and
radio people. In the group were Don
Diggins, aviation editor of the Los
Angeles Daily News, and his
photographer, Harry Watson; Jim
McNamara of radio station KLAC in Los
Angeles and KYA in San Francisco, and
his technician, Bob Gardner; and Helen
Abeli, working out of the office of the
News Leader in Jackson, Miss., for a

210 Plane Brings Drug Cargo pg. 1

newspaper syndicate in the southern
states.

Prior to landing in Salem, the big plane
flew over Portland and Longview,
Washington with a broadcast made from
the plane.”10

U.S.A. - EUROPE - AFRICA - ASIA

Only TWA offers you

300 MPH CONSTELLATION SERVICE

coast-to-coast and overseas, too!

Figure 5-34 1948 TWA Timetable. Bjorn Larrson
collection. (courtesy Timtableimages.com)
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/-"/'_cyure 5-35 The Independence, President Truman's DC-6, at McNary Field /1 1/4§.

x4

.

(Willamette Heritage.org image 2007.001.2095)

The Truman Visit

On June 11th, 1948, President Harry S.
Truman visited Portland during a whirl-
wind tour of the West Coast. The
President’s DC-6, dubbed “The
Independence,” could not land in
Portland because of the flooding. So,
after flying over sites along the
Columbia, the plane landed at McNary
field in Salem. The President travelled
from Salem up Highway 99E,2!! arriving

211 Interstate 5 had not been built yet
212 Read the full text in Appendix 2
213 Pioneer Mikes pg. 397

downtown at Portland’s Civic
Auditorium.

At 1:00 pm the President’s speech?12
was broadcasted over KGW and
KXL.213214 | oudspeakers were placed on
the auditorium steps so that those
arriving too late to get seats could hear
the speech.

214 Reportedly, the speech was not carried by
the national networks.
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/p/ppotpus
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Figure 5-36 President Truman signs the $10 million aid bill for flood victims during his Portland visit.

(AP Wire Photo)
The President’s speech was followed by President approved a promised
a conference with federal, state, local, emergency Joint Resolution of Congress,
and Red Cross officials on flood appropriating $10 million in immediate
conditions. A few minutes later, there aid for flood victims.

was a signing ceremony where the
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Figure 5-37 General Philip Fleming describes the damage at Vanport for President Truman.
7o the right stands Julius Krug, Secretary of the Interior and

Col. Theron Weaver, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (AP Wire Photo)

= Tl

Before leaving Portland, the President’s Rather than returning to Salem by
entourage drove out to see the damage motorcade, the President boarded a
at Vanport. Though the initial flooding train at southeast Portland’s Brooklyn
had wiped-out Vanport almost two- Yard as flooding still had downtown’s
weeks earlier, the flood had yet to begin Union Station closed during the
receding and the scene was still quite President’s visit.

sobering.
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Figure 5-38 Flooding at Union Station in northwest Portiand, June, 1948
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Figure 5-39 Portland’s flooded east side industrial area, June, 1948
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Beyond Vanport

Once the initial recovery at Vanport was
over, concern turned to looting. Deputy
sheriffs patrolled and guarded Vanport
from June 5% (when the State Police
turned it over to them) until September
or October 1948.215

“Arrangements were made...by which
former residents of Vanport could go
into the area to search for their

215 Clark pg. 371

Figure 5-40 Vanport apartments burning, September, 1948 (Oregon Historical Siety collection)

property. A pass system was
established...and no person without a
pass was allowed to enter the Vanport
area.”?16

In about a year’s time, the site that
once was home to 40,000 people had
been cleared and reduced to
foundations, roads, and water towers.
The Federal Government deeded the
land to the City of Portland for use as a
public park in 1950.

"4

216 jbid
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go prices on
VANPORT

BUILDINGS

Government insists on speedy, imme-
diate action! So we must slash prices
oven lower! Buy a complete 2 -story
(14 Apt.! building as low as $695!
Lumber is dry, seasoned, Grade No. |
and botter!

_goes your new
home, chicken house or

barn in the spring...at
Tremendous Savings on

building materials!

_AS LITTLE AS -
‘2500

Buys a Vanport Building

ALSO! Alrcady dismanticd building marerials drass
tically reduced! Buy whatever you need . .. lumber,
plywood, doors, windows, electrical Hxtures, otc.

VANPORT 4zt

Also .. .plumbing; pipe in all sixes, toilets, |
wash basins, Fixtures . . . at sacrifice prices. ..

WHY WAIT?......

OWN HOME...
AT

REPRINTED FROM EDITORIAL PAGE - JOURNAL, NOV. 16

& SAVINGS
UP TO

80"

N G0OD,
- USABLE
L BUILDING |

JRREEIE

11113

IT CAN BE DONE

JOQKES revig

it be
cloared by goversment erder widbin
1 . wait .. do it

I .

WRECKING CO. ;- i
OPEN ALL DAY
THANKSGIVING

YES ... WE HAVE|

iy

« « « mixed stoker and nut
Bring Your Own Sacks!

60°... 100...

Vanport Wrecking Co.

Sales Office on Vanport Site, Portland
OPEN DAILY and SUNDAY, 8 A. M. to 5:30 P. M.

Figure 5-41 In 1949, ads from the Vanport Wrecking Company appeared in local papers seeking buyers
for surplus buildings and salvage materials. The sales office was "on site” at 9303 N Denver Avenue.
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FAMILY AFFAIR-Whole families gather

WANT 10

to buy lumber ot bargain rafes to builld new hemes.

BUY A DOOR?—Torn from wrecked Vanport City bulldings thess may be had dirt cheap, |

Figure 5-42 "We've sold everything from a dozen nails to a dozen buildings.”
(Urbana (Ohio) Daily Citizen May 17, 1949)

On March 1, 1961, the City of Portland were designated “East Delta Park.” The

renamed the area “"Delta Park.” The
lands laying east of Denver Ave (the
former community of East Vanport)

217 City of Portland Ordinance 113217

area laying west of Denver Ave (the
former community of Vanport) were
designated “West Delta Park."”%!”
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Throughout the 1950's, the empty
Vanport streets were a popular site for
clandestine car racing. In the spring of
1961, car clubs approached the City of
Portland to get approval to hold a sports
car race in conjunction with the Portland
Rose Festival. The first Rose Cup race
was held June 11, 1961.218

“The roads that made up the racecourse
were crumbling, and drivers were in
danger of dropping their cars in the
swampy sloughs that surrounded the
Vanport streets. Divers with scuba gear
were stationed near the water to
retrieve drivers from their cars in the
event of a water landing?!® — and they
did have to pull a few out of the
sloughs.”220

A series of redesigns and upgrades have
grown the Portland International
Raceway into a popular racing venue.
Currently, the racetrack and associated
infrastructure encompasses 268 acres in
the southeasterly corner of the Vanport
site.

In the late 1960’s the West Delta Park
Golf Course was constructed in the
westerly end of the site abutting the
infamous railroad fill. The first 18 holes
were opened in 1971. In the 1980’s
and 1990’s, another 18 holes were
constructed, and the name of the course
was changed to Heron Lakes. Currently
the course encompasses over 340 acres
of the former site of Vanport.

a v 7
2 S~

Pt O 14| il P v A
Figure 5-43 Eleven-year-old Ronnie McDonald peels potatoes during the 1960 Boy Scout Jubilee
Camporee at former site of Vanport, (Leonard Bacon Photo, The Oregonian July 25, 1960)

218 Zurschmeide pg 11
219 Dr Joe Naemura, W7CG, had one such
“water landing” while racing his Corvette.

220 Zurschmeide pg 11
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Figure 5-44 Vacant Vanport, July 1949. The only remaining structures appear to be water towers,

laundries, and the central steam buildings that heated the apartments. (Ackroyd Photography)

Besides the Heron Lakes Golf Course
and the Portland International Raceway,
most of the remaining 640 acres of the
Vanport site, including the former
location of the KGW transmitter, is now
in greenspace.

The former site of East Vanport is now a
popular city-run sports complex and
park.

The story of the 1948 flood does not
end with the terrible events of Memorial
Day or the Portland radio stations that
were wiped out by the flood. In the
days following the loss of Vanport, the
flood continued moving East along the

floodplain south of Marine Drive. As the
cross-dikes failed in turn, water
inundated:

> Delta Park

» the Portland-Columbia airport

> miles of mid-county farmland.

And, as the flood surge continued West
down the Columbia River, it impacted
Oregon and Washington communities all
the way to the Pacific Coast. Each of
those communities had stories and
“radio heroes” of its own.

In the following sections, we'll look at
those impacts, East and West.
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“The fllooding moves east from Vanport.” Though Vanport and Delta Park are already
under water, when this picture was taken the 33 Avenue canal wass holding the flood
back from the Portland Airport.
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» Figure 6-1 ook/ng south over Den Verenue on Ma y 31st. The ramps on the lower left

lead to the underpass where crews are fighting to keep Vanport flood waters out of Delta Park.
(Oregon Historical Society photo ORHI 24149)

Delta Park

Denver Avenue (US Hwy 99W)

After the railroad fill to the west of
Vanport breached on May 30th, Vanport
filled with water to a depth of about 13
feet. The fill under Denver Avenue on
the easterly edge of Vanport was next in
line to feel the pressure.

The Denver Avenue fill was constructed
by Multnomah County in 1916 at the
expense of the Interstate Bridge
Commission (IBC) as a southerly
approach to the Interstate Bridge. A

suction dredge pumped sand from the
Oregon Slough to the site of the fill.
The IBC transferred control over the fill
to Multnomah County on January 1,
1929, who transferred it to the State
Highway Commission on March 26,
1937.

During the construction of Vanport in
1942, workers tunneled through the fill
and created an underpass to
accommodate the ramps from
northbound Denver Avenue. This gave
Vanport access to the nearby Jantzen
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Beach amusement park, the Interstate
Bridge, and the Vancouver Shipyards. It
also compromised the fill's effectiveness
as a dike. To compensate, the Army
Corps of Engineers surrounded the
cloverleaf on the easterly side of Denver
Avenue with a ring dike to reestablish
the dike’s integrity.

Evacuees from Vanport fled to Denver
Avenue, often on foot because of the
jam of cars on the exit ramp. Soon
relief workers and spectators??! added
to the congestion.

As water rose against the Denver
Avenue fill, a culvert south of the

underpass began allowing water to flow
into Delta Park. “More than 50 men
labored unceasingly filling sandbags and
throwing them in. They [even] threw in
bales of straw. A DUKW tried to force
debris into the leak which appeared to
be undermining the highway.

Eventually floodwaters caused the
failure of the culvert and significant
erosion of the dike. Traffic on Denver
Avenue was stopped shortly after
midnight. When daylight came and no
progress had been made toward
plugging the leak, a call went out for
steel matting."”?%?

F/gure 6-2 Water b0//5 aga/nst the. l/anport S/de of the Denver Avenue F /I at z‘he S/te ofa fa//ed Zulverz‘
Workers are using a bulldozer to push rock and surplus steel aircraft landing strip mats into the gap in an
effort to prevent a breach. (ACME Telephoto)

221 Some summoned by the radio broadcasts

222 Oregonian 6/01/48 pg. 11
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/:/'_c]ure 6—3_F/00d/ng at Delta park a}‘m" Vanpor-z‘..“ To the right, the Interstate Bridge and the

flood-swollen

Oregon Slough. Near the top, the broken railroad fill. In the center, Vanport. Denver Avenue crosses
the middle of the photo, joining Union Avenue at the south end of the Interstate Bridge.

“At 5:30 a.m. the effort to plug the leak
was abandoned. Thirty minutes later
the first lane of the concrete pavement
was gone. The concrete partially
plugged the hole and the flow of water
dropped to possibly one fourth of its
previous volume. At 7:30 a truckload of
steel matting arrived.”?23 Then the
focus shifted to securing the ring dike at
the underpass.

Concerned that the ring dike would not
hold, a crew of 100 workers, led by
Gordon Black, labored all day Monday to
shore it up.

By nightfall on Monday May 31%, crews
thought that ring dike had been
sufficiently reinforced. At 9:15, Black

223 Oregonian 6/1/48 pg. 11

saw water starting to stream from the
easterly side of the dike and ordered
workers to run for safety. Within a
matter of minutes, the stream turned
into a torrent as large sections of the
Denver Avenue fill blew out.

“As they watched, the current dragged
one of Vanport’s multiple-dwelling units
toward the underpass trestle. The
house snapped off a tree and rammed
into the trestle underpinnings, grinding
them to splinters. Then the house
poked its way over the debris and
tumbled over a 15-foot waterfall,
turning end-for-end and smashing into
matchwood.”%%*

224 portland OR Dike Break Flood
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While crews worked to reinforce Denver
Avenue, others “had been working on
the Union Avenue fill, preparing
sandbags to stop the culverts under the
fill the moment the Denver Avenue fill
gave way."?%>

Just an hour after Denver Avenue failed,
water reached Union Avenue, causing
the road to buckle and sag.

When Multnomah County Sherriff Martin
Pratt closed Union Avenue to traffic, the
last connection to the Interstate Bridge,
Hayden Island, and Vancouver,
Washington, was closed.

Union Avenue (US Hwy 99E)

Union Avenue??® joined Denver
Avenue??’ just south of the Interstate
Bridge, creating the triangle-shaped
Delta Park, with the levee along the
Columbia Slough forming the bottom of
the triangle.

Like Denver Avenue, Union Avenue was
built atop a fill of river dredgings in
1916. Also, like Denver Avenue, the
sandy fill under Union Avenue was
perforated with road underpasses and
culverts.

Multnomah County transferred the road
to the State Highway Commission, and
it became part of US Highway 99E.

: i iR G

Figure 6-4 Cows from a flooded Delta Park dairy farm rest atop the dike along Schmeer Road. Today this stretch is

RN £ o P avd

topped with a multipurpose path that serves as an inspection road and a sightseeing path along the Columbia

225 The Oregonian 6/1/48 pg. 11
226 Union Avenue has since been renamed
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

227 Denver Avenue was once known as Derby
Avenue. Some portions of Denver mentioned in
this story no longer exist due to the construction
of Interstate 5.
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Figure 6-5 Look/ng west across Union Avenue at the F/ooded Amph/- Theatre drive-in 6/1/48.

(ACME Telephoto)
As Delta Park filled with flood water, The drive-in “"Amphi-Theatre,” whose
The Portland Speedway motor racing sign promised they’d be open “rain or
track was submerged as were the shine,” was also swamped.

grounds of the Portland Meadows horse
racing track.

500 thoroughbreds were relocated to
the stables at the state fairgrounds in
Salem. Stranded owners and their
families were lodged in the 4-H
dormitories. Other horses were moved
barns at the racetrack in Gresham.
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G.I1. Joe’s

Long-time Portlanders will remember
the chain of G.I. Joe’s sporting goods
stores.

During World War 2, Capt. Ed Orkney
piloted B-24 Liberators in the South
Pacific as part of the Jolly Rogers Bomb
Group. After returning to the Northwest
and starting a family, Mr. Orkney began
selling war surplus supplies.

Following the war, demand for sporting
goods like tents, cots, and sleeping bags
far outstripped new production and
everyone bought surplus army gear.

Ed and his partners located their first
G.I. Joe’s store in surplus Army hospital
tents in Delta Park. At the time, their
competition was mostly located in
downtown Portland. The suburban
location placed them outside of the
Portland city limits and nearer potential
customer bases in Vanport and
Vancouver, Washington. The store was

located at 8950 N Vancouver Ave
between the Columbia Slough and the
intersection of Union Ave and Vancouver
Ave.

Surplus hospital tents were quick to put
up and were a far cheaper shelter than
a bricks-and-mortar location. However,
the canvas tents were no match for
thieves with knives and the store soon
began upgrading to wooden walls.

G.I. Joe’s opened in early 1948 and
continued in business at Delta Park even
after being flooded at the end of May.
The flood was not a total loss for the
store; The Red Cross purchased G.I.
Joe’s entire stock of sleeping bags, cots,
and other merchandise as they prepared
to help flood victims.

Janna Orkney’s book, Growing Up with
G.I. Joe's was the source for much of
this information and is great history of
an iconic Northwest store.

F/gure 6-6 The southeast corner of Delta Park dur/ng the _7 948 flood. In the foreground h/gh water fills
the low ground west of Vancouver Ave, leaving the two-story Matheny and Bacon building with only the
upper floor windows and roof showing. Across the street, G.1. Joe’s cluster of hospital tents sits on
higher ground (left of center). In the top left corner, Union Ave crosses into Delta Park on a fill and
bridges the Columbia Slough. The grass-covered levee marks the northly edge of the Columbia Slough.
Vancouver Way follows the levee under Union Ave into the East Columbia neighborhood. Note the
"wigwam "-style wood waste burner in the upper right corner. Once a common sight at Oregon mills,
only a handful still exist. (Akroyd Photo) (Courtesy Historic Photo Archive)
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ng}e 6-7 In the foregrdunaL the Union Avenue fill has been oVértoppe .
The Amphi-Theatre drive-in screen stands just south of the breach.
7o the [eft of center, the bleachers at the Portland Speedway rise out of the flood.

Between midnight and 1:00 am on June Overnight, water continued rushing east
1st, the Union Avenue fill was reported toward the Peninsula Drainage Canal
breached in two places; a culvert failed dike near 33 Avenue. Although flood
near the drive-in and a second breach waters did not recede for weeks, crews
occurred near the intersection of Union had the Union Avenue fill repaired and
and Denver Avenues. ready for traffic in about two weeks.228

Figure 6-8 Repairing the Union Avenue fill. (The Oregonian)

228 Oregonian 6/11/48 pg. 1
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East Vanport

Author’s note: Most stories of Vanport
don’t mention the lesser-known and
short-lived community of East Vanport.
I found it interesting and wanted to
include it in the interest of
completeness.

The intersection of N Denver Ave and N
Union Ave lies just south of the
Interstate Bridge and forms the tip of
the triangle known as Delta Park.

The Federal Government purchased the
most northerly 100 acres of Delta Park
to build the East Vanport Housing

229 Hershel Parke email.

Figure 6-9 Map of East Vanport (City of Portland Archives A2001-025)
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Project. The project was separated
from Kaiser’s Vanport by the Denver
Avenue fill.

East Vanport was built in 1943 and
consisted of 484 housing units, mostly
rowhouses. Far smaller than Vanport,
East Vanport had its own fire station,
laundries, a public library, community
halls, and a commercial facility. But, it
lacked amenities such as a movie
theater and post office that Vanport
had. Although the map does not show
an elementary school, Hershel Parker
recalls walking as a fourth grader from
his East Vanport home to a
neighborhood school.???
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Figure 6-10 East Vanport housing
(City of Portland Archives)

As shown on the site plan, the
rowhouses in East Vanport were smaller
than the apartments that were built in
Vanport. When the development was
closed at the end of World War 2, many
of the houses were relocated to lots
throughout the Portland area.?3° The
site was completely closed and vacant
shortly after the war.

In his blog post “"An Okie Tries to Get an
Education,”?3! Hershel Parker shared
some memories of life in East Vanport
as a child. “In 1942 we were among
the tens of thousands of white hillbillies
and Southern blacks hauled on special
Kaiser trains’ to work in shipyards and
live in Henry J. Kaiser’s instant city,
Vanport.”232 “In 1944 and 1945 we
were in the new adjunct East Vanport,
separated from the Columbia River by a
dirt dike.”33

“In Vanport and East Vanport the older
children all dropped out of school and
jobs. Orpha Lee worked in a shipyard.
Everett was a waiter in a big Portland
restaurant (where he served Alan Ladd
once and brought home an autograph).
Wilburn, at 14, was assistant manager

230 Brunker, Dave

231 Fragmentsfromawritingdesk.blogspot.com
282 An Okie Tries to Get an Education

233 ibid

of a grocery store in Portland. I was on
my own with a small radio, a growing
collection of Wonder Woman comics,
money for movies, and absolutely
unsupervised at least 90% of the

time. 234

“At nine, a month or two after FDR's
death, I was put to work, riding out on
the back of a flatbed truck to pick
strawberries and other crops.”?3> “We
got out of Oregon almost three years
before the...flood that wiped out Kaiser’s
hastily thrown up metropolis.”23¢

Had East Vanport still been standing in
1948, it would have been inundated on
the night of May 31st, along with the
rest of the Peninsula Drainage District
No. 2 when the Denver Avenue fill
failed.

In 1950, the Portland city council
purchased the vacant East Vanport (100
acres) from the Federal Government for
$40,000. A parks levy was passed in
May, 1950 with the goal of developing
the East Vanport site among others.

Ultimately, about 85 acres were
developed into today’s very popular East
Delta Park. Amenities include seven
softball fields, nine soccer fields, a
football field, a volleyball court, a
concessions facility, and a street-tree
arboretum.

234 jbid
2% jbid
2% jbid
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Three vastly different views of the Union Ave Auto Court, just east of the Union Ave fill.

Figure 6-12 View of the Auo Court in early June, 1948 with only rooftops showing
above the debris-filled flood. (Disaster in God's World)

—— Rl

Figure 6-13 After the waters have gone back down. A lot of the debris has already been picked up. The
bungalows are off their footings. Note the water lines on the shingles. Doors and windows are open for
mucking out and drying out. (Courtesy Doug Magedanz)
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On June 2, 1948, crews are sandbagging a critical point just west of the Portland-
Columbia Airport. This photo shows an area on Marine Drive about 100 yards east of
the intersection with NE 33, Although Peninsula Drainage District 2 (including Delta
Park) had already flooded, the cross-dike at the 337 Avenue drainage canal was still
keeping water from flowing east to the Portland-Columbia airport.

As shown in the photo, on the Columbiar River side of the road, water is nearing the
top of the Marine Drive road fill. On the southerly side, water is seeping through the fill
in multiple places.

Sandbagging efforts ultimately protected the road and prevented the fill from
breaching. Ironically, the airport was flooded anyway when waters reached it from the
west about a week later.

Though the levees suffered damage due to erosion from the high water, the rising

waters in the Multhomah County Drainage District helped qualize the hydrostatic
pressure on both sides of the Marine Drive fill, thereby protecting it.
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Figure 7-1 The Flood Marches East. The Map shows (solid black arrow) where floodwaters
broke through the drainage slough at the pumping plant near 33 Ave. Following the breach,
water flowed east over golf courses, homes, farms and the Portland airport. By June 11™, all
shaded areas were covered and water was still flowing east. East of Blue Lake one last cross

dike protects the Reynolds Aluminum plant in Troutdale. Arrow 1 shows the location of the

break in the railroad fill. Arrow 2 points to the breach at Denver Ave. Arrow 3 shows where
Union Ave broke. (The Oregon Journal 6/11/48).

“The City of Portland undertook to
provide clean fresh water from the
Columbia River to flush waste from the
Columbia Slough by dredging a canal
between the river and slough in 1919.
This provided the required water and
also a minor navigation channel for 27
years. Then, in 1946 a permit was
obtained to build a levee of sand at the
Columbia River end of the canal and
install two 48-inch pipes to pass flushing
water. These pipes soon clogged with
sand and became unusable during the
1948 flood, and were never
reopened.”237

When designing the Peninsula Drainage
Canal, engineers were constrained by
the relative water levels in the Columbia
River and the Slough, a mile way. A
slope had to be maintained in order for
water to flow through naturally without
pumping. Consequently, to maintain a

237 Columbia Slough pg. 10

steady grade, the canal wasn't so much
“dug” as “built,” being bordered on both
sides by substantial berms.

As shown at the start of Part 6 (page
129), the berms lining the Peninsula
Drainage Canal provided a temporary
barrier to the eastward movement of
the flood. When the photo was taken
on June 1st, Columbia Edgewater
Country Club on the westerly side of the
canal (center right) was inundated but
Riverside Golf and Country Club (bottom
center) was still dry.

The reprieve lasted only about 10 days.
But, it bought precious time for those
within the Multnomah County Drainage
District, including the Portland Airbase
and Portland Columbia Airport, to
prepare.
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Figure 7-2 The junction of the Peninsula Drainage Canal and the Columbia Slough. Water has broken
through the canal walls and is racing east toward the airport. (AP Wire Photo 6/12/48).

Figure 7-3 After breaching the Peninsula Drainage Canal flood waters are rapidly filling the area from
33rd Drive to 47th Avenue. At this time, 47" Avenue was the airport’s westerly boundary and main
access road. Note the runways and terminal building in the upper right corner.
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The Portland Airbase

As dike after dike broke, staff at the
Portland Air Guard Base initiated plans
to get their assets out of harm’s way.

Sergeant Jack Klein, returning home on
an off-duty Sunday afternoon, received
a message to call the base. “"When I
called, Capt. Gemmel informed me that
the [Vanport] west dike had just
breached, and I need to report as soon
as I could...and to wear a sidearm if I
had one.238”

Sgt. Klein arrived at the squadron
headquarters where he was greeted by

the commander, Maj. Cladius G Farrow,
and a small group of officers and non-
commissioned officers. They began
loading up files, typewriters, and other
equipment and hauling everything to
another unit member’s home near the
base.

This small team of about ten men
worked all night and into the morning.
“They removed weapons from the vault
and secured...most of their equipment
at the Colwood Golf Course on the

corner of Alderwood Road and Columbia
Boulevard.”23°

In 1948, the Portland Airbase had 25 of these lightning-fast fighters.
K7F call signs were issued around 1950 to Air Force stations in the Northwest. K7FAN was Roy Howard
at Gowen Field, Idaho. K7FAJ was Ralph R E'Del at the Portland Airbase.

All capable Air National Guard aircraft?4
were flown to the Salem Municipal
(McNary) Field.

Air Force Reserve aircraft were flown to
McChord AFB outside of Tacoma,
Washington. Planes that could not fly

238 Hughel pg 1

239 jbid

240 The Oregon Air National Guard’s planes
included 25 F-51 Mustang fighters, 3 A-26 attack

were towed up Alderwood Road and
secured at the Colwood parking lot.

“Eventually Klein would have 30 young
airmen under his watch, all issued
carbine rifles to keep order and protect
the government property at
Colwood...."?4

bombers, a C-47 cargo plane, and a dozen
lighter aircraft.
241 Hugehl pg 1
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By
Figure 7-5 View from the Portland Airbase Control Tower. Note the wire antennas in the foreground.
(Courtesy Oregon Air National Guard)

On Wednesday, June 2™, the classes at Kennedy School were
airmen...moved into the gymnasium at cancelled for the year following the
Kennedy School at NE 33 and Memorial Day flood. Sixty-five Portland
Killingsworth. Lumber was laid down to elementary schools, including Kennedy,
protect the gym’s maple floors and steel Whitaker?*2, and Woodlawn were
lockers and other equipment were converted into temporary shelters for
moved in creating a temporary orderly displaced Vanport residents.243

room. Like other Portland Schools,

COMMANDING
OFFJCER

PR ST e o

Figure 7-6 The flooding destro yéd a two- yéar investment at the airbase and was fo//owed by months of
repairs and restoration. (Courtesy Oregon Air National Guard)

242 See the Sheely family’s story on page 84. 243 Floods of May-June 1948 pg. 10
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Figure 7-7 Looking east over the airport and airbase in 1960. The airbase facilities are shown
to the right of the main runway. 47" Avenue runs along the airport’s west boundary. The large
square shows the extent of the original runways. In 1953, the airport was expanded east
through the former Alderwood Golf Course. (City of Portland image A2001-059.145)

The Portland-Columbia Airport

Portland’s first commercial airport was
dedicated in 1927 at Swan Island. By
1935, the Port of Portland had
determined that a larger airport would
be required and there was no room to
expand at Swan Island. 700 acres were
purchased at the airport’s current
location in northeast Portland and over
1,000 WPA workers helped with
construction.

New dikes were erected to help protect
the airport from flooding. And over 4
million cubic yards of fill were brought in
to raise and level the site.

When the airport was opened October
13, 1940, it was called “Portland-
Columbia Airport” to distinguish it from
Swan Island.

The Army Air Corps used the new
airport throughout World War II.
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Figure 7-8 F/oed tarmc and hangars at t Prt/and Airbase. (Courtesy Oreon Air National Guard)

Like the Portland Air Base, the airport
was put out of service as the waters
from Vanport worked their way east in
mid-June.

On Sunday, May 30, the airport was
closed because of the threat of flooding.
On Monday May 31%, evacuation of the
field was ordered by the Army Corps of
Engineers. “The army, the airlines, the
national guard, and half a dozen aircraft
operators awoke that morning to the
blare of radios and the glare of
headlines telling the story of the city
that was Vanport, the worst disaster in
Oregon’s recent history. They didn't
want to be next. Before noon they had
moved out of Portland-Columbia airport
— planes, pilots, and personnel.”244
Commercial traffic at the airport was
rerouted to Salem

244 Oregonian 6/27/48
245 Oregonian 5/31/48

As soon as the air traffic subsided, Civil
Aeronautics Authority staff began
dismantling the airport’s instrument
landing system and radio equipment.
The airport weather station was also
dismantled.?%

To accommodate the additional traffic,
Salem’s control tower, which had been
out of service since the end of the war,
was reactivated with radio equipment
brought from Portland. The Salem post
office abruptly became the distribution
point for much of the Northwest's air
mail when planes were diverted from
Portland.

After the flood breached the Union
Avenue fill, only the berms bordering
the Peninsula Drainage Canal protected
the airport. On June 11%246 the canal
walls broke at a point near a pump

246 Flood of May-June 1948 pg. 12
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station. Water flowed through, covering
an additional 10,000 acres and flooding
the airbase and the airport. At the
crest, flood water stood 8 to 10 feet
deep in the passenger terminal and
offices.

On June 29, three of the four large air
carriers that had moved to Salem
(Western Air Lines, Northwest, and

West Coast) moved to the hastily-
upgraded Troutdale Airport east of
Portland. This left only United Air Lines
at Salem.

Commercial traffic did not return to the
Portland-Columbia Airport until mid-
September.

Figure 7-9 A roat plane makes use of Portland s flooded airfield. (The Oregon/an June 13, 1948)
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Figure 7-10 -As shown in figures 7-1, 7-2, and 7-3, failure of the dike near the 33 Ave

pump station allowed floodwaters to flow into the airport and points east. This photo,

taken in November, 1949, shows the results of the Army Corps of Engineers’ $850,000
restoration project at the site. (Ackroyd Photo)

“A" is the new pumping plant capable of pumping 80,000 gallons per minute from
Multnomah County Drainage District on the east side (right), over the levee and into the
Columbia Slough on the left.

“B” indicates the outflow pipes from the new pump station.

“C" is the remains of the old pump house (shown in the earlier photos) now nearly
buried in the reconstructed and enlarged levee.

“D" is the 33 Ave canal that brings drainage water to the pumping plant.

“E” is the “tide box” that allows water to drain naturally into the slough but prevents
backflow.
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The Flooding Peaks in East County

After passing the airport, flood waters
continued moving eastward, following
the sloughs to their origins near
Fairview Lake. At peak flooding, water
covered much of the lowlands between
US Hwy 30 (Sandy Road) and Marine
Drive from Parkrose nearly to Fairview.

“There was no widespread destruction
of buildings as had happened at
Vanport. The water rose slowly and

Figure 7-11 Parkrose-area homes are still partianer water in thi taken

current was not perceptible after the
peak was reached.”*%

“My parents, living in Parkrose had to
evacuate...their home at 105% and
Simpson. I have a photo of them in a
rowboat looking into a window of the
house a few days later. The water was
still above the windowsill and had been
up to the ceiling of their house. My
grandmother lived just down the street
and never went back."248

June 21°t from the Goodyear Blimp Volunteer.

247 Flood of May-June 1948 pg. 12

248 Anon Freepages.Rootsweb.com
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“Two thousand homes were inundated
during the swift rise of floodwaters
throughout the Multnomah Drainage
District. Most of the residents
previously had been evacuated. A few
returned in boats in an attempt to
salvage furniture or valuables. Army
amphibious boats churned across the
new flood lake rescuing cows, calves
and marooned pets."?4?

Waters eventually approached Campbell
Road?>? near Blue Lake?! about twelve
miles east of Vanport. The road was
built on a fill atop a natural dike.
“Approximate 500 troops and civilian
workers” 22 buttressed the road with

249 portland-Columbia Airport Covered

250 Today Campbell Road is variously known as
“NE 223 Ave” and also “Blue Lake Rd.”

251 Blue Lake Park was closed June 1st,

S =

Figure 7-12 Looking west where flood waters are surging over 138th Avenue on their march to East
County. Soon after this photo was taken, the entire area was inundated. In the center, water is
streaming where a Costco warehouse store stands today. Most of the agricultural area shown has since
been converted to various commercial and industrial uses. In the early 19607 the "142" Avenue” cross-
dike was built just east of 138th, dividing the Multnomah County Drainage District in half and providing
protection against another district-wide flood. (AP Wire Photo)

sandbags and gravel to prevent water
from reaching the Troutdale airport and
the aluminum smelter.

At a 100-yard-wide low spot, water
eight inches deep crossed Campbell
Road but was stopped by a protective
dike jutting out behind the road.2>3

After cresting, flood levels in the
Multnomah County Drainage District
remained steady for about two weeks.
All the lowlands east of Delta Park and
north of the Columbia Slough were
submerged to some degree for about
four weeks.

252 Roiling Columbia Waters Press Secondary
Dike

253 See Eldon Stevens’s story in the Selected
Biographies section for more information.
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Figure 7-1 3 A view the northeast of the Rno/d Aluminum Plant in Troutdale ca. 194875

Reynolds Metals Following World War 2, ALCOA declared
the smelter surplus. Richard Samuel

ALCOA built the Troutdale plant in 1942. Reynolds leased it and kept it open.

“Its emergence on a Troutdale Reynolds ultimately purchased it in

pasture?®® created a new town, Wood 1949.

Village, and startled nearby Gresham,

Troutdale, and Fairview out of their During the 1948 emergency, authorities

economic and social doldrums.”23¢ placed a high priority on protecting the
$43 million plant and the many jobs that

The site abuts the south side of the it supported.

Columbia River and the westerly shore

of the Sandy River just north of Thanks to sandbagging efforts, the plant

Troutdale. was saved though it was briefly

shuttered in early June.?>”

254 KXL Presents Going Forward with Radio
255 The former site of the Sundial Ranch.

256 Troutdale Aluminum Plant

257 Plant in Danger
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Figure 7-14 As the flood pushes east, Bonneville Power Administration employees move radio equipment
out of the electrical substation at the Reynolds Aluminum plant. The workers are, from left, Albert
Thompson, Ben R Cohen, and Roy Betrand. (The Oregon Journal 6/6/48)

R

Us Ary Engineers lay a sa/;dbag dike as water from th rising Columbia
River seeps into the parking area of the Reynolds Aluminum plant.

Figure 7-15 On June 2, 1948,
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Figure 7-1 ’ The swollen Co/umbi /so caused flooding along the Sandy River. Here, a car sloshes along
the flooded highway east of Troutdale.
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THE VOICES
of

VANPORT

Part 8 — Vancouver
and Sauvie Island




On the Previous Page: “Sauvie Island Housecall” An Army DUKW, a Navy landing craft,
and what appears to be a private motor yacht pay a housecall at a farm on Sauvie
Island. The tractors have been pulled up to higher ground alongside the house. The
first floor furnishings are being loaded in the DUKW for a move to a dry location. The
family chose to ride out the storm in the second story rooms.

Vanport Pg. 157



LU A MM/ AN RN M v i
T e =

2%9% \ <z X A T
AN\ NN TSR, v—.p.k

oy '

Figure 8-1 Looking south from Vancouver Washington at the Interstate Bridge with the Columbia River at
flood stage. The Interstate Bridge was carrying US Hwy 99 traffic in both directions at the time. The
span shown above was opened in 1917 and today carries I-5 northbound traffic. The twin bridge was

opened to I-5 southbound traffic in 1958. (Courtesy Clark County Historical Museum)

3 37 < 15

Vancouver
During the 1948 flood, the low-laying » The Fruit Valley neighborhood west
areas along Vancouver’s waterfront of the city was evacuated after water
suffered the same fate as other rose high enough to enter the sewer
communities along the Columbia River. system.

» The aluminum smelting plant
became known as “"ALCOA Island” as
flood waters surrounded it.

> Kaiser’s wartime Vancouver
shipyards were awash.

» Vancouver’s Pearson Airpark was
partially underwater.
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Figure 8-2 The Fruit Va//ey subdivision west of Vancouver.
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F/gure 8-3 Fruit Valley looking south during the ﬂood
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On Friday May 28", national guardsmen
from the Vancouver barracks, worked
with members of the Red Cross to
evacuate 200 families of the Fruit
Valley?°® neighborhood to McLoughlin
Heights. Floodwaters had surrounded
many of the homes and swamped Fruit
Valley’s sanitary sewer plant.

With the Interstate Bridge closed to all
but emergency traffic, a number of
Vanport residents were stranded in
Washington with no means of returning
to their homes or reuniting with their
families. An emergency shelter opened
at the Vancouver barracks for 150
refugees, including 107 Vanport
residents.>>® “Some Camas evacuees
were there, but they brought their own
furniture and were not totally destitute
as were the Vanport survivors,"260
Barracks residents were being feed at
the Fruit Valley school cafeteria.

“Tired and tragic figures of Vanport
evacuees were also seen in McLoughlin
Heights, where 21 of them were
taken...”?61 “At McLoughlin Heights
there were 223 evacuees of Fruit Valley
in furnished units. McLoughlin Heights
firemen furnished bedding for them and
the Vanport evacuees there."262

Vancouver was further isolated on the
evening of Monday, May 31%, when the
interstate telegraph and telephone lines
to Portland were lost when the Denver

258 Fruit Valley and McLoughlin Heights were
both defense housing projects managed by the
Vancouver Housing Authority. Fruit Valley had
500 units; McLoughlin Heights was Vancouver’s
largest with 6,095 units.

259 Flood of 48

260 2 Dikes Go pg 2

Avenue fill washed out. When the lines
were lost, the mission of the Vancouver-
area hams expanded from providing
communications for the local emergency
to handling essential messages across
the region.

Welfare inquiries received by the
Vancouver Red Cross — requests for
contacts with friends and other services
— exceeded 1,000 by the first of June.

A radio connection was established
between the Vancouver chapter
headquarters and the station at the
Portland Red Cross. Members of the
Vancouver Amateur Radio Club?%3
handled additional welfare messages
through the local radio network.

NWVRS member Bob Walters recalls his
father’s work during the emergency.
Bob (senior) had a degree from the
University of Minnesota in Electrical
Engineering and was employed by the
Bonneville Power Administration.

Although Mr. Walters was the
Operations and Maintenance head at the
Ross substation east of Vancouver, he
was tasked with keeping the floodwater
from harming the electrical substation at
ALCOA's West Vancouver aluminum
smelter. Bob said that his dad worked
several 12-18 hour shifts during the
emergency.

261 jbid
262 jbid
263 See the Vancouver ARC profile for more
details.
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At times, the ALCOA plant,2%% built on
the Vancouver Lake lowlands, was
completely surrounded by water and
was dubbed “ALCOA Island.”

Despite the high river levels, the plant
continued to function behind sandbag
dikes sometimes 15 to 20 feet high.

With the plant inaccessible by road,
employees came and went from work by
boat! In addition to keeping the
aluminum smelters running, many
workers helped sandbag the site, when
needed.

At the worst of the flooding, “Vancouver
was virtually cut off from all avenues
except boats and the air. Rail lines in all
directions were either severed or in an
unsafe condition. Trains from Seattle
were coming south only as far as Kelso.
The tracks were under water near
Kalama. Water had softened the
roadbed about 100 miles east of
Vancouver,”26>

Figure 8-4 ALCOA Island during the 1948 flood. (Courtesy Clark County Historical Museum)

264 QOriginally located in Vancouver for its
inexpensive hydropower, great access to
transportation, and proximity to defense
manufacturers, the ALCOA aluminum plant was

shuttered in 1986 and the site has been

redeveloped as Marine Terminal 5.

265 Flood of 1948
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Figure 8-5 The Kaiser Vacover h/prds. Du/Wor/ War 2, the Vancouver sh/pyafds produceb’
tanker ships, LST's (land ship — tanks), and 50 escort aircraft carriers.
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Fii gure 8 6 The Bur//ngton Ferry to Sauvie ]s/and Dec 24 1 950 on the ev?o? jits retirement

Sauvie Island

To this day Sauvie Island is a wonderful
pastoral agricultural oasis only minutes
northwest of urban Portland.

On the westerly side, the island is
separated from shore by the Multnomah
Channel.2%¢ The easterly side of the
island has a magnificent view of the
Willamette River flowing north and
joining the Columbia.

The first bridge to Sauvie Island was
finished in December 1950, at which
time the Burlington Ferry was retired.6”

Regular flooding made the island’s land
rich for farming and dairying and a key
stopover for migratory birds.

266 Formerly the Willamette Slough
267 Multnomah County replaced the 1950 bridge
with a beautiful new structure in 2008.

A small dike was built on the northerly
end of the island facing the Columbia
around 1925. The Army Corps of
Engineers built a much larger dike
around the southerly end of the island in
1941.

“The Sauvie Island levee, as completed
in 1941, was designed to withstand the

flood record which was 33 feet in 1894.”
268

However, in the seven years between
the levee’s completion in 1941 and the
1948 flood, "...settlement of the levee in
various sections had lowered the
effective height to as low as 31 feet."26°

268 pete Patterson Flood of 48 pg. 36
269 ibid
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Sauvie Island Stories

The following vignettes are mostly from
stories gathered by Mabel Howell
Dudley for her memoire on the Flood of
48 and represent just a taste.

I feel these first-hand accounts from

island residents are the best way to tell
the story of the Sauvie Island Flood and
create perspective for the work done by
Edwin Wiedmaier, W7HDN, and his son.

Flooding Reaches the Island

In 1948, “the big dike was still new and
houses were being built on low ground
with the hopes of not being flooded
twice a year, the boys were coming
home from the war, if you had
electricity it was still a novelty...and if
you had a phone it was a 10 party
line...."270

R/
X4

)

“The flood fight started in mid-April with
casual dike walkers and lasted until late
June. Many of the island kids with
horses rode the dike during the early
part of the flood looking for problems.

As the water continued to rise, the

operation became a small war, complete

with:

» A Command Center — The Sauvie
Island Soil Conservation Office

270 Flood of 48 pg. 9
271 Flood of 48 pg. 36

> Supply Dumps - trucks, bulldozers,
sacks, generators, lights made with
dishpan reflectors, radios, shovels,
and more sacks

» Evacuations - families and livestock
from the low ground

» Special Operations - Omar Spencer’s
sand quarry and the Little Surgeon
Lake willow logging operation”

Pete Patterson?’?

*
0‘0

“On Sunday afternoon May 30%, [we]
drove down to Burlington with the
intention of ferrying across to Sauvie
Island. Since we were not residents or
worked on the island, they would not
allow us to cross because of the high
water and emergency conditions. We
were on our way home when we heard
on our radio that the Vanport dike had
broken.”

Al Lerch?”?

gure 87 Farm trucks work to ecte Sauvie
Island. (The Oregonian 5/30/48)

272 Flood of 48 pg. 10
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Figure 8—8 The Hutchinson -’s‘ Sauvie Island rénch May 30th, 1948.

(International News Sound Photos)

“I was seated in church and heard the
Pastor say that volunteer help was
needed on the island to help fill and
place sandbags on the dike. As soon as
church let out, I went home, changed
my clothes, and headed for the island.”

“I worked on the dike until after dark
and went to my aunt’s house to sleep. I
was no sooner in bed when there came
a knock on the door. Government
officials were saying that the dike might
break that night and everyone on the
island was to go to the schoolhouse -
the highest point on the island.”

Bob Hutchinsor?”3

273 Flood of 48 pg. 14
274 Flood of 48 pg. 44

"I don't know how many [dike walkers]
had walkie-talkies but Leo did, and one
day he was standing a little north of
where [Sauvie Island Road] comes up
on the dike, when the whole dike
started moving. A call for help brought
quick response and after a few frantic
minutes of sandbagging the dike was
saved.”

Mable Howell Dudley?’*

0
°e

“The little Columbia County dike had
broken...[and] the Sauvie Island
Drainage District dike was in danger
too, the water being so high that the
Army Corps of Engineers had their
headquarters at the Sauvie Island
School grounds.”

Ida Reeder?’>

R/
o

275 Flood of 48 pg. 19
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“At the schoolhouse we find a yard full
of tents, as the U.S. Army had sent 50
men from Fort Vancouver to help save
the big dike, which was still under the
management of the U.S. Corps of
Engineers.

The Army used the school for its mess
hall and they also had cots set up in the
school. My sister went over to the
school to borrow a large kettle. She
knocked on the front door but was
escorted to a rear door as there were
men roaming through the hall in their
birthday suits.”

Tom G Davis®’®

R/
L X4

With water flowing past the little dike,
most of the homes and farms on the
northerly end of the island were
underwater or threatened. After
evacuating their turkey farm by-barge
and finding brooder houses to rent in
Sandy, McMinnville, and Salem, Jim
Lyon was headed for the St Johns
bridge to go home. "...[C]Joming west
on Lombard, I ended up in the traffic
jam at Union Avenue caused by the
Vanport Flood. Hearing requests on the
radio for trucks to help people get out of
Vanport, I unloaded the turkey coops at
Dad’s home on Washburne Avenue,
turned around, and headed for Vanport.
However, due to traffic jams, I never did
get there.”

Jim Lyor?’?

276 Flood of 48 pg. 30
277 Flood of 48 pg. 27
278 QST 9/48 pg. 106

The Dike Watch Frequency

“At 10:00 A.M. on May 31°t the ARRL
Emergency Coordinator (Al Davis,
W7DIS) received an urgent request for
ham communications from Sauvie Island
which suffered from disruption of ferry
service and only sporadic services via
the one remaining telephone line.

The prospects were for complete
inundation on the island with probable
heavy loss of life and property. Highest
priority was given to the establishment
of the required circuit.”%’8

Forty-nine year old Edwin Wiedmaier,
W7HDN, and his twenty-one year old
son Gene made their way to the island
by a circuitous water route.

Together, they set up a ham radio
station in the Sauvie Island Soil
Conservation Office (the headquarters
for flood operations on the island) and
successfully made contact with Lee
Campbell, W7ADH, in NE Portland.

The 75-meter phone circuit on 3900 kc
“was kept open continuously for several
days, and the channel was often
referred to as the ‘dike-watch
frequency."?7?

Eugene “Gene” Wiedmaier got his ticket,
W70GI, shortly after the Vanport
emergency. He went on to work at
Portland Radio Supply until his death in
the 1967.

279 QST 9/48 pg. 106
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The Dike Held

“The Omar Spencer Farm near the dike
was sand and this area was used for
sandbags. I had a dragline operating on
ditch work and I moved it to the sand
area. A loading chute was constructed,
and sand was put in the hopper by
dragline and the sandbags filled. The
Army Corps of Engineers took over
direction and did a fine job.”

Tom G Davis*80

“Three one-half yard dragline shovels,
two bulldozers, 35 trucks, 800
truckloads of willows and approximately
345,000 sacks of sand were used...."281
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280 Flood of 48 pg. 29
281 Flood of 48 pg. 33

Figure 8-9 Water spills over the auv/e Is/an dike along th Multnomah Channel.

Hundreds of workers including soldiers,
resident volunteers, and workers hired
by the Corps, placed sandbags and
woven willow mats to secure the dike.

“The dike leaked in many places but
held."282

Though there was substantial property
loss on Sauvie Island, efforts to support
the dikes and evacuate the residents
prevented losses from being much
worse.

O

282 Flood of 48 pg. 29
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On the Previous Page:

Sailors guide a Higgins Boat along the Beaver Slough near Clatskanie, Oregon in June,
1948. Note the difference in the water level on either side of the dike. In addition to
the amphibius DUKW'’s, the Navy deployed landing craft to patrol and assist in the flood
areas. Higgins Boats, (landing craft, vehicle, personnel) with their shallow draft and flat
bottoms, could ferry any combination of dozens of people, small vehicles, livestock,
loaded milk cans, hay, furniture, farm equipment, etc. and were called upon to do
pretty much all of that and more during the flood of 1948. Higgins Industries in New
Orleans, LA built 12,500 Higgins boats during World War II which were used both in the
European and Pacific theaters to ferry infantry troops and jeeps.
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Introduction to Points West

The following quotes, one a
contemporary perspective on the causes
and effects of changes to the Columbia
River Basin, the other a period synopsis
that captures the spirit of this book,
offer a thought-provoking introduction
to the final section of the story — “Points
West.”

“Over the past 150 years,

» the Lower Columbia River Estuary
controlling depth has approximately
doubled.

» the majority of historical wetlands
and floodplain have been reclaimed.

» numerous infrastructure projects
have altered and confined pathways.

> significant natural and anthropogenic
changes to the discharge hydrograph
have occurred."?83

“In times of emergency, little men do
great deeds, strangers become friends
and all men become equals — striving
against the power that threatens them.
In some places men’s efforts were equal
to the threat, as in Longview, Kelso,
Cathlamet and other areas. But the
waters proved the master in Vanport,
Bonners Ferry, Umatilla, The Dalles,
North Portland, Woodland, Puget Island
and other localities along the river."”284

Points West looks at the impacts of the
1948 flood on the cities of Kelso-
Longview, Washington and Clatskanie,
Oregon. We'll meet more heroes and
see the surprising role that the Oregon
State Department of Forestry played.

283 Historical Changes pg. 1

284 Pictorial Revue pg. 3
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Kelso - Longview

The communities of Kelso and
Longview, Washington were built on a
low floodplain at the confluence of the
Coweeman, Cowlitz, and Columbia
Rivers.

Broad dikes were erected by local
drainage districts to protect the cities
and the huge sawmills that provided
most of the employment in the area.
For a period of about three weeks in
1948, the swollen Columbia backed
water into the Cowlitz and Coweeman
Rivers to such an extent that only by
reinforcing the dikes with hundreds of
thousands of sandbanks were they able
to minimize the flooding.

“Most major industrial plants closed
down...so that manpower was available
to fight the battle with the waters.”28>

i

Figure 9-1 US Hwy 99 over the Coweeman River
south of Kelso. The dike along the river has
been reinforced with sandbags.
(Dahlquist Studio photo) (Pictorial Revue)

The Pacific Highway (US Hwy 99) was
closed south of Kelso at the Coweeman
bridge and the only route open to the

285 Pictorial Revue pg. 16

south was the Longview-Rainier bridge
over the Columbia.

On May 31st, Electronic Warfare
Company 13-2, K7NRO, from Centralia,
delivered and set up a generator at
Kelso for lighting the dikes. Radios
were provided for the dike patrols to
communicate with Kelso flood
headquarters. The commanding officer
of EWC 13-2 oversaw these efforts and
also worked with area hams.286

Figure 9-2 With no time to stop for dinner, a
busy worker snacks on a sandwich while
continuing to communicate via a BC-611
Handie-Talkie.
(Kelsonian-Tribune photo) (Pictorial Revue)

“As the problem of manning dike patrols
around the clock mounted, it became
necessary to set up employment offices
as well as dispatching points. Standby
crews were organized to work at
emergency jobs. While awaiting calls,

286 Naval Reserve pg. 45
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they slept at the YMCAs and Elks
buildings in both Kelso and Longview
and at the Masonic Hall in Longview."287

In addition to the Army Engineer’s
office, a flood control office for
Longview was established in the
chamber of commerce building."”288

At first, the excitement of beating the
flood and saving the town was enough
to bring out volunteers and paid workers
in droves. Then, tedium set in as the
dikes held. “On several occasions a
sound truck toured the city and intoned
“Don't let George do it alll. This same
appeal was broadcast hourly over the
local radio station?® in order to relieve
those men who had already worked on
the dikes for too many hours.”?%0

“Practically every day...managers
hustled to their local radio stations to
give an up-to-minute picture of the
manpower situation and to exhort radio
audiences to register for flood control
work,"2°1

During the emergency period from June
15t to June 18t™, the employment offices
recorded 10,247 paid worker
placements as compared to a typical
month of about 150 placements for the
area.

Ultimately, the community’s investment
in the dike system and the efforts of
workers during the emergency kept the
Kelso-Longview community safe during
the 1948 flood.

Figure 9-3 A US Forest Service Type SX Radiophone being used for flood watch in the Kelso-
Longview area. Radio Specialty Manufacturing in Portland built 800 SX’s in 1940/41. The AM
transceiver operates between 30 and 40 MC.

(Weyerhaeuser Green Harvest photo) (Pictorial Revue)

287 Pictorial Revue pg. 22
288 |hid
289 Most likely KWLK AM 1400 kc

290 pacific Northwest Fights a Flood pg. 14
291 |hid
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Sandbagging

“Headquarters for bagged sand in the
Longview-Kelso area was set up on two
blocked-off streets near the community
YMCA. Lights were borrowed from the
Y’s softball field and a 24-hour work day
was established. Working at full
capacity, this operation could turn out
100,000 filled sandbags per day."2%?

Figure 9-5 Community youth, crews of
longshoremen, and other volunteers contributed
many hours filling sandbags by-hand.
(Dahlquist Studio photo) (Pictorial Revue)

Figure 9-7 Filled sandbags were tied to

Figure 9-6 Various mechanical loaders were also
used to quickly fill sandbags.
(Dahlquist Studio photo) (Pictorial Revue)

large wooden pallets. Here a lift truck loads
pallets onto trucks.
(Dahlquist Studio photo) (Pictorial Revue)

Rankin Studio

Figure 9-8 Where tracks ran near the dikes, sandbags were rasferred to seeders and delivered by rail.
(Rankin Studio photo) (Pictorial Revue)

292 Pictorial Revue pg. 18.
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Clatskanie

F}'gure 9-9 Clatskanie June, 1948.

Clatskanie is an Oregon timber town located
60 miles west of Portland and 35 miles east
of Astoria. The city’s business district is
sited along the Clatskanie River about four
miles south of the Columbia River and only
15" above sea level. Being so close to the
Pacific Ocean, high tides and high-water
levels in the Columbia River can have a
dramatic impact on the city.

Nestled in a valley in the Coast Range of the
Cascades, access to the Clatskanie townsite
was by trail at first. Ships on the Columbia
could tie up and transfer passengers and
freight to horses and mules for the “last
mile.” Once the Clatskanie River channel
was sufficiently dredged, steamboats began
calling on the townsite. In 1898, the
railroad between Portland and Astoria was
finished. This was a boon to the growing
timber industry.

In the 1920’s, US Highway 30 was finished.
The original alignment of Hwy 30 followed
the railroad alignment across the lowlands

(Courtesy Clatskanie Historical Museum)

north and east of Clatskanie. The current
alignment was built in the 1950’s.

The original Clatskanie business district was
built on loamy land inside of an oxbow on
the banks of the Clatskanie River. Buildings
were built on wooden pilings to give them a
solid foundation and raise them above the
anticipated high-water level.

The front doors of the historic buildings on

the westerly side of Nehalem St open onto

the main street. On the back, the buildings
have a continuous wooden dock that is left
from the days when supplies were brought

in by steamboat.
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and reclaimed in the early 1900’s by Richard
B Magruder’s Columbia Agricultural Co?®.
The company acquired 14,000 acres of tidal
flood plains and used the dredges
“Skookum” and “Muskrat” to open the
Clatskanie River, build dikes, and construct
drainage ditches.

The dikes had their first test during a
highwater event in 1913 and performed
“satisfactorily.”?%4

Figure 9-10 The Dredge Muskrat at work ca.

1915 At the conclusion of the project in 1920, the
(Courtesy Clatskanie Historical Museurm) reclaimed land was divided amongst the

principles of Columbia Agricultural Company
and was resold as farm sites.

The miles of lowlands that separate
Clatskanie from the Columbia were diked

GET
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Figure 9-11 Map of the Clatskanie Area. In the center, the Clatskanie River meanders its way north to
meet the Columbia. In the upper right corner, the site of today’s Port Westward juts out into the
Columbia. This was the site of the World War II era Beaver Munitions Depot. US Highway 30 and the
SP&S railway pass through the community of Quincy on their way to Clatskanie in the bottom center.
Dikes outline the many named drainage districts laying in the lowlands between Clatskanie and the
Columbia. During the 1948 flood, the John District (upper right) and Marshiand District (left of center)
saw the worst flooding.

(The Clatskanie Chief 6/18/48) (Courtesy Clatskanie Historical Museum)

293 The principles of Columbia were ES Collins, with three additional directors: AJ Byerly, Albert
President, PJ Brix VP, RB Magruder, Manager Brix, and Asmus Brix.
294 |_ocal Happenings pg. 8
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Two important connections between
Portland and Astoria, Hwy 30 and the
Astoria Branch of the SP&S Railway, go
through Clatskanie. In late May, 1948 both
were cut off as water rose in the Columbia.
The rail line was cut west of Rainier and
was submerged in several places as it
crossed the lowlands. Old Hwy 30, which
followed the railroad alignment at the time,
was also submerged in several places.

A 450-man detachment from the Navy’s
base at Tongue Point was quickly organized
and sent to Clatskanie with heavy earth-
moving equipment and radio-equipment
communication cars.?%®

Sand berms at the recently deactivated?®®
Beaver Ammunition Storage Point Depot
became ready sources of fill for the
thousands of sandbags needed to reinforce
the dikes near Clatskanie.?”

Figure 9-12 Filling sandbags at the Beaver Ammunition Storage Point Depot
(US Navy photo) (The Clatskanie Chief 6/11/48)

2% Valiant Efforts pg. 21

29 Opened in 1942, the Beaver Ammunition
Storage Point “BASP” was used to load
explosives and ammunition on Russian ships
bound for Europe and American and British
ships bound for Europe and the Pacific. Near
the end of the war, unused ammunition,
including some captured from the Japanese,

was unloaded at the BASP and shipped
elsewhere. The BASP was deactivated on May
31, 1946 and put on inactive status in 1947. It
was reactivated August 28, 1950 not long after
the beginning of the Korean Conflict.
(Oregonencyclopedia.org)

297 The Clatskanie Chief 6/11/48

Vanport Pg. 176



Figure 9-13 Delivering sandbags downtown.
(Courtesy Clatskanie Historical Museum)

“At 11 pm on Sunday May 30th,
telegraphic communication between
Portland and Astoria was disrupted,
believed to be because of a break at
Clatskanie where Army engineers earlier
in the day sent a power shovel and
other equipment in a last minute-effort
to repair weakening dikes.”?*® Long
distance telephone lines were already
hopelessly jammed. In their place, ham
radio enabled worried residents to
communicate with friends and relatives
outside the area. 2°°

Naval Reserve Radio

On Monday May 31%t, members of
Electronic Warfare Company 13-36
(K7NRV), established a portable radio
station at Clatskanie.”3% Lt. Dick
Knotts3%1, US Naval Reserve,
commanded the group.

“With its radio equipment set up in a
fish truck donated by Bill Kindred,3%2
EWC 13-36 arrived in Clatskanie at 4:00
pm on Monday and has been on duty
there ever since.

298 Camp Clatsop pg. 8

299 |bid

300 Naval Reserve pg. 47

301 See the Appendix 1 and the Selected
Biographies section for more information about
Lieutenant Knotts.

The company went on the air
immediately after its arrival, joining the
naval radio network.

The EWC's primary mission has been to

provide direct communication between:

> Naval forces at the scene

» the Naval station at Tongue Point

» Army Engineers headquarters in
Portland

> the commandant of the 13t Naval
District in Seattle.”%3

Army communications were largely
taken over on Thursday (June 3™) by
the air forces radio truck, but Naval
communications continue to be handled
by the EWC, which held aside one
complete radio outfit for emergency use
direct to the Naval reserve training
center on Swan Island. The training
center, in turn, maintained a clear
telephone line to the Army Engineers
headquarters.

“Fourteen Naval reservists from Astoria,
Seaside and Warrenton went to
Clatskanie and have either remained on
duty continuously or have returned to
Astoria for brief periods, to pick up a
change of clothing and return.

Others have joined from time to time,
serving as their personal affairs and
employers permitted. These men are all
volunteers. Most employers have been
cooperative in retaining the men in their
employe during the emergency period.

302 Machinists Mate First Class USNR Astoria
303 14 Days of Duty Ends for Naval Reserve in
Flood
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Lt. Richard B Knotts, commander of
EWC 13-36, is in charge of this
communications unit and has been
assisted by Lt. Carl Russell, Lt. Ray
DeHoff, and also by Commander A.L.
Brown, of Volunteer Composite Unit 13-
9.

In addition to its own personnel, several

ex-servicemen answered Lt. Knott's call

for EWC men last Monday.

There were:

> Bruce Rogers, (Astoria) Marine Corps
reserve

» Carl Reith (Astoria) and Hugh
McKenna, ex Navy radiomen first
class

> Air Corps reservists Ed Hill34
(Seaside) and W.O. Elliott
(Clatskanie).

Reigth, Rogers and McKenna have been
on more or less continuous duty since
arrival. Hill and Elliott helped set up the
transmitter and then were transferred
over to the Army Air Forces
communications truck where Hill

succeeded in establishing
communications on amateur frequencies
with hams as far distant as New
Zealand.

Lt. Knotts and Lt. Russell say this
communications team will be on duty
until its services are no longer required,
and it is released by Commander R.].
Erickson, commander naval detachment,
Clatskanie."”305

The team from Astoria ended up
spending two weeks on site in
Clatskanie. “Fourteen days of around-
the-clock radio communications work at
Clatskanie ended Sunday night for
Clatsop County’s naval reserve EWC 13-
36.

With three officers and 11 men on duty,
the company kept two radio transmitters
on the air throughout the two-week
emergency. The company has now
reinstalled its equipment at the naval
reserve building on the port docks.”306

Figure 9-14 Flooding at the fuel pumps. (Courtesy Clatskanie Historical Museum)

304 Hill also helped establish and operate the
Reservoir Radio Station.
305 Naval Reserve Team Handles Flood Radio

306 14 Days of Duty Ends for Naval Reserve in
Flood
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The Reservoir Radio Station

A radio station was set up at the Clatskanie
water reservoir®®” on June 2™ and staffed
by personnel from the Army and National
Guard, Coast Guard, and ham operators.

The US Army sent a portable radio station
down from McCord Field and it was
operated under the supervision of “Sgt
Rudd.” US Coast Guard Chief Bains
oversaw operating two radio trucks sent up
from San Francisco. 38

——
——
s_ '

Messages related to civilian welfare were
exchanged via amateur radio and via a

network of Coast Guard stations. People
with outgoing messages could reach the
hams by telephoning “Clatskanie 500."3%

Two Seaside businessmen with experience
servicing radios travelled to Clatskanie to
volunteer their services. “Edward Hill>°,
Seaside Radio Shop, and C E Cochran,
Clatsop County Creditor Bureau...have
worked day and night as technicians and
repairmen....” 3!

- —

| —

Figure 9-15 Jack Mathews, Dr J L Wooden, and George Gardenier stroll down Nehalem
St in ankle-deep water. Dr Wooden was the local source for typhoid vaccinations.
Many of Dr. Wooden's personal effects have been preserved and are on exhibit at the
Clatskanie Historical Museum.

(The Clatskanie Chief 6/18/48) (Courtesy Clatskanie Historical Society)

307 The city water reservoir sits atop a hill just
south of town near 4 and SW Bryant.

308 Radio Communications pg. 8

309 |hid

310 Hjll was also part of the Naval Reserve team
from Astoria
311 Forestry Radio pg. 8
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Figure 9-16 An LCM (Landing Craft - Mechanized) is docked in downtown.
(Courtesy Clatskanie Historical Museum)

The Oregon Department of Forestry

“The State Forestry department sent
Clatskanie a force of trained radio men, who
are rendering inestimable service... in
providing the nerve center through which
the various field men and headquarters are
kept in immediate and constant touch.”*2

“The Department came into Clatskanie and
set up a system whereby contact may be
made between the main office and any
station they wish to call. Secretaries are
stationed by the operator and a complete
record of all calls and answers is kept. No
records are kept at the [field] units since it
would be a duplication of the office
records.”!3

312 |bid

313 |bid

314 See FX Radios in the Radios section.
315 See FP “Peanut” Radios in the Radios
section.

“Six FX radio 2-way phone sets?'* are being
used. One radio is at the control office.
There are four FX units and two peanut
sets3!® at strategic points throughout the
area and two peanut sets.”3'6

“Calls and orders are issued from the main
set to individual set, each has its own
number and answers are received back at
that same time. If there is a call which is of
importance to the whole sector of flooded
territory, all the operators out on the dikes
may be reached at one time."”3’

“The eleven State Forestry men stationed
here and are billeted at the Quincy School.
Bill Lang has been in Clatskanie as overseer
in this department which is operated on a
24-hour basis.”18

316 Forestry Radio pg. 8
317 jbid
318 |bid
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Protecting the Dikes

Concerned for the dikes, the Army
engineers ordered the entire Lower
Columbia closed to navigation on June 1°t.
“Col Orville E Walsh, in charge of the
Portland district of the U.S. Army engineers,
said he feared that dikes were in such a
precarious state, that the wake of a ship or
a boat might be all that was needed to send
the river crashing through.”3?

On Monday May 31*, dikes of the tiny
Clatskanie Drainage District, just north of
town, were the first to break.

The electricity in Clatskanie was off for
several hours when a barn floated free of its
foundation and damaged a powerline.

Figure 9-17 Navy personnel use an LCVP (landing craft, vehicle, personnel), also called a
Higgins boat, to perform a welfare check at a farmhouse in the flood district.
(US Navy photo) (The Clatskanie Chief 6/11/48)

The dikes in the Marshland area and,
especially the low dikes in the Johns District
were holding, but just barely. Many
individuals donated their time and
equipment to build the dikes up.

“Organizations including:

> the American Legion

» the VFW posts of neighboring towns
> the Army

> the Navy

» the Coast Guard

819 120 Miles pg. 1.

> the National Guard

> the Maritime Commission

> the City of Astoria

> Clatsop County

» and employees of the local lumber
mills

all pitched in to help.”320

As water continued to threaten the area,

people living in the lower areas who
hadn't already left were moved to

320 Columbia’s High Waters pg. 1
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shelters on higher ground by Army
engineers, National Guardsmen, and
civilian agencies.3?! “[Evacuees] lived in
the schools of Westport and Clatskanie
and with area families."322

Nearly 100 miles of dikes were patrolled
night and day. “Each drainage district
has a chairman who in turn has
appointed a patrol chief to take care of
the work of arranging personnel for the
shifts and handling whatever problems
arise in the patrol work. Two-way
radios are placed in spots where there
are no phones as well as in stations
where there are phones.”3?3

When the Marshland and Johns District
dikes eventually failed, 1,050 additional
acres of dairies and mint farms32* were
flooded causing an estimated
$3,000.000 in damage. The flood also
damaged several commercial fishing
stations that dotted the south shore of
the Columbia in the area.

Part of Clatskanie’s central business
district near the Nehalem Bridge
sustained flood damage3?* although
water was never much more than a foot
deep over the road. In comparison, the
flood of 1996 caused the Clatskanie
River to jump its banks and flow
through town. A plaque on the wall in

321 jbid

322 Pictorial Revue

323 jbid

324 Although grazing continues today, most of
the family dairies are gone. The floodwaters
contaminated the peppermint fields with a
fungus that causes mint rust, wiping out the

the Clatskanie Library shows the high-
water mark.

The exceptionally high tides experienced
during the first half of June, 1948
exacerbated the problem in Clatskanie.
Though the flood had essentially
peaked, flood waters in the city rose
and fell with the tides for several weeks.

During the week of June 4t, “the force
fighting the flood waters under the
direction of William Owens, Army
engineer, was strengthened with the
arrival of three units from the Army.
The Navy, which had been bearing the
brunt of work since the beginning
withdrew 200 of their enlisted personnel
but left 130 sailors on regular duty with
100 more on immediate call from the
base at Astoria.”32¢

“At one time 200 civilians, 230 Navy
personnel, 570 army troops, and 70
National Guardsmen were on the
job."327

As the flood water receded and
residents began returning, the
Washington National Guard patrolled to
prevent looting and used bulldozers to
clear and reopen flood-damaged
roads.328

farms. Some mint farming is coming back, and
poplars are being farmed for pulp on some parts
of the lowlands.

325 Flood Insurance Study

326 Marshland pg. 1

327 Pictorial Revue

328 Official History pg. 12
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Tongue Point

F/gure 9- J 8 The Reserve F/eet Basm at Tongue Point, ]ust east of Astoria, OR. In 1946, na Va/ air
operations ceased at Tongue Point and the base became a fleet facility for the Pacific Reserve Fleet.
Over 200 vessels were tied up at Tongue Point so that they would be available to be reactivated should
the need arise. To accommodate the fleet, the river was dredged, and eight concrete finger piers were
constructed. There was some concern for the welfare of the ships stored at Tongue Point as the
Columbia rose to flood stage in June 1948. However, no significant damage was reported. Eventually,
most vessels stored at Tongue Point were towed to Suisun Bay, CA or Bremerton, WA. The Navy
deactivated the facility in 1962 and the property was transferred to the Government Services
Administration.
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Figure 9-19 Aerial photo of the Reserve Fleet at Tongue Point taken in 1958.
(Courtesy http.//navy.memorieshop.com)
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Errata

If errors appear in this story caused by gaps in my research or by
repeating errors from source documents, I sincerely apologize and assure
you that they were inadvertent. And I certainly did not mean to leave
anyone out or otherwise diminish anyone’s contributions. As mentioned in
the text, I'm sure that there are many more stories waiting to be

discovered.

I would like nothing more than to hear your Vanport radio stories. If you
have clippings, QSL cards, images, etc. to share, please contact me at

nvrsdan@gmail.com.
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ARRL Public Service Certificate for communications during the 1948 flood.

Appendix 1 - Hams Involved with the 1948 Flood

(Vanport residents are indicated by red text) (Legend of Abbreviations follows)

(Left) 6’ 9” Doc Hayes, W1IIN, towers over Bob
Merryman, W3FBB. (QST March, 1947)

[
' - BALTIMORE 4, MD. -~
v P.OBOX6rSS

WIIIN/3

Radio Wl HA .. _Ur Sigs wkd at 1230 £5T on_ 2=3.___1946
QAL s....esm'z?x Cond. ..ER...... QRG. . 70M. .k
Transmitter &4/ M—/{ﬂw R:t:eiver MR
Remarks 7K. .FER. __ dSO..mi...._..Z.E..,_

|
Bl aremal Pse Q5L OM. dgi?BERT E. HAYES, Jr, Opr.

WI1IIN* (W3LVY)

Albert E “Doc” Hayes Jr Phd;

West Hartford CT

Member A-1 Operator, ARRL (National
Emergency Coordinator), IRE, ORS,
OBS, Physical Society, RCC

Baltimore MD Emergency Coordinator
First licensed 1934
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14-year-old WAMNT (7ampa Tribune)
W4MNT*
George L Mc Daniel; Brooksville FL
Member ARRL, BPL, GN, ORS, PN

W5COE
Richard K Brown; El Paso TX
Member ARRL

W5GCM (courtesy QCWA)

3024 Exposition Ave. SHREVEPORT, LA.
RADIOWAUIG. Ur #ASigs Wid hr.F/4/.....1037. at #anAMES.T.
UR SIGS RST 46.4X.QRM. o4m. . .QRN. .umu QRG]M?&Q

 IW5GCM e

Xmtr#£4=¥QU -3, IToMINPIT Revr 8458 S'"’HS' ¥9 IRF.,

REMARKS. 7218005 2% Ateide, deay. #d.a‘-m/m(w
Around the World or Just Around the Block, We Always QSL
GLAD TO QSO and “‘BEST 73 TILL WE MEET AGAIN.”

PSE QSL TNX DX..2¢ adatenl . ARTHUR FARRINGTON, JR.

W5GCM*

Arthur A “Art” Farrington Jr; Lawton OK
Major US Army

Member A-1 Operators Club, ARRL,
Comanche County Emergency Co-
coordinator, ORS, QCWA

W5HKH*
Frank B Frank; Tulsa OK
Member ARRL

W5IGO*
Thelma L Ferguson; Lawton OK
Member ARRL

W5MBV*

Lee Kline; Fort Sill OK
US Army

Member ARRL
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W6CXO (Courtesy QST March 1950)
W6CXO0

San Francisco Naval Shipyard ARC;
San Francisco CA

National Red Cross Headquarters

WS5FDR (Courtesy of Les Hollis)
%ﬁtph Stutes Nuwal Beserue

TWELFTH NAVAL DISTRICT

X farl "3 "'
P7 WSy WO - S i
A g P ST
REMAREE: =
5 f’}f ZM A naTa _Z‘/ %’?{ mé{,
i /4‘?‘ /"’ ?A?ﬂ
/
P A 7&/% x W5FDR
DL WS- s KLl
NAME 1867 THAVE Llmiiial o
ADIRREY CARLATRD 370 TFORNTA ™

WG6FDR (W5FDR N12AAX WLJR)
William B “Bradley” Hollis; Oakland CA
US Navy, Naval Reserve, US Marines,

(cou rte';’fﬁg;;’goisjtgfi seur) Marine Fleet Reserve, Texas National

Guard
WGDDE_ Member AARS, ARRL, MARS, Pioneer
John E Wilcox; North Hollywood CA
Member ARRL Net, VWOA
ember [More information follows in the

Selected Biographies section]
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WG6GHS (W6ITZ)
Delbert E Luck; Manteca CA
Member ARRL

Mayor of Manteca CA

W6I0X

Vincent J Haggerty; Santa Barbara CA
Member ARRL

WG6NPA ca 1935

WG6NPH
Dick E Coburn; Long Beach CA

OAKLAND RADIO CLU!, Ine.

Hand. i oo Cardt Vi
o, Kool L prdick a0 :
b % & 4/87'? M/:f/‘,.g,”—j-
N Z"”’“ Wy tonfrno a0 OiZAT~
K o ik - 354

R e el ace e Geaw Fn
11— E- /wéww

(QSL courtesy W7WLL)
W60T
Oakland Radio Club Inc; Oakland CA
ARRL affiliated club

W6QAF

Daniel M Thompson;
San Francisco CA
Signal Office, Presidio
Member ARRL

W6QXN (6AEP)

Sigurd W “Sig” Lassen; Lafayette CA
Member ARRL

First licensed 1920

WG6REB
Christian R Jensen; Yreka CA
Member ARRL, BPL, Pioneer Net

Fei-t WO WJIVI

Salivas Gl
Ay Radio RST

el T Date.
{ B&ﬂd COTIJ.
- thr RCV T

333 Tapadero Jt. VY73¥ At MDole.op
(W6WIM ca. 1956 courtesy K8CX)

W6WIM

Arthur E “Art” McDole; Salinas CA
Member APCO, ARRL, Senior member
IEEE, Fellow RCA

Captain Monterey County Sheriff’s Office
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W7AAH ca 1976
(courtesy Mercer Island Reporter)

. §
|J Radio VEAL  Ursigswrkd 11-29-3% E:15 PM.UST
. QSA:-E Tone HAC Conditions ourm QRH 40 MB.

D Xmitter: ' LY cre10 tube 100 watts input FAC  plate supply
Rncdv« Det 2 stig DxV-VE-X-K2=NV-CE

W7AAH

Pse - FHEQSL OB Vy 73

GILLETTE. WYO.
| =

(QSL courtesy W8AA)
W7Z7AAH (W7ACR)
Eddie B Pacot; Ellensburg WA
Member ARRL, WARTS

EDDIE P co‘r

W7ACZ
Edward I Jewett; Portland
Benson High School

WZ7ADH

Willis Leland “Lee” Campbell; Portland
Sauvie Island Dike Watch

Dutch Village Radio,

Communications Tech for PP&L
Member PARC

W7ADW
John S Smith; Portland

708 5.W. MAPLECREST COURT
Portland, Oregon,
U.S.A.

W7AEF Since 1927 XYL is W7SPC

RadioWAFE G This confirms ous QSD ot JUNE 7 19ék e 6185 PH oY

i 2N A Y A T2 7T an T8
HOW ABT az‘x{wwé'; ﬁpé‘c‘::;;g;f(i\?f 73?1 C. B Lucas
WZ7AEF
Calo Benton “Bill” Lucas; Portland
28 mc mobile net control
Portland Radio Supply
Member ARRL, OEN, OOTC, PARC,
QCWA

W7AFL

Robert W Glaze

1902 N Victory Blvd; Vanport
RM2 US Navy World War 2
Member AARS, ARRL
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W7AGR ca. 1951
(Courtesy Electric Radio September 1992)

W7AGR
Lyle M Simpson; Portland
EM2 US Navy World War 2

" ‘

W7AIA
Vancouver Amateur Radio Club;
Vancouver WA

(now Clark County ARC)

ARRL affiliated club

[More information follows in the Clubs
section]

W7AIE

Retlaw Walter Haynes; Portland
Member ARRL

Civil Engineer Army Corps of Engineers

t L Wvumee, O,
$ fal@\\ﬂ.pm—- =
| R R R LR R S S R

W7AIN
Everett “Ev” France; Portland
Member ARRL

W7AKC
Lloyd E Taylor; The Dalles OR

W7AKQ
LeVern A Bamber; Portland
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W7AMQ witAh is prize-winning transier
(Short Wave Craft August 1931)

Radio B3 Prrix confrms our QSO
{ of . Butets 05 1V X _ur. FovST. L85 .

" W7AMQ

‘ 7811 N. E. Prescott 5t. # Portland, OREGON '

LB S GaleB.Sells R
INPUT HE LETEW,

é Yavur Sigral:
Condil

cred 2578 G ‘?on._./_ e
Vy7aA,

CW ano PHONE

W7AMQ

Gale B Sells; Portland

Member ARRL, PARC, RCARC
Radio Specialty Manufacturing Co
Benson High School

Le'y toody station $Phob
TAXFOR @St iaxW Year

W7A0OB
Dr John A Nelson Jr; Longview WA
Member ARRL, Charter Member LCARA,
NWVRS, QCWA

W7APD
Joseph Gordon McKay; Rainier OR
Mayor of Rainier, Rainier Pharmacy
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B2 38 A0 w7 S
S

STy

s st
A s AR
R Y R et e R e W e Bl e

W7APF

Donald L “Don” McPherson;
Cutler City OR

Member ARRL, OEN

B T = —
. : A.R.R.L.
L 35 W, Alberta 3t PORTLAND, OREGON
|- The City of Roses
XMITTER ' REC

. -
ve $P2.8 0 sics. B gsa 2 m. DL

ari cudut cat bettar gso om tut Thd ezms

on wid sn 852 sbt 4 blooks away es that
was thst mabe bettsr luck nezt tims

W7APG
Grant Lane; Portland
Member ARRL

73 ES HFE CU AGN

GRANT LARE. OF,

Ridin_ \*"lqz v BB s, W 1.
o JIAR 103 atr-'-’xl.}.;_P(*S'l a8a. S m. ?n.
Note _POC _ ana vjﬂmhamg RO_QRM. _mm
= By *m'ru 218 J-u{'jxl' FooviT R

| sub FOMND Rocrr. BET % A8T6 Ant ASEG

-~
Xy
~
-~

: : 1 WY USED
W7AQJ WPV FER
caLl
R ED.1, RN
Vanpouwor, Wasi. 4
E. W. START.

W7AQJ
Eldred W “Ed” Start; Vancouver WA
Member WARTS

W7ARY

Byron R Paul; Portland
Member SOWP

Hood River, ;
W AS F o U3 A
| AR Howdyjm Ur R@TQ'R? at/ﬂ-ﬂ}& PST);» ’/20 19
} %5 Condmom/cA’K Ant
;ca- 200 WS T
B T E o e <5 15t PPus S Bo1 210 B
RCVR/A0ME Br,e,w DX
Remarksjzv)( Fef 7")‘?9 EB. QS,O
JACK £5 T hpe 1o Cuagn ~

W7ASF

Stanley R “Stan” Rand; Portland
Member Crag Rats

[More information follows in the
Selected Biographies section]

W7As (courtesy Find a Grave)
PORTLAND 6, OREGON

6304 S.E. 79nd AVENUE.

W7ASR
Robert L Colosky; Portland
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W7AVV (courtesy Facebook)

HILLSBORO, ORE.

1518 EDISON ST.,

\

Radio WFESHur T4 Sigs aso et 7..193%e... 7. EM.P.ST
U were QSAJ RBon.. J4#. .. .mc Band Conds ... Ff..........
Receiver SUPER HET.. Xmitter 57, - 54 =0 Watts .33
Remarks JNK FER OuR 2. FE Rse's om ~Hpecu ey
Luck, 4,73 VERNON SAHNOW, Op,

AARS

Fve QOSL Tox

o

W7AVV

Vernon C “*Vern” Sahnow; Portland
Member AARS, ARRL

KGW radio, Portland

KORE radio, Eugene OR

KSLM radio, Salem OR
Communications Tech Oregon State
Highway Department

First licensed 1923

WZ7AWD (W7MG)
Joseph E “Joe” Patterson; Portland
Member ARRL, WVDXC

Receiver
\ k K.P-81
FIVE
ELEMENT )
BEAM
OHLEN
1000 WATT
NBEFM
ROUTE 2
BOX 203

PORTLAND, ORBGO

GREETINGS
RADIO W /u/S LT 2o wclewsm 5 R
Date  z o A8 194 L at/5F6 M.Dst. .

. OPEHATOR
% “ %/, /s 7% OhlenR. Higgens
W7AXA

Ohlen R Higgens; Portland
Founding Member VARC
First licensed 1923

W7BIM
Jack N Binnicker; Lake Oswego OR
Member ARRL

W7BIW

Sam A “"Sam the Ham” Davenport Jr;
Pasco WA

Member ARRL, Charter Member WARTS
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l

BYRON J. PEFFLY - - ASHLAND, OREGON

XMTR--XTAL w7 rabioW 76 K
INPT. WATTS £0 UR PDC  siGs
QRG 22, QsA5 R7-9

4 BoR DATE /733
e DPC o5
oP %4‘%*

PSEQSL TNX 73

W7BKC (W7DPC)
Byron ] Peffly (Sr); Portland

HILLSBORO OREGON

ROUTE, 5,

WiBlD

| QSA4.R6. ORN.///. qowetls ORMOE course QSB. .
| Xmte:4 76~ e/lﬂyée:-ﬂ/ﬁ.«w/a .Reyr: /’A’/:J;,aé’ L
RcmarkW

{ PR?QS'E ur cnrd appreci uted/imdt 73 é B MOHR, Op.

1 I -
| RadioWEHAY. Ut WKD he 83 =/2.19350. &1 32 . AML., P.S.T.

WEDGH PRIN

W7BQD
Herbert “Herb” Mohr; Portland

(W7BUW courtesy QCWA)
W7BUW

John R "“Dick” Borton; Yakima WA
Member ARRL, QCWA, WARTS, YARC

W7BVO

Rolland H “Rolly” Mietzke;

Longview WA

Member ARRL, Charter Member LCARA,
QCWA

Cowlitz County Communications Director
First licensed 1930

W7BWC
William L “Bill” Burris; Pinehurst WA
Member ARRL, Charter Member WARTS

£Eve Bpe-Q3a

(QSL couﬂrtesy W8JYZ)
W7BX (7BX, 6AQY, 6BJI, 7MU, 7KI,
U7KI, WeOJY, W5AKL, W4IHO, W7JVM)
Floyd F “Duffy” Taylor; Richland WA
Member ARRL, OOTC, QCWA, WARTS
First licensed 1916

W7CEJ
Roland G Buri; Portland
MAM2 US Navy World War 2

U.S. Naval Radio Station. Keyport, Wash.

ll}anlo_\ﬂ;/é__ THIS coumms)’ou or‘élf&ﬁ__ma ‘;{

WICEC
lﬂ' _e:‘%‘k;‘% 7 C‘,MI |

&,Ie‘ ,Byer. Ex-CMSUF
L

WIWF PRINT

W7CFC
US Naval Radio Station Keyport WA
Operated by Earle D Byer ex CM8UF

Vanport Pg. 194



W7CFF*

Myrvan R “Ron” Morley; Salt Lake City
SSGT US Army Air Corps World War 2 -
Radio Operator on B24 Liberator
Assistant Emergency Coordinator UARC
Electronics Tech Federal Aviation Admin
First licensed 1932

W7CIH

Axel B Tyle; Portland

Multnomah College

[More information in the Selected
Biographies section]

W7CKT

Lewis F “Rylie” Rylie; Port Blakely WA
Net control for the Bremerton area
Member ACARC, ARAB, ARRL, BPL,
Charter Member WARTS

W7OOB

Station Date  Time Gand Freq

ZF2A1 ',--2 L 6o 2 ;: o

Rea. §wan . £ o LUy Psv (VSL Tng
YE 30 Practidn 5:47‘"/» fesasir Sy g;/,m.
ATHNE 35 Pohond Ozegen- 010 >< 73, Stan irimes

Stanley L “Stan” Grimes; Portland

W7CSC
Elmer J “Al” Anderson; Portland
Member ARRL, QCWA, SOWP

W7CUD
Bryant E “Skip” Page; Richland WA
Member ARRL, Charter Member WARTS

Radio {4 Lu K P
UR Si= 5= 56-7 V2
ISR TX

RIG HERE
m/t?y

XTMRE fsto Haomeld

ANTTH5 acl

KEEP OREGON GRACEN Recyrthensa
97206 Qct Gt
Confirming our/ $7 ¢ 55 2 TNX -73's
asoflbie 75 == 23387 Ely )(?
i
[\ Gannet H. Downi;
(QSL courtesy W8IYZ)
W7CUJ]
Garnet H Downing; Portland
Captain US Army World War 2
4 Cheetings sadio W 5 R G /M
= This confixns 2% me. LONEQSO
— .,/___ A= e E)
— = Auo P.S.T.
U sigs J\ﬁ‘. $£.9.2

eslie C. Hu //
2634 13th. Hue
Nenton, (Wu/z'm ton

TONXFER FE Gso 55; RE
ol

(QSL courtesy W5RG Collection)
W7CVI
Leslie C Huff; Klamath Falls OR
Member QCWA

W7CYT
Fred Claussen; Portland
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W7DC]

William H Young; Vanport

2708 N Broadacre St #3655
[More information follows in the
Selected Biographies section]

PORTLAND OREGON
4779 N. YALE ST.

\V7DDG

mmmmm - -2 B
W7DDG

John D McLennan; Portland

W7DHX

Don A Smith; Portland
Red Cross radio team
Member OEN

PR

o =-.,=,-_:"T;M~ | dookour ﬂ‘} Lao
NN r adio WZI(/K

W7DIS (K7DIS, W7DIK)
Allen N “Al” Davis; Portland

ST ST T

AWEST COAST

0

RADID.‘.‘?E:@H‘!TGUNFIRMINE 0s0 oF [~7 1846,
T 57~ TaPST  UR/YME. r%sIES RETS 27

XMTR fP/T 427695 _W.INP. REVRIEE -5/

RES OSL OM. TNX. 73 JOHN D, McLENNAN

l

J

ARRL Emergency Coordinator
Member AARC, AARS, ARRL, OEN,
QCWA, WVDXC

Spouse of W7ENU

[More information follows in the
Selected Biographies section]

W7DNB
Clark A Sterett; Salem OR

Dr John H Fitzgibbon; Milwaukie OR
ERC / MERC World War 1

Owner KGON (AM)

President of Clackamas Broadcasters
(original owners of KGON)

Member ARRL

W7DTB*
Chester “Chet” R Ashby; Lewiston UT
Member ARRL, Founding member FARM
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“W7DZL (NWVRS Archives)

WIDZ r

o tan o Hoae e Facsloud e

dicGoGHURSLT A P 3. rmne
& ﬁzzzs.mu
szs LARSEN
Pt it 2322 5. W, Osage St
ARRL P:;md. Dregon

W7DZL
Leland James “Jim” Larsen; Portland
In charge of Red Cross radio team.

Member ARRL, Portland Sevens, QCWA,

WVDXC
Founder of Larsen Antennas

W7DZY

Everett J Gottschalk; Vanport
11206 N Lake Ave

ETM1 US Navy World War 2

ST PllRTlANI] IlREG[IN EEER AR

REMARKS _ 15 e et 25 figet.cosegonsas 0KT3
-Pse Tnx QSL. RMUND ZOCHER T Op. 6004 S E.Ivon St.

Rt 0 R0 8 0.0.0.0.0.0.0.8.0.8.0.0.0.0.0.8.0.0.0.0.0.0.00.0.0.5.5.0.5.5.5.9.0.3
MY VA~ Zl— 03— {S&  WIWPPrint A4 4~ J ~

ALl W
W7ECI
Ermund A Zochert Jr; Portland
Member ARRL, Portland Sevens, WVDXC

W7EDK

Wilfred E Stacey; Vancouver WA
Member VARC

WZ7EDU
Kenneth A House; Dayton WA
Member OEN, WARTS

W7EEA

Robert M “Sparky” Sherman; Vancouver
Member VARC, QCWA

[More information follows in the
Selected Biographies section]
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PORTLAND 4, OREGON, UBSA.
HARRL 4232 S. E. Cava Shveat HARRL

WIEFP

Radia_ K2 HV. M _This anhm; QSO o e Lo 1956

PSE - THX QSL 78's Glann L. Briedwell, Jr.

WZ7EFP
Glenn L Briedwell Jr; Portland
Member ARRL, QCWA

WIGPP

WZ7EFT
David D Meeker; Vancouver WA

W7EGR

Stanley Leroy “Stan” Archer;

Coulee Dam WA

Member ARRL, QCWA, Charter Member
WARTS

WZ7ENR
Byron A Ashenbrenner; Hoquiam WA
Member WARTS

WZENU (K7ENU)

Mary B Davis; Portland

Red Cross radio team

Member AARC, AARS, ARRL, OEN
Spouse of W7DIS

[More information follows in the
Selected Biographies section]

W7EPS (Courtesy Find a Grave)

RITZVILLE, WASHINGTI]N
RADIO #4442 URF ) MC
Sigs, RSTQS.M‘K.Z 193+ or. 2 :ap—
Ge vy s Me a

WZEPS

Virgil Waylan “Virg” Treadwell;

Yakima WA

US Navy World War 2

e KIT radio - Yakima WA

e KIMA TV - Yakima WA

Member ARRL, Charter Member WARTS
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— Midlwadtice, Oregon

W/ERA

€ METCR CONTACT

Walter §. Wanning
WZ7ERA
Walter J "Walt” Manning; Milwaukie OR

CRM US Navy World War 2
Member ARRL

one DX R\
@(uour{b @ We I IW

D R 124 MC CWSI6S
, 'Zﬁ 255 AT 1743 PST

( 11-20-49
52;1 W3 ESH)
J
(J,h {1901 POWELL BLVD,
OWFT ., PORILAND, oRE.’

W7ESJ (W8JJW)

Edward F “Connie” Conyngham; Portland
LT US Navy World War 2

Member ARAB, ARRL, OOTC, PARC, RCC
[More information follows in the
Selected Biographies section]

r—— = TRy
P.adow35bﬂm R Me -'}tsymmmuz,ﬂ 28 P M, ST

Date 2227 . 1951 RST £ =7.._ Conditions . @ S8
nte Wildloar = HT IS wBEm. st REL Bacm Watts 200,

W7ETD

WENATCHEE. WASHINGTON
Receiver /[Q 27 % LR G N IS
Remarks Zawdl end. ek /#Qﬁ G- Al dabuson vekizy
Tnx for QSO . éy&QSL % 1031 Lindy A E. “AL" FREEMAN, Op.
W7 ETO
Albert E “Al"” Freeman
Wenatchee WA
Member ACARC, QCWA

WZ7EVR |

Radio. s ZE 24 Nour... L. MC.Signale Q6A ST R 7 T........ b
OnLdday/ots . B n2d£57 PST. .- Receiver... 242

Transmitter. . 2.0 &t

Remarks Aoene rs £

e qsu 4645 G.E. aath Ave.

W?ZEVR (K6RZH)

Robert W “Bob” Edlund; Portland
CRE US Navy

Member ARRL, Portland Sevens

Robwst W. Edlund, Opr.

WZ7EXQ

Bruce L Stokes; Portland

Red Cross headquarters team

Charter member NWVRS, member PARC

Oregon Stte Uiversity 1940
WZ7EYW
Robert Clifford Apperson; Portland

W7FAW

Paul J Sawin; Longview WA

2" Lieutenant US Army Signal Corps
World War 2
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: |
Z. A SAX- Op. \%\ |

W7FE (7FE) | B e il

Walter Baumgartner; Portland W7F)Z
Member ARRL, SOWP Zelmer A Sax; Portland
Member OARS

W?Z7FFE
Stanford W “Stan” Merrifield;
St Helens OR

W7FKZ (Popular Mechanics April 1950)
W7FKZ
Leroy Edward “Ed” Parsons; Astoria OR
Relief engineer at KGW and KEX during
World War 2, Owner KAST Astoria

NORTH BEND, WASHINGTON

W7FH3
Paul N Young; Portland
Member ARRL

RADIO W—ﬁﬁ:u’_ CONFIRMING @SQ OF /2 A 195
iLi;‘w. f-i}_:‘f‘zT,.”r‘Zé’&“C.:E”ii?:&iI ,_,;@ -
. ol <
W?Z7FLE
Clarence V Hall; North Bend WA
Member WARTS
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e o

£ oF |
T T s |N'-W’t | wuo |

HLS-’_‘;UM ll“ | e .l cu' NEUT, | S
SATE STATION o | of e |
|:V‘\'-F. | camER ) T é '
i ,15:’ I 1*3’—‘*
[jais| WIH X\ Ji—d% G —"v'“—_"_
S - _L ) | _"I—‘ ‘
' ; /z:é' ,.,/ m
,,&
: x é T KTL G, c’u 7}
(QSL courtesy W7WLL)

W7FNS

Virgil V Cowen; Portland
Major US Army World War 2
Member PARC, QCWA

ASTORIA, OREGON, U. 5. A.

685 - 44TH STREET

Eard O. Jobinson

W7FNX

Earl O Johnson; Astoria OR
Member ARRL, QCWA

*a*»tﬁ*r* SM.EM UREEUN HAREANERRE

(QSL from a DXpedltlon to f ___________________________ §
Palmyra AtO”) z 3. Have Ussntry sad? MILTON MARSH- o." 230N 44h$¢.$
W7FNK (FO8AI’ KH6CHC’ KH6CCI **-Irt*ﬁ**ﬁi**i**i*tzkt:******tﬂﬂ****k**
KP6AL, W7LAX) W7FNZ
Jack N Wheeler; Portland . W .
RM2c V-3 US Navy World War 2 Milton L “Tiny” Marsh; Eugene OR

Member ARRL, BIARC
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W7FON (Longview Daily News 5/1/54)

W7FON
Harry A Hale; Longview WA

Member ARRL, Charter Member LCARA,

QCWA

W7FRU
George M Marchand; Woodinville WA
Member ARRL, BPL, NEN

irog'r :AND 10, onmon

o * = AHCkriol edgine Q5 fmf«- A3-5Pqt

i A ‘)‘iﬁ*“ :'* L
I Beuass A, Dot oy ol e O TR S
TR
L ’ égssﬁwme VISTA TERR. 73 DOUGLW BATES
W7FU

Douglas F Bates; Portland
Member WERS

OM SRE 6L QSO U ES HPE CUAGN

OLYMPIA, WN.,, U. S, A,
513 Nnrth Ce tral Street
()h/ w2 N Gmalr;g: q;f rmakion QS0
7720«1&»{25 917, SZemopsT

URStGs_ ! 5 R
PSTRCTTENN QRNS (4779

4 0. U. TATRQ, Opr.
.. Wares Input — Handla._ 2 0000

W7FWD
Orpheus U “Tate” Tatro; Olympia WA
Member ARRL, NEN

v%@

WY7FXE (Radlo January 1940)
W7FXE
Lucile G (Watts) Allingham; Portland
Spouse of W7KY

: AMATEUR RARIO STATIGN

WTFH

2425 N. E, 37th AVE, PORTLAND ORE,
dioWRTX & Your Signals RST % < Zr on 7 —,47-—% 3

< PLEASE QSL e~ 10ro DICK SCHOEPFLIN, Op.
7"3 Your Card Will Bz Creatly Appreciated and Saved ;“&}

> &

4

W7FZA
Richard N “Dick” Schoepflin; Portland
Member ARRL, WVDXC
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i W7GBW (W7MB)

George A Wise; Vanport

2602 N Broadacre St

Private US Army World War 2, US
Merchant Marines

Member ARRL, DX Honor Roll, PARC,
SOWP, WVDXC

[More information follows in the
Selected Biographies section]

POLRTILAND, CREGOM

p.:\:.:.«zﬁl‘»’ UR 7 #ed, Zing RE1 ff'&ﬁ»/z o Sa o, ru‘Aﬂ- { e

[

3 ov—r Fer OA- BI.“
Herbut Struck- Opv llyrs,
5 J’ 9524 NE. Skidmare 5t

BTWER

W7GAN

PORTLAND. OREGON

¢ WIGCT

THIS coNFIRMS @so wip W/ 7 & &
0\7}/4{ ASONn T AT -.) " _AM pST.

UR SIGS S 27 FREQ S @ _KC

POWER 2.2 S W ANT. A LD fﬂzgm
REMARKS et 4L A 2 &&/

LI s O

W7GCT
Robt “"Bob"” Greer; Portland
Corporal Army Air Corps World War 2

Helen and George W|se ca. 1975

Radi

1603 N. E. 40th AVE.

PORTLAND, ORE.
L GOYour Signals RST. 56 ?‘\fnnl’f L R R

PLEASE QSL

GEO. AL WISE, Op.

AMATEUR RADIO STATION Member ARRL
RIG ol
IoFNw 1 G B wr"’-’-‘ W7GCZ
s Dean Elder; Green River WY

Your Card Will Be Creatly Appreciated and Saved
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T —— - —

| ALBANY OREGON

THE FR!ENDLY CITY

W7GJD

i Rudiols 74 . RSTELAY. ORG Tonc . Date . 25 at¥-3<M.A 8T,
Xmitter- 4.0 X 7AL ofe {0 A7TL . Revr3g-Af.sle.pas

b i hicaicatlP i LR

| Romarks .. 7HS_GAn . 6T :/._ k‘lf).}c.k/,ds_w_ﬂié.ﬂ.ﬁ_ﬁ' |
Eea {ISE Tnx

W7GJD
Dell R Peacock; Albany OR

pll Peacook
bl e |

W7GlY
John S “Stan” Crawford; Portland
Member ARRL, Charter Member WARTS

W7GM (Radio August 1935)
W7GM (7BB)
Walter E “Eddie” Swartout; Portland
First licensed 1922

W7GNR

Maurice L “Morrie” Monson;
Bellingham WA

Member QCWA, Charter Member
WARTS

W7GO0O0

George E Fisher; Astoria OR
Member QCWA, Charter member
WARTS

W7GPZ

Clarence D “Clare” Newman;
Klamath Falls OR
Member QCWA

119 N. W. 21st AVENUE
PORTLAND, OREGON

W7GSH _

RADI & vl sics RST ON. ] ,MC TlME
DATE. . m) 4/ 7 ?’ J%
oulabeo %&4? .......
b Vi GL(.GJc K. 2 . J. DAWSON

(QSL courtesy W5RG Collection)
W7GSH
Alfred J Dawson; Portland

il

W7GTN*

Leonard G Walker; Boise ID
Member ARRL, FARM, GSN, NEN,
WARTS
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RECEIVER

. TRbe.
Brent Sult

Richard M "“Dick” Nelson; Portland

T

8¢

op. - James Baland
1241 M. Baldhwin Street
PORTLAND, OREGON, ysa.

ML Hoad i beckzaosnd

W7GUR
James B “Jim" Boland; Portland
Member ARRL, OEN, WVDXC

W7GWA operating from the obsr'vati‘on
deck of Seattle’s Space Needle.
(Radio TV Experimenter February 1967)

It’s never too cold or never too hot
NO FLOODS NO EARTHQUAKES
Lots of rain and tall green trees

When 70-15.29(72:5 rr) Where /50 £,

Who w7 4
My ears 7£.4 727 Ur voice 9ss5,A1+ My ’égﬁ’;ﬁfzg‘;’,‘:‘
HA N

s

Route 1 Box 339 Lake Grove
OSWEGO, OREGON
Pse QSL Tnx Bob M. Ryan
e ‘W7AMA PRINT 73% M
W7GWA

Robert M "Bob” Ryan; Seattle WA
Member ARRL, QCWA, SNARC

W7CG ca. 1975

ROUTE 2, BOX 398
TROUTDALE, OREGON

RADIOWE DIFURCLISIGS  RSTA Z.ON. /7. . MC TIME. semey
DATE. A= L 2. 70, REMARKS. (72). . £ ke, omiem

..Q!.Q..J.‘/.oppy..——.:.éﬁ.c..,.g,.(.:r/.,,«a«.wm.—m..éz%.ﬁ.wﬁ..

e GItoM- T vy 7.7y JOE NEREMURR
. /:,‘fv puwar T4 v‘:’*f\vl oM 7 St

W7GXA (W7CG)

Joe Naemura; Vanport

10316 N Force Ave

Private US Army World War 2

Marine Wireless Officer

Member ARRL, DX Honor Roll, NWVRS,
SOWP, WVDXC

[More information follows in the
Selected Biographies section]
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W7GXO0
Arthur G White; Portland
Founding member OEN

W7HA
James H “Jim” Platz; Hood River OR
Member NABET

W7HAE
William E Holmes; Portland

Brothers Don Stewart, W7HBO, and Pat
Stewart, W7GVC, reunite in Texas during
World War 2.

(@QST February 1944)

FREEWATER,
OREG N

Radio W7e—
Ur sigs RST .5, /.7 71(/6""‘

PSE—TNX QSL "

on E. Stewm Route 1

W7HBO

WTAMA

on .Re wr#av:/s/?l? !
a

ggia

W7HBO (WOIYH)

Don E “Tech” Stewart; La Grande OR
ACRM US Navy World War 2

Member ARRL, OEN

PORTLAND 13, OREGON, U.S. A.

4 N.E. 48th AVENUE
Radio {J TOILL this cunbms our 050 of Jaw RE 1965 at’f42) M PST

%W7HCQR |

Your Inne sigs wera HSA B R F othe 36 M band
£0 w5 Rove. HQ_/____SO
int @SL U the fusd fime, Dos.
How about a card om Pet,3A3"s

(QSL courtesy W7WLL)
W7HCQ
Richard M “Dick” Rogers; Portland
S1 US Navy World War 2
Salesman at United Radio
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A N - g
B & To ..LN.I_.(Q..!:) 2
Ao AL
‘2 GERG X1l 6L6G  Dbler.
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7HC
Stuart C Edmonds; Portland
Member ARRL (relay station), RCC

WIHDM

Yl RADIDEZERS T oodee Tund V94t
MSE. wo, FA LT

L] Reahs 4

i EPHiR €. v..n..mm;g

1939 QSL made by Ed'’s “Assistant Operator.”

(Tempera on cardstock woodblock print)

W7HDN
Edwin C “Ed” Wiedmaier; Portland
Sauvie Island “Dike Watch” station
3™ Infantry Division World War 1
Member ARRL, founding member OEN,

WERS

W7HIA ( YASME News November 1959)

W7HIA
Herbert “Herb” Gilbaugh; Portland
Member ARRL, Charter Member WVDXC

W7HIK
William “Bill"” Weiss Jr; Portland

Portland, Ore.

3232 S. E. 26th Ave.

o 0r OSAZ

o Rew 0 1Y

el 0, vy 73 F.P.McKAY
e AHPLLAO (2] N g e

Seon

~ (QSL courtesy W8JYZ)

W7HII
Frank P McKay; Portland
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WARRENTCN CREGON

P, O. Box 264~ = = i T DICK KNOTTS

W?Z7HIR (K7NRV)

Richard B “Dick” Knotts; Warrenton OR
Lieutenant US Navy World War 2, USNR
EWC Clatskanie

Member ARRL

[More information follows in the
Selected Biographies section]

_ Dlatsep Cennty

ASTORIA, OREGON
BOX 810

\V7HJU

||”| RADIOTIDSE . CONFIRMING 05D OF 2/27/ _1aall

AT 50i5 _ Fpst  urlL Mo, BlesIGE GEA.__ RSESS?
XMTRVEC-€13 . 200 W.INP. AOVR:._gr.
e

PEEXOSL QM. TNX. = g{,{ 73 ED

...........

W7HIU

Edwin S “Ed” Lamb; Astoria OR

Wireless operator since 1910, Ham since

1939

Wireless officer on:

= SS Indiana (NHQ)

=SS Kukui (LHA)

» SS Heather (NAKL)

= SS Manzanita (NLU)

» Lighthouse tenders in California,
Oregon, Washington, and Alaska
until 1930.

Member ARRL, OEN, OOTC, PARC,

QCWA, SOWP

W7HKI

A H “Jay” Gould; Portland
Established Portland’s Rose City Golf
Course in 1921

. PORTLAND, OREGON, U.S.A.

3222 S.E. YAMHILL STREET - Phons LA 8168

W7HKT

Repio_W3AT  up 7 mC ca 515 RST. 56%_ > up ATON32  HRS. PST.

28 Fob.ou 8 conpx ,ﬁ, oo o 1 Dave Zepp  RCYR HQu9X
AMTR. COLLING 3aE-8 Y.F.O. 8AG7, bLa, &Ls, Bl pn T, 30sTL_ 1000 . WarTs

REMARN: _£0ix hige QS0 Bill. Sorri 80 late ath O3L, © 0 &g
A2 asL am T - X WER WALT NG00 WATR: EDWARD E. SQUISR

W7HKT
Edward E “Ed” Squier; Portland
Member ARRL, FOC, WVDXC

it
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W7HKU (APCO Bulletin July 1998)

PORTLAND, OREGON
2213 S, E. 32nd AVE.

D/m:.{?/é LA REMARKS. .72y, .faz. @52,
Ak /wfés';/f ..........................
/s] ~ “ART" CAMERON "a’—sﬂ;_
(QSL courtesy W8SOE)
W7HKU

Charles A “Art” Cameron; Portland
Portland Police radio shop
Member APCO

W7HOQ
John R Ehr; Portland
S/Sgt US Army World War 2

WZ7HPS (W9DUB)
Frederick “Fred” A Riebe; Eugene OR

WZ7HQL
Bruce W Rodgers; Astoria OR

Radio WIGPP_ This O
At 3 45 P M, P.sY

Xmir 42 Xta% 6L6G N
Remarks: .

732 Y_(ll Y)&Sl. Pre QSL Tnx - CHIwN BRUSCH, Op.

W7HRR
Archie Jean Brusch; Vancouver WA
Member ARRL, WVDXC
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OREGON CITY OREGON
wm«m Ry mc 51 8] wch B psr It d 1o 2f

KMTR, /f”f watis £8__ anT. /(l(f
wwo Aemay Imr; fdege;am Ymot
FSE, QSl., TNX rok QSL BEST 73

CARL E. BRAUN, K. §, Box 2784

W7HRV
Carl E Braun; West Linn OR

Chief Electrician, Oregon Naval Militia
Wireless operator since 1909
Wireless officer on:

= USS Boston (NGC) 1912

= USS South Dakota (NSX) 1917

= SS Nishmaha (KEVM) 1919
Member ARRL, QCWA, SOWP

W7HSZ (courtesy NAMM.org)
W7HSZ
Rodgers W Jenkins; Lake Oswego OR
US Navy World War 2
KGW transmitter tech
[More information follows in the
Selected Biographies section]

I
WIHTS

. Paul Sloan "I
Dertiand. Cregon . m

S
Homal SEYN. e

W7HTS

Paul R Sloan; Portland

Radio Tech Multhomah County
Member PARC

W7HVX
Wendel R "Robert” Williams; Portland
Member ARRL, OEN, PARC, QCWA

W7HWC (AF7HWC)
William O Eden; Vanport
10508 N Island Ave
MARS
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OSWEGO, ,\\ OREGON
RadioW7FXY ur /. & mc Sigs RST 5=F#at j2%7 AM. PST 2/ §_1940

WIIAC

TRANSMITTER RECEIVER -
10 % warts - 2nsFina! &Tvbe Bl Soper
Hresing ModulaTed -PF. 4’
William L. Boos Opr. Y P. 0. Box 18‘3
v o
W7IAC

William L “Bill” Boos; Lake Oswego OR
Member ARRL
Commercial Iron Works

W7ICA

Clifford N Olson; Portland

Portland Red Cross headquarters team
Member WERS

W7IDG

Lockett St Clair White; Portland
Engineer on Grand Coulee Dam project
and at PGE

Member QCWA

PORTLAND, OREGON
NS AT A A AL A

W'ZIE

R MITRUKET St vSTH- 1 N5k Dk £ Yo psT

Roceiver, H89%- it SCA - 52—2‘, O"/'/é’\f(‘
il [Rererisdat.s. el oh. 2777’
| LCJ&QM@RIGH

Robert A “Bob” Wright; Portland
Member ARRL, OARS, PARC, QCWA,
SOWP

Oregon State University 1937
W7IES
Leland Ready Jr; Troutdale OR
ART2c (T) US Navy World War 2
Voice of America

HAZELTON, IDAHO
bk b mw-&.‘.’.m

W7IEY

Louis W “Louie” Dspain; Rupert ID
Private Army Air Corps World War 2
Member ARRL, RCC

Spouse of W7KDC
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Ex-AARS, ARRL,
NRI, WU Tech,

WAS. -
s

QSP Emergency

Revr. NC-183,

PseQsL_Bd i

Xmtr. BC410-E (Phone patch & Break-in CVﬂ:g
Remarks __Hope 3 y .
} 73, FRED A, STOCKING, Jr. 1025°S. W. Evans Street  CH. 4-7681

PORTLAND 1, OREGON
W7ZIFN (AF7IFN)
Fred A Stocking Jr; Portland

Sgt US Army Signal Corps World War 1
Member AARS, ARRL, MARS

3 LONGVIEW.,
4 WASHINGTON

«Home of the Worlds Largest Sawmills»

TIFV

»
Radio. MG R E........ur sigsRSF. Qe k..
3|97

atusceAM.L] ST

Wa"«er- Routc 1 Box 31

‘ (QSL courtesy W5RG CoIIectlon)
WZ7IFV

Paul H Walker; Longview WA

N é é é KLIPSAN BEACH
P. 0. Ocean Park, Washington

WZ7IHA

namnwﬁ‘%///?ggr/” =) Bare F=28 = ﬁf, PST

\\ BAND /L) PEMTR. /’f,_’jf” iNnPuUT 32
REMARKS ‘%/\"'71_15_:?{_'_?_5 i
\BaE TNX OSL 73 5

A. H.() Gould

(QSL courtesy W5RG Collection)
W7IHA

A H Jay Gould; Ocean Park WA

W7IHI

Kenneth A “Ken"” Caplan; Portland
Member ARTS

PORTLAND 11, OREGON - USA
A708 N.E. 24TH AVENUE
EDWIN H. MARVIN

W7IIA

RADIO W‘QQ6 conFIRMING aso oF /=Y
ar D F5 17 "UR $I1GS RST9 £5. —/ $#41<.
_ tRANS §O7. '?Pwa INPUT : DW _RCVR Gggﬂéf
RKS e ENTOYE Vo SO |
WREMA ;Bé)es HPE Qo /I—&Z\/ Sas, 4

PSE-QSL-TNX 3 d
e £4

W7IIA

Edwin H “Ed"” Marvin; Portland
Member ARRL, CCC, QCWA

;I%z:: mmwm qm@»wmm ﬁm"?ﬁ |
2 - Pyl

5y

} $7'/+!?/(-$'

&'

l% w 1 I l J
§%
§
!

! nd:o\,{/jﬂgrbr,lﬁ&z 3,41‘; m}jfd.MKSng!

€D

Pl 7y
Az’féAI /
Janald P 4

% .
§¥:A¢%‘”@Mﬁ£@k§‘§*m%”%ﬂ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ&x

W7IIJ

Donald “Don” Johnston; Portland
Member ARRL

WY7IIV (Courtesy Find a Grave)
W7II1V

Marvin S Worthley; Portland
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LEe ool ¢ @(’Z/
W7IIX

William E “Bill” Cowling Jr; Portland
Sergeant US Army World War 2
Member ARRL

W71Q0
Patrick A Price; Burton WA
Charter Member WARTS

W7IR]
Harold D Hanson; Roseburg OR
Member OEN

W7IYK

Walter P Greenwood; Coulee Dam WA
Member WARTS

W?7JAS (QST February 1943)

W7IJAS

VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON

RADIO..........cc.ccoccoeeen.. This Confirms Qur QSO of - ooeccrceyvreenen 195

Eda o MG Ur. sigs MC

AN AV R GVR s ANT.

TNX QSL PSE OM. 73 H. Wastradowski

W7]AS

Henry “Hank” Wastradowski;
Vancouver WA

RT1 US Navy World War 2
Member ARRL, President VARC

W7JAZ
William H Gleason; Portland
Member PARC, QCWA
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OREGON

3| 7OUR EUTRREL———

ELY SAFE ¢ e
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' O-R W - - B
-— §
e Mr.DGEl/ o Ao L
A P A 196 7 ot
Kt GVElCe =V Cdowds bt - K7 Fi}=
A ~12g=x _. SRR

W7]IBE (W6TWW)
Bruce F Brown; Clackamas OR
Member OARS

2
TP hete

W?7ICT (K71CT)

Jack W Stanyar; Yakima WA
FCC Monitoring Officer
International Good Music

W71GY

Frank D Matteson; Portland

Sgt Army Air Corps World War 2
Colonial Heights Radio Service
Deputy Sheriff Multnomah County

W7J1G

Russell G “"Russ” Brant; Portland

US Army World War 1

Operated from Portland Fire Station 29
during the flood

Oregon Ship Building - St Johns World
War 2

PORTLAND ¥

W

Rad.aw3lh‘1ﬂ oI O AT SRR S 7 A

On DY TE NESHB__pST. - Receiver #oME. Tetl Sorck
& Transmitter: 6‘6&...: /S ‘)’bt‘ﬁ_ __53904“' o6 DED D/mltfﬂl{
Rema s&:‘.@.&_/_l_’f_fﬂfv ﬂD i&/ 7—1}/ ’Z%feﬂd‘*
Vl‘j\ 87,0511 4709 SW. 35t Dr. /733{355 Star Opr. ':J

..................

W7JJX
Robert G "Bob” Starr; Portland

W7JMY
Dr. Donald R “Don” Laird; Portland

PORTLAND, 3, OCREGON, U. S. A,
4731 N. Williamette Blvd.

Radis b),{RQ _____ wxnunﬂlﬂﬂ fsr d/é‘?’f? “¢7

Ur Sigx RST. 2.8 Band

<+
xR SVG-b bk e FOF7  wu o S, ez
sntonms 821 fF e wevn S LS e
Pre QSL Busk of 73% and DX, O HORGGRRHY

W7IMZ
Robert T “Bob” Murphy; Portland
Member ARRL

_ PORTLAND, OREGON
~ 5 oyt Street
U.S.A- ,; ) 6 L _ sigs w!fd

XMITTER:5 A8 -RKR5 -0 8CL'<PPRECVR.

W 57Tl N

WIALA Print

Remarks Lnioved cont urely hope vie

et hcHor o
WEDEL CO., Inc— 1207 3%, Weltheton Seem Tlle Ham’s Paradise

W7JN (7BA, 7MV)
Clarence L Bischoff; Portland
First licensed 1911

Rnf S'pom QSLI

W7Z7ING
Warren B Carlton Portland
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W73PQ

Theophoulus G “Glenn” Williams;
Portland

v 7
RadioW7g). W Pa(c. 2 S
UtBis P E{QQAE R"f Portland, Ore, LAY M., PET.

Xumittee SOW AT HoxTler . Receiver S= hmedl
Remarks Gld . To.c hew. ﬂ\e “fa? hape eta. RUAGA . enonns
Pse. QSL Tnx. wacoH P Best 73,8 C. DAVIS Op.

W71Q
Carl B Davis; Portland
Member ARRL

W7IRT
Warren E Luse; Portland
S/Sgt US Army World War 2

W7IJRZ
Herbert J Haag; Portland

W7ISK courtesy W7Z1

W7JSK
Clinton B “Jim"” Rhoades Jr; Portland
Purchasing Agent at United Radio

W7JSM
Robert L Warnock; Portland

W73SO from 1955 Tektronix Directory
(Courtesy W7HIS)
W731SO

Gerald S “Jerry” Kraxberger; Vanport
11007 N Lake Ave

Sic (RM) US Navy World War 2
Member TERAC

T Tne 4|'

“Lake Shone Dnive”

KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON
GECRGE F. CONNER

ot the Cine Coi, ;

&M To UR SHACK 2y
WOHTP .

rer 5/7/9% Time E1:06
oare  12/2/46 ren 2oL
Tnx Art fr FB 980 BCNU .A

W73IRU (W7LIC)*

George F Conner; Klamath Falls OR
Member ARRL, KARS, Klamath Area
ARRL Emergency Coordinator

W7IJTK
John McArdle; Portland
Member OEC

W7JWD (W7AMD)
Mr. Leslie F Hay; Battle Ground WA
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 W7IJWJ

HARRY LEWIS
10352 Sandpoint Way N.E.
Seattle, Washington 98125

WESTERN WASHINGTON DX CLUB

ZONE 3 KING COUNTY

CALL DATE utc : MNI | 7—:;" RSY :zt
cw X
(QSL courtesy W81YZ)
W7JWJ]

Harry Lewis; Richland WA

Army Air Corps World War 2

Member ARRL, QCWA, RARC, WARTS
[More information follows in the
Selected Biographies section]

W7JWL
Vincent M Sullivan; Portland
S/Sgt US Army World War 2

§923 5. W. 15th AVE, - < PORTLAND, OREGONSEH21S

W AN

" SEORGE WANH

W7IXN
George E Wann; Vanport
3606 N Victory Blvd

Portland 13, Oregon
»___@@Buéi"d‘d 5. Smm v Boulevard

his confioms oux (SO of "22"/?_ M pST

‘Im igs RS r@ﬁ?ff_.km/u /.z?)‘

Xonte_)3p wa:uaa,//gﬂj‘; %.AM% bnevrre
P OSL 5 Mavie (. Clark

W7KAW
Marie C Clark; Portland
Member ARRL

- v
PORTLAND 8- y

W7

fndio W 6 VKT Contirming our 050 .,o/).iﬁi;l%,‘r.s.‘r. gm.._n_ R71047
Ur. Sige A ETH o Tnc xm. o~ To/~F o7~ 512~ 150 Watks

Rovr. MR IA0 Remarka Wil Toriae .&/\,)J [_M wy{#ﬁzy

o4 Aung Afuhgxwf..gju_hou TSR RN RO
Gther hobby - Coliscting Q.8.L. Cards VY78 Opr.
The inan wedh 2t .l N. E EIHKHAM (Kitk

W7KBX
Norman E Kirkham; Portland

W7KCA
John C Briggs; Goldendale WA

PORTLAND 8. OREGON ~ UBA
2618 8. €. 9HTH AVENUE

-y SBE DEMKE

&

) » ranto ¥ IEGE conPIRMING DUR g0 o8 LALEHL. /Zd!‘f
UR SIG3 ROT. ;’:J,.....ov i Gl e

STTTRR ZAE R s.w WATEA o
PIETHN NE 50X - o grara N‘ra,«f ﬂr?'ré
ast snapus enk ¥ £l qsa Do T Feo, o

P éis 78 S
W7KCF
Joseph W “Joe” Demke; Portland
Civilian Conservation Corps

W7Z7KCL
Verne S Criswell; Portland
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= WTKIX

ANT. :
REMARKS: — 7%

1119 LONG AVE.

(QSL Courtesy W7WLL)
W7KIX
Marvin M “*Mac” McCartney;
Richland WA
Member WARTS

W7KDC circa 1934
“W. DSPAIN WANDALEE DsgX(N

AV W;EY@ W7KDE®

ny #
o T i

DIQwiLuy QS
XMTR: 61 6-807 DBLR-BFR
PSE. QS| BOX 10
W7KDC
Wandalee Dspain; Rupert ID
Faculty member Rupert ID High School
Spouse of W7IEY

OREGON :
PACIFIC WONDERLAND” W7KIC (courtesy gsoc.org)

- y/ W7K3C
K E R Frederick E “Fred” Miller; Portland

l”“ - 73, WOODY

W7KER
Clarence P “Woody” Wood; Portland
Red Cross radio team
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PORTLAND, OREGON

3226 "NIE. 83/ AVE.

W7ZKJIG

RedidS 220300, S sigdosmal T S0 Mdea. % .1

Recéver, HQ-129x; Transmjtter./ZORGA LN, ... Oh..25.MC
P AVSRY ) 73 EARLE ASHE
U Kaas an' Ca2028t0t A /7/"'@‘{ Lot ap, &

W7KJG

Earle Ashe; Portland

Member OARS

W7KJIV

Gerald W Van Kol; Milwaukie OR

W7KKI “(fcou rtesy Ancestry.com)
W7KKI

Dr. Sylvester F “Doc” Williams;
Bremerton WA

Commander US Navy

Member ARAB, ARRL, Charter Member
WARTS

Physician US Navy Hospital, Bremerton
First licensed 1945

b g = _
EUGENE, OREGON

o Aot

R

W7KL
Wallace N “Wink" Wintler; Eugene OR
Member ARRL, QCWA, VRCE

W7KM
Frank Bloss; Portland
US Navy World War 1

W7KNE
Theodore G “Ted” Suomela; Ilwaco WA
US Army World War 2

PORTLAND, OREGON U.S5.A.

o T (43¢ ON 4-kb~¥

B TOwW UR j4 MCat AT
B REPORT: & < v @ 73, o gsL

W
WAS
[

1234 S.E. 4911 AVE. DAVE BARR
WiETY PR

W7KOF
David D “Dave” Barr; Portland
Member ARRL

W7KOM
James L Hay; Portland
EM1c US Navy World War 2
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[ el =
' ° . PORTLAND,OREGON
i AN 5264 N. HARVARD

"«W7KOV

Thanks, Radio &/ 7 Z7 % for fine @50 2t Z2/5 M. £sT

on ; l941Z UR Sigs <5 IST.g#[DRG 'Z me

Transmitter B¢ =770 Soadz, 2 R puive/ AL

kmmm/ﬂ M"I Y QRM J/z{,,g_f_
——

~_Remarks:___ /nx

R Fae QSL Vy 73 [ Tux QSI

ED JOIINSON, Opr.

W7KOV
Edwin W “Ed” Johnson; Portland

5
e
N,
~ o
Th
9
S
°
.
® 3
S
o
s
L !
H 0
‘3:’ & LA MC. r3Ne 81
oy i @0/ 23" W.INPUT RCV >4
lL » ‘"\\ PSE OSL. TNX .. T3 DELBERTL. SHAMPINE

(QSL courtesy cardcow.com)
W7KPK

Delbert L Shampine, Vanport
2204 N Victory Blvd

TEC 5 US Army World War 2

W7KQY
Howard F Wright; Vanport
3510 N Cottonwood St #713

[ A i = - —— - Baes |

5 RadioWZ TP Urde. Sigs Whd Hr At @ FM_P ST,
Ty Aud. R_AXE QS84 4 Qrmdets. Om

RECEIVER
& ¥ ]

TRAI\‘&\’H TTER

Chee
I -&ﬁﬁ-‘emz Tubesd
copov ) Firdal. YVelts
X ZGam N Watis
Ant,
Gt af coitk.
ST Were W Brogtt ¥ o |
e GSLE secuven  aeARalen §h 0 B

- Weard Loonord Viteolon Prodeuces Aw LUised In This Station

W7KR

Harold R Brock; Pendleton OR
RM1c US Navy World War 1
Member ARRL, QCWA, SOWP
First licensed 1923

'v'\’ivu(l.d'oﬂ State Ove  Dax LM_Z_G___ 193:)“ :

W7KRO

Huston H Eckert; Portland

Operated from Portland Fire Station 29
during the flood

W7KSA (Cdurtésy :seapac. org)

1335 N, E. 76TH AVENUE - PORTLAND 16, OREGON

WIKSA

Radlo... 05 Confirming QSO on...ot i 19000 \h-

Ur smﬁs..,‘ 3 Input.. 998 twatts Condx Fair-erradic
SRR Vy 75 end ¥k BAPGrRE%. SYLVESTER.

Clyde A Sylvester; Portland
CTC US Navy World War 2 & Korea
Member ARRL, WVDXC

WZ7KTD (W6MBN)

Harry J Henke; Portland

Private US Army World War 1
Bonneville Power Administration
Owner H & R Radio Supply
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(QSL courtesy W81YZ)
W7KTL

Earl M Ringle; Vancouver WA
Chemist at ALCOA Vancouver plant
Member VARC

VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON

3014 3
ROWLEY AVENUE‘ RADIO STA !3( B !.‘J
: THIS CONFIRMS OUR

L. QS0 ON.20 Fanc

~ (QSL courtesy W8JYZ)
W7KTS

William K “Bill” Ward; Vancouver WA
Veteran US Army

W7KUF ca 1947
W7KUF
Laurence A “Larry” Morin; Portland
Central Catholic High School

W7KUT ca 1948
WZ7KUT (W6KFV)
John O Norback; Portland
Benson High School
Member ARRL

W7KVB

Edward M Davis; Portland
S/Sgt US Army World War 2
Oregon Ship Building Corp
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(Courtesy Oregonlive.com)

W7KWE

Harold ] Sterne; Portland

US Navy World War 2

Civil Air Patrol

Chief Design Engineer Radio Specialty
Manufacturing

Benson High School

W7KWH ca 1950
W7KWH
Alfred F Benz; Portland

W7KXD

Donald D “Don” Kerlee PhD; Portland
Radio Officer US Merchant Marines
World War 2

W7KY (The Oregonian May 31, 1948)

Vanport Pg. 221



‘ hdn&z&f«/ This will YSLZFE it 20, L7 MLEST | I;ONGVIEW WASHINGTON G

19357 Your sips (82 o -on 22, K.C DMLE Route |, Box 132 HOHE.
A L raoio V.4 QE ¥ wkp mr. Jlff #yM G te 107
My riy #2 - £. e’}f»é‘ A 79 ox35_MC. FONE...ZCW, R sYfr _qmu_— wx
Te Frio T35 J‘-\}:&I GILAZL. i e XMTR.PF. ;yﬁ 7. By e RCV'R (;.3/.3..

PSE QSL 73 S @JN O%uhn Banmis

W7KY (7KY)

William D “Broadcast Bill” Allingham; W7KZI

Tigard OR Austin Bennett; Longview WA

Station Manager & Engineer for KBPS Member ARRL, Charter Member LCARA

and W7YK Benson High School
First licensed 1923
Spouse of W7FXE

W7KYV*

Harvey E Gallant; Everett WA
Member ARRL, Cascade Radio Club,
WARTS

W7LAH
Alvin D “Al"” Schwartz; Portland

(Courtesy Ba/'/;é;/dge Is/a%-Rev/ew)
W7KZA
Thomas I “Tom"” Potter Jr; Portland
Design Engineer Swan Island shipyards
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W7LAO (Courtesy Legacy.com)

W7LAO
William “Bill” Siebert Jr; Portland
Engineer at KEX

RL.-& Box 740 S R Saleni, Oregon
l;uﬂm os LW TRW T ¥ Me.€ Whizs Were RS is o
On?-.fi-*f?nt:?wdm PRI A il £ ioe dagp 0sConds . QK

WITLBYV

Push Hr #22-%¢ wak s Pull Hr _.5-¥&
Remarks 7dx £enbermp mis Fibst Wr.Q5Q. Kens éﬂgh
Ciragor saewm = Gash fuck 5 best. af ax.

8L QSLOM 735 BCONU flmuuh_} Ko

W7LBV

Charles E “Chuck” Austin; Salem OR
ARRL life member, BPL, OEN, 75-year
Member of QCWA and past president of
Chapter 108, SARC, SHSARC

[More information follows in the
Selected Biographies section]

W7LAZ ca 1953 (Courtesy VintageTek)
W7LAZ
William J “Bill” Polits; Portland
VP Manufacturing Tektronix
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W7LCL (Courtesy DignityMemorial.com)
W?7LCL

James R “Jim” Tompkins; Vancouver WA

Ensign US Navy World War 2
Captain USNR Swan Island
Engineer Pacific NW Bell Telephone
Michigan Academy of Radio Science

Partland, Onegan, U. 8. A.
i
et Sate s Sl e e et ]
5544 N. Omaha Aoe. Jim Ray
W7LDB

James “Jim” Ray; Portland
Member ARRL

W?Z7LDF

Robert Wallis Evenson; Vanport
10707 N Force Ave

US Army Signal Corps Presidio
Private Oregon Army National Guard

W7LF] ca 1943
W7LF]
Russell Stoddard Kelsey; Portland
US Navy World War 2
Pacific NW Bell Telephone
Deputy Sheriff Multhomah County
Chief Radio Technician KBPS
Benson High School

W7LGV ca 1943

W7LGV

Albert Lee Smith; Vanport

9901 N Denver Ct

S1 US Navy

Corporal US Army WW 2 & Korea
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FORFLAND 3. OREGON
5‘.‘:211,1‘%"2 WALL AVENUE

NILHT

Radio...... MDY, TR R B s 890 :
ON.10 phoneMG AT.. 128 P PR DATE, O3ts 30, 1547
RIG..._BI-8_ . 120 mares. ROVR.....8=4G.  Gacgsh PSE. QSL. TNX

73 STUART noz.mn
Tox Paul for f.v. 480, hpe So work you agn.

W7LHT
Stuart R Boline; Portland

W7LHB (Courtesy Ancestry.com)
W7LHB
Merlin Harvey MacKenzie; Portland
Oregon Shipyards World War 2

W7LI (Courtesy RTTY October 1962)
7118 N. McKerna Ave,, PORTLAND 3, OREGON §

m
Rad a¢7p}k\\ rked /fd?t ‘/n /4“7/ Moegacylees. U were
RFSET G L Sl (NS

ACI¢
4o Wef, i
296G # ?,‘ﬁr
1A Efewes, CM”
Beaur

Gaslpx fa- WSOL G4 v, THURLY AUCHOPE, OFR.
//,z/j 2 2

W7LI
Thurlow Wauchope; Portland
Lt Col US Army

W7LHP ca 2011 (Courtesy K7POF) Member ARRL, PARC, QCWA, WVDXC
W7LHP
Eugene Allen “Gene” Wiseman; Portland W7LIN
US Navy World War 2 Nelson A Maxwell; Portland
Member ARRL
W7LIV

Richard O Burnham; Portland

Vanport Pg. 225



NEIL BALDWIN 06857 N.E. Stanton poRTLAND, OREG.

71

"} C/NZL/ Ur Sags Phone CW
n~«?mc

~ atzz 33 M. :"T.S.T .......... 1852
X Xmtr: Collins 32V2- 120 watts
2 Rcvr: Colling 754 4 El. Beam

;.;Bé:é_ﬁﬂ, Tnx;?u-«/’ g W.A.S.
W7L31)
Neil Baldwin; Portland

W7LIR
Walter J Ernst; Portland

W7LLD*
James A “Jim” Ross Jr; Rupert ID
AETM2c US Navy World War 2

W?Z7LLI (W9BHX)
Eldin W Guthrie; Portland

W7LMC
George N Baldwin; Portland

W7LMF
John A Harrison; Portland

W?7LOU (Courtesy /eee.org)

W7LOU

Dr Robert D “Bob” Hunsucker; Portland

W7LPV
Edgar A Smith; Portland

W7LQJ
Hugh L Leacock; Portland

W7LQS
Glen M Freeman; Portland
US Navy World War 2

623 Sth St. South Pm#nd ()regon
Your Sigs Wka a2/ %/ 25w
n(, ‘oo PG QSS — QRN Qi e e

W7LT

Transmitter YA 2 /@ T G, Recei ~e | Stage Audio
“"‘a"" %7tg qura Quet ol L oyl o QOOm

& 73 ,faémvr ‘

W7LT (7AFL)

John A “Johnny” Peel; Portland
USNR

Member AARS, ARRL, PARC, QCWA,
SOWP

W7LTW
Alan E “Scotty” Hodgson; Portland
Electrician’s Mate US Navy World War 2

Vanport Pg. 226



W7LTY

Ronald A McNeil; Vancouver WA
Member VARC

W?7LVQ (Courtesy National Silent Key Archive)

W7LWD

Christopher J “Chris” Nizic; Portland
US Merchant Marines World War 2

Vanport Pg. 227
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TR EW.

Lewis H “Lew"” Coe Jr; Portland
Lt Commander US Navy
Member OARS

Portland 2, Oregon U. S. A.

4025 S. E. 10th Ave.  Chis J ﬂzic 7

Vanport Extension Center



WZ7LXR (Courtesy /egacy.com)

3136 SW Florida 8i Zip 97219 B-Mail w7lsri@aol.com

aPortland OREGON Multnomah County
W7LXR Rnss & e Fl!llmmr MMCR

3905 CC £Ne

Rigt IC-756PRO
40m 3cl YAGEH @ 75
40M 100 1768 1K # 313
2K #125 3K H#61 4K 446

SK #38 6K #25 TK #20
SK#18

W7LXR

Russell V “Russ” Fillinger; Portland
Member ARRL, TERAC, WVDXC
Provided communications during
Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

A

W7LY
Robert E Thomlinson; Portland

FEeR LAWY 5 DRSS = [ J04 5, ALV SN @1,
SMCAECSE AT WP
774,

pavE

e 569,

TW,stofrt UK 5i%5

| !

W7LYE

RADIC Wivs5  CONFIRMING QSO OF Z-4< =«
AT o M PST UR SIGS 22 7 ON#_MC 7 MC
/\NqurA XMTRs2e-Jo/ 4. RCVR Be- 248 —F

Please 282

wesrY PRINT

(QSL Courtesy W81YZ2)
W7LYE
David E Wright; Portland

Ree RST
557

73, David Whight

Vanport Pg.

W7MBI
William R Brownell Jr.;

Portland
S1 US Coast Guard World War 2
Willamette Shipyards
Jefferson High School

W7MEY
Frank P McKay; Long Beach WA

W7MFS
Dan C Trusty; Vancouver WA

W7MHA*
Edmond A May; Salt Lake City

B

[

|

[Haaie At

| IIII

PO LARE T, $RE.

ARRL
Radio Ur Sigs RST v«
At PST On 5 1940
Pn‘QSL Tnx.  Mark L. Nelsen, Jr.
W 5838 N. Boston Ave.
W7MHK
Mark L Nelson Jr; Portland
Member ARRL
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| WASHINGTON

(courtesy W7DG.org)
WZ7NCW (W7DG)
Lower Columbia Amateur Radio
Association; Longview WA
ARRL affiliated club
[More information follows in The Clubs
section]

K7ZNRA
Electronic Warfare Co 13-14
Walla Walla WA

KZNRO
Electronic Warfare Co 13-2
Centralia WA

P 2 NAVAL l».LLJLLA.LlUN BLDG.
TI 'ELTPO\IIC Wakiralis C
C: ld St

ot . = At

K7NRV
Electronic Warfare Co 13-36
Astoria OR

NAVAL ST{TION ASlOILlA ORL.

W70zC
Howard Douglass; Portland

W7RAO
Charles F Pierce; Seattle WA

W7SSQ (Courtesy National Silent Key Archive)
W7SSQ (W9SSQ)
Stanton P “Stan” Cleary; Bremerton WA
Member ARRL
Bremerton Shipyard

\\\ H\\m \””-’“1/1,

NAVAL RESERVE
TRAINING CENTER

(QSL Courtesy K8CX)
K7USN
Naval Reserve Training Center; Portland
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681 Bast 31 $t. N, Date bevigdirmk
Portland, Ore. o £, PST.

Eiif;%ﬂ s

Receiver

Trpeddii {w&epstﬂ#

XY e Remarks ./ /7 “Lf:’g://{ /ﬁ-/ % 10. L/.E.};;‘;‘%“m,a//”
W7UTM I’ic Q5L Tax. Best: 23,s ROBERT BROWN Op.
Floyd L Hinshaw; Bountiful UT ‘

Member ARRL, RCC W7VT
Robert O “Bob” Brown; Portland
PORTLAND, DREGON LU.S.A. Master Control of CW operations during

the 1948 flood emergency
w 7 v s e

TO w707/ UR/gaMCost ATégs @ ON £~17—sv
REPORT: 57 7 73; DSy

D346 S.W. TEXAS TE%%SEN '

W?Z7VS (7AGK)

Temple V “Temp” Ehmsen; Portland
US Navy, USNR

City of Portland Police Radio Shop
Manager

Member ARRL

Benson High School

First licensed 1922

[More information follows in the
Selected Biographies section]

: A 0 %
- W7WJ (Courtesy Broadcast Weekly) )
Portland, @rFegon, 1.,/
4603 N, E. 28ih AVENT]

nanio W TLK _va_ 7 wc S5, sics. nST%’ﬁwxnﬂg/g_lﬁ_ersr
A 702862 conpx At ANT, /&//lﬁde.
RCVR. BC 3% XMTR. pp 280T 2250 Watte OM. TNX.

&z 7794, (ﬂop 4{' r, /.7,9)73 HAL €. MoCRASKEN

W7WJ (7DZ, 7GK, 7KK)
Hal C McCracken; Portland
Red Cross HQ station

On-air personality at:

= KIR & KPQ — Seattle, WA
= KOIN & KTBR - Portland
= KIBS - San Francisco

= KMED - Medford, OR
Member ARRL, BPL, NEN

First licensed 1920
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s _/””.?’:”?”.’“/5/ o
W7WQ
Marion H Morris; Lake Grove OR

Charter Member WARTS

S

SS Spokane in Alaska
W?72ZK (7FH, 7ZK)
Dr. Vernon ] “Doc” Bird; Vancouver WA
Wireless officer on:
=SS Admiral Dewey (UV)
=SS Senator (GS)
= SS Spokane (GE)
[More information follows in the
Selected Biographies section]

329 In October 1943, Radio Operator Herb Haley
summoned help from a PBY as his ship, the
Tanker Yamhill, was battling a submarine in the
Southwest Pacific. The submarine was driven-

U.S.A.

6236-34 Ave. NVE, §£ﬂff4£’ 9 E’ﬁsﬂ

Ree- 7
0.7 Cou8
(1920)
9:31p 120°

Radio_ M{KG Ur& Sigs qu_EP_.Z _.1.9_421-_._4'{ _____ M, 351k, Mer.
RST_ S22 C.ORM il OsB.sLalf _Band_ /% M
Rig_. £ 1 S Sl 3 o SN M Input_ 5O _____ walls.

u::vr__/:{g_l_‘fﬂ__c'z.. .............. Anlz(l.l.PIl) PIPoLE
S«a's Sune FB -La?f Jm-v 73
Iy e DON EXNER
)4, ‘?A‘J % ur Bogins

AeRAFT
756 QSL ASSOCIATE MEMEER, INST. OF RADIO ENGINEERS .

(QSL Courtesy W5RG Collection)
W72U (1BXY, 2BNF, 2BQM, 8CRU,
8ZU, W8ZU)

Donald W “Don” Exner; Seattle WA
15t LT ROTC Signal Corps at Cornell
First licensed 1920
Member ARRL, IRE, NAWA, OOTC,
QCWA, RCC, RCLI

LARKSPUR, CALIF.

33 HEATHER WAY

73 HERB HALEY

ECWIELY . WobDT

nnnnnnnnnn

WS8CDT* (W6VBY, W7ELX, W9CDT)
Herbert “Herb” H Haley; Springfield OH
Radio Operator US Merchant Marines
World War 2329

Member ARRL, President Southern
California DX Club, Springfield Amateur
Radio Club

KGO commentator, KMED announcer,
WIEL on air personality, chief engineer.

off and the Yamhill was saved. The Yamhill was
a type T-2 tanker built by Kaiser at the Swan
Island Shipyard in 1943.
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W8QGZ (K7AII)

Byron D “By” Richards; Detroit MI
Member ARRL, EEN, QCWA, SARC2,
WVDXC

[More information follows in the
Selected Biographies section]

WO0YOS
Kenneth G McKee Sr.; Seneca KS

KG6AC

Oakley L “Oak” Stockton; Guam
HQ 20th Air Force

Lt Colonel USAF

Member MARS, QCWA, TAPR
[More information follows in the
Selected Biographies section]

KL7ME

Richard Williams; Shemya AK

120%™ Airways and Air Communications
Service (AACS) Squadron
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Legend of Abbreviations:

* - indicates a ham whose record of
participation came from sources
other than the lists published in QST

AARC — Artic Amateur Radio Club

AARS — Army Amateur Radio System

ACARC - Apple City Amateur Radio Club

APCO - Association of Public Safety
Communications Officials -
International

ARAB — Amateur Radio Association of
Bremerton

ARRL — Amateur Radio Relay League

ARTS — American Radio Teletype Society

BIARC — Big Island ARC

BPL — Brass Pounders League

CCC — Civilian Conservation Corps

CPC — Code Proficiency Certificate

EEN — Eye Emergency Net (Amateur
Radio Eyebank Network)

ERC — Enlisted Reserve Corps

FARM — Friendly Amateur Radio Mission
Net

FOC - First Class CW Operators’ Club

GN — Gator Net

GSN — Gem State Network

IRE — Institute of Radio Engineers

KARS — Klamath ARS — W7UAM

LCARA - Lower Columbia Amateur Radio
Association

MERC — Medical Enlisted Reserve Corps

NABET — National Association of
Broadcast Engineers & Technicians

NAWA — National Amateur Wireless
Association

NEN — National Emergency Net

NWVRS — Northwest Vintage Radio
Society

OARS - Oregonian Amateur Radio
Society

OBS - Official Bulletin Station

OEN — Oregon Emergency Network

OOTC - Old Old Timer’s Club

ORS — ARRL Official Relay Station

PARC - Portland Amateur Radio Club

Portland Sevens — FKA Rose City
Amateur Radio Club W7AJW

PGE — Portland General Electric Co

PN — Palmetto Net

PP&L — Pacific Power and Light Co

PPRAC — Pikes Peak Radio Amateur
Association

QCWA — Quarter Century Wireless Assn

RARC - Richland Amateur Radio Club

RCA — Radio Club of America

RCARC — Rose City Amateur Radio Club

RCC — Rag Chewers Club

RCLI — Radio Club of Long Island

SARC — Salem Amateur Radio Club

SARC2 — Silverton Amateur Radio Club

SHSARC — Salem High School ARC

SNARC — Space Needle ARC

SOWP - Society of Wireless Pioneers

TAPR — Tucson Area Packet Radio Corp

TERAC - Tektronix Employees Radio
Amateur Club

UARC - Utah ARC — W7SP (W7LRA)

VARC - Vancouver (Clark County)
Amateur Radio Club (W7AIA)

VRCE - Valley Radio Club of Eugene

VWOA - Veteran Wireless Operators
Association

WARTS — Washington Amateur Radio
Traffic System.

WERS — War Emergency Radio Service

WVDXC — Willamette Valley DX Club

YARC - Yakima ARC (W7AQ)

USE THE
NATIONAL
EMERGENCY
} NET TO ANOID
ey TRAFFIC JAMS
DURING
EMERGENCIES

.j

&g XN
(@ST November, 1948)
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ELECTRONIC' WARFARE & 4
"/0/;.,,\

CO, 13-36

e

PORT DOCK 5
NAVAL STATION, ASTORIA, ORE.

K7NRV Astoria QSL 1949

United States Naval Reserve Stations

Following World War II, the United
States Navy activated the Naval Reserve
program. People interested in
electronics could apply to join an
“Electronics Warfare” group in their
community.

Depending upon the size of the local
group, they might be issued surplus
communications equipment such as a
complete radio station, radio teletype
equipment, radars, and direction-finding
receivers. Testing equipment, tools,
and television kits were supplied to help
with training (and maintain interest).

Naval Reserve stations were given
operating privileges in the military bands
for drilling and official business.
Reservists who were also licensed
amateurs could get special Naval
Reserve call signs to use for amateur
purposes on the ham bands. Electronics
Warfare stations in the Pacific Northwest
were in the Navy’s 13% district.

The Flood Response

During the 1948 flood, several Naval
Reserve stations played key roles in
rendering aid.

K7ZNRO

Roosevelt School

Centralia, Washington
(Electronics Warfare Co. 13-2)

Reservists from EWC 13-2 in Centralia,
Washington, delivered and set up a
power generator at Kelso to provide
lighting for dike work.

The group also provided and set up
radio gear so that the Kelso flood
headquarters could communicate with
dike patrols.

The commanding officer of EWC 13-2
oversaw area communications and
coordinated with area hams during the
emergency.
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W6FDR QSL Oakland, CA 1948

WG6FDR (N12AAX)
Oakland, California
(USNR — 12t Naval District)

WG6FDR, Bradley Hollis, handled the bulk
of East-West emergency
communications and messages for
California.330

[More information follows in the
Selected Biographies section]

K7ZNRA

Veterans Administration Hospital,
Walla Walla, Washington

(EWC 13-14)

K7NRA (Walla Walla) stood by ready to
assist as needed.

K7ZNRV

Recreation Building

Naval Station Astoria, Oregon
(EWC 13-36)

330 QRR...The Dike is Broken pg. 39
331 Volunteer Reservists pg. 16

Under the command of Lt. Richard
Knotts, the EWC deployed to the City of
Clatskanie for two weeks. “...[The] EWC
earned a ‘well done’ from the
Commandant, Thirteenth Naval District,
by handling without interruption all
communications for the lower Columbia
River valley for 14 consecutive days.
These included Army, Navy, and Coast
Guard dispatches, which added up to a
considerable number."331

“This important mission was
accomplished by these volunteers
without pay. The men of the Astoria
Volunteer Composite Unit assisted
throughout the stricken area in building
dikes, ferrying stranded inhabitants, and
aiding in every way possible.”3?

See the Clatskanie section for more
details.

332 jbid
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SWAN ISLAND
PORTLAND, OREGON

NAVAL RESERVE
TRAINING CENTER

K7USN QSL USNR training Center, Swan Island (courtesy of KS8CX)

K7USN

Swan Island Reservists at the Swan Island training
Portland, Oregon center maintained a continuous watch at
Naval Reserve Training Center its ham radio station, KZ7USN.

Swan ls/an Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Training Center, April 1949. (Ackroyd Photography)
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Where noted, images in Appendix 1 were provided courtesy of:

APCO International

CardCow (cardcow.com)

Electric Radio magazine (ermag.com)

Geological Society of the Oregon
Country (gsoc.org)

Bob Green, W81]YZ, QSL Cards From the
Past (oldgslcards.com)

Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers (ieee.org)

Kapiti Coast Museum
(kapiticoastmuseum.org.nz)

George Kirkwood

Don Knotts, W7HIS

North Carolina State University Libraries
(d.lib.ncsu.edu)

The Oregonian (oregonlive.com)

Quarter Century Wireless Association
(QCWA)

QST magazine (ARRL.org)

Don Retzlaff, curator of W5RG Thomas
Russell Gentry website
(W5RG.donretzlaff.com)

Thomas Roscoe, KBCX, Ham Gallery
(hamgallery.com)

SEA-PAC (seapac.org)

Southern Ohio Amateur Radio
Association, W8SOE

Peter Steffes, W8AA QSL Collection

Don Tucker, W7WLL

The YASME News (yasme.org)

Other QSL images are from Dick Howard, K7DVK, and the author’s collection.

Sources used to compile this list acknowledge that the names of other hams involved
with the emergency have been lost to history. We appreciate everyone’s contributions
and regret any omissions. If you have names, stories, photos or QSLs to add, please

contact the author at nvrsdan@gmail.com.
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Appendix 2 — Selected Biographies

Chuck Austin — W7LBV

Dr. Vernon Bird — W7ZK

Edward Conyngham — W7ES]

Al Davis — W7DIS

Mary Davis — W7ENU

Temple Ehmsen — W7VS

Bradley Hollis — W6FDR

Jerry Isenhart — K7ABJ

Tom James

Rodgers Jenkins — W7HSZ

Richard Knotts — W7HIR

Harry Lewis — W7JWJ

Marry Lewis — W7QGP

F. Harold Maiken

Dr. Joe Naemura — W7GXA

Ethyle Kremers-O'Neil (Oregon CAP)
Izumi Oyama

Stan Rand — W7ASF

Byron Richards — W8QGZ

Sparky Sherman — W7EEA (Helen Lessard Sherman)
Eldon Stevens

Oak Stockton — KG6AC

Axel Tyle — W7CIH (Oregon Institute of Technology)
George Wise — W7GBW

Helen Wise — W7RVM

William Young — W7DCJ
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Chuck Austin — W7LBV

The Salem H/'g/; School mateur Ra

! J -
dio Club in 1948. President — Chuck Austin W7LBV (center),

Secretary-Ronald Busey, Treasurer-Ted Roake, and Aavisor-Mr. George Birrell.

"Transmitting from room 28 will be station W7LWU, known also to radio hams as “Love William
Union” or "Long-Winded Uncle.” The club’s call was changed from W7BPN to W7LWU about
1948. (Salem High School Viking Yearbook 1948)

During the week following the loss of
Vanport, 16-year old ham Charles E
“Chuck” Austin was surprised to be
called out of his classes at Salem High
School.

In 1946, Chuck joined the Salem High
Radio & Electronics Club, W7BPN. Using
the club’s Hallicrafters S-20R receiver
and code practice records, Chuck
learned Morse code while he studied
theory for his license. Although he
passed the theory on his first try, it took
a second Greyhound bus ride to the
Portland FCC office to pass the code.
Chuck received his first ticket April 11,
1947. Soon, he joined the Oregon
Emergency Net and began handling
radio traffic.

333 've not been able to determine ham call
signs for Don Shelly or Ray Moore.

It was the school’s radio and electricity
instructor, Carl R Lindstrom, W7KHV,
who came to get Chuck out of class on
June 2", Ham radio operators were
urgently needed to help with the flood
emergency in Portland and he wanted to
know if Chuck was interesting in
volunteering. After getting permission
from Chuck’s parents, they planned a
trip to Portland to help out.

Additionally, Mr. Lindstrom agreed to
lend some of the high school station’s
equipment to the effort.

Besides Chuck, Don Shelly333, an
employee of Will's Music Store, also
offered to go to Portland. Ray Moore,
of Moore Radio Service in Salem, used
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his shop truck to haul the amateurs and
the radio equipment to Portland.

Chuck was assigned to operate W7I1] at
the home of Donald Johnston at 154t
and SE Stark St. In Chuck’s words "It
was the most beautiful station I'd ever
seen.” With a mix of commercial and
home brew equipment, including a 1 KW
amplifier, and a dipole mounted on high
poles, W7II] had a plenty-strong signal.

Even after the community of Vanport
was lost on May 30th, hams remained
on duty, day and night, coordinating
relief efforts, handling communications
in and out of the area, and keeping
watch along the dikes up and down the
river.

Stations operating low-power on 80
meters had little problem being heard
during the day. However, at night, as
long-distance propagation improved,
interference from stations outside the
region became a real problem. Sleeping
days, Chuck’s job was to monitor the
emergency calling frequency during the

334 QST 9/48 pg. 39

overnight hours and, when necessary,
ask the non-emergency stations to
move “QSY” to other frequencies.

As reported in QST magazine, Chuck

and W7FNZ, Milton “Tiny” Marsh, also
provided a “much needed link with the
Oregon Traffic Network,”*34 a CW net.

After several days of operating, Chuck
returned to Salem, although by then
school had let out for the summer. Just
a week later he was back on the air; this
time operating out of a tent on Bald
Mountain for ARRL Field Day with the
team from the Salem Amateur Radio
Club.3%

Chuck was an early member of the
Oregon Emergency Network and
continued participating in net activities
for another year or two after high
school.

Today, Chuck Austin lives in retirement
in Salem although he has never retired
from amateur radio.

335 |ocal Radio Hams Participate in Emergency
Practice Plan
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1940 QSL card from Sa/em High 5ch00/ s radlio club, W7BPN. The station was being operated
by the club’s faculty advisor, "Rosie” Roseman W7DZT. After Rosie’s retirement, Carl
Lindstrom, W7KHV, became the club’s trustee. The school station’s call sign changed from
W7BPN to W7LWU around 1948.

E. D. Roseman, Trustee

«W7DZT»
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Dr. Vernon J “"Doc” Bird (7FH, 7ZK, W7ZK)

i
B

|

)

Vernon Bird in 1919 from his Application for
Seaman’s Certificate of Citizenship
(Courtesy Ancestry.com)

Dr. Vernon ] Bird was born January 14,
1899, in Rio Dell, California. Shortly
after he graduated from Vancouver High
School, he got his first amateur radio
license, 7FH, on July 6, 1917.

As an employee of the Marconi Wireless
Telegraph Co., he began working as a
wireless operator for the Pacific
Steamship Company. In August 1917,
he set sail on the SS Spokane. He also
served aboard the SS Senator, and the
SS Admiral Dewey, traveling up and
down the Pacific Coast and to ports in
the far east.

After several years at sea, Dr. Bird
returned to Vancouver in 1922. In
1927, Dr. Bird graduated from North
Pacific College of Dental Medicine and
began his dental practice.

After an absence from the airwaves, Dr.
Bird was relicensed in 1939 and was
able to regain one of his early calls,
W7ZK. In the 1920’s, calls starting with
Z (7ZK), were reserved for “Special
Amateur Stations.” His commercial
experience qualified him for a Z call in
1922 which carried with it privileges to
operate in the 375 meter commercial
band as well as the 200 meter amateur
band.

Q@ST mentions Dr. Bird’s participation in
the Vanport communications. We
speculate that his commercial CW skills
would have made him a valuable
member of the 80 meter traffic nets.
However, he also enjoyed operating 10
meters mobile, especially in the 1950’s.
So, he may have been part of the
Vanport 10 meter mobile net as well.

Dr. Bird's grandnephew, Mark
Richardson, a long-time Vancouver ham
and NWVRS member, applied for his
current call, WA7ZK, in honor of Dr.
Vernon Bird’s legacy.
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Edward Conyngham - W7ES)]

N PR

W7ES] self-portrait (QST July 1955)

Edward F “Connie” Conyngham was
raised in the Portland area but travelled
the world with the US Navy, retiring at
the rank of Lieutenant. He was born in
1906 and passed in 1972.

Connie’s gift for cartooning resulted in
many commissions for QSL cards33¢ and
his work appeared in QS7, CQ
magazine, and Oregon Ham News.

He was very active in the ARRL and held
many positions. His efforts during the
Vanport emergency earned him one of
several Public Service Certificates.

Locally, he was a member of the
Portland Amateur Radio Club and the
Amateur Radio Association of Bremerton
(Washington).

336 See Helen Wise’s story.

Sources:

Ballantine, Robert R W8SU “Edward F
Conyngham W7ESJ 1905-1970"
oldgsicards.com/w7esj.pdf
FindaGrave.com

“"Meet the SCMs,” QST July, 1955 pg.
72.

W7ES] Greeting Card
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Al Davis - W7DIS and Mary Davis - W7ENU

® i 5 7 52 4 T e & % i
The De Forest Club of U.S. Grant High School, W7FI ca. 1933.

The De Forest Club was open to all with an interest in radio, licensed or not. In this yearbook
photo several licensed members proudly have their QSL cards pinned to their shirts.
We believe that the club’s sponsor, Thomas G. Schuele, W7DXL, is pictured in the front row.
U.S. Grant High School (Portland, OR) Yearbook “Memoirs” January 1934
(Courtesy Genealogical Forum of Oregon).

As the flood approached Portland, Allen
N “Al” Davis, W7DIS, was front and
center as the ARRL’s Emergency
Coordinator.

As the “EC,” Al had roles in:
> planning

> volunteer coordination
> liaison work

Additionally, he actively participated in
day-to-day radio operations.

Likewise, Mary (Bailey) Davis, W7ENU,
was busy helping with emergency
communications and handled radio
traffic.

And, at the time of the emergency, the
Davis’s were already busy with jobs and
raising a young family.

Al and Mary were raised in Portland and
attended U.S. Grant High School. In the
1930’s, the “De Forest Club of Grant
High School,” W7FI, operated a small
ham station in the school’s gym.

While at Grant, Al was licensed as
W7DIS, and Mary was licensed as
W7ENU.

After his 1935 graduation, Al spent the
summer a fire lookout, working at
Lookout Mountain in the Columbia
(Gifford Pinchot) National Forest.

Typical of hams that worked as
lookouts, Al helped pass the time by
working other amateurs. Though he
was only operating with a couple of
watts, the 5,000’ elevation at the
lookout tower helped get his signal out.
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That fall, both Al and Mary moved down
to Corvallis and attended Oregon State
College.

During February 1937, severe rain,
snow, and windstorms cut off all wire
service between Eugene and the Coos
Bay area. For about a week, the towns
near Coos Bay relied on amateur radio
as their only means of communication
with the Willamette Valley. W7EZL, in
Corvallis, was a key station in the 3.5

NOME

vado WERXW J§
RST £ &9 :

XV

e TORTABLE

mc traffic network, and both Al and
Mary served as relief operators.33/

Al and Mary were married in 1937 while
still at OSC. In the summer of 1940,

they announced plans to move to Nome,
Alaska where Al took a Signal Corps job.

Because of the move to the Territory of
Alaska, the Davis’s Oregon call signs
were changed from W7DIS and W7ENU
to K7DIS and K7ENU.338

ALASKA

samh

-

— Tor7iann , ORE,

K7DIS QSL (Courtesy HamGallery.com)

3387 QST 4/37 pg. 57

338 Alaska used “K” call signs until after World
War 1l when the now-familiar KL call signs
began being issued.
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The Arctic Amateur Radio Club was
formed in September 1940, and Al
partnered with them as State Net
Control, handling traffic until amateur
privileges were suspended.

The Davis’s were stationed at Marks
Army Airfield in Nome where Al worked
for the Alaska Communication System
(ACS) as an operator and technician.
Mary handled amateur traffic, operating
K7ENU. As part of the Army Amateur
Radio Service in Alaska, her station also
served as an aircraft early warning
station.33° After amateur privileges
were suspended at the start of the war,
Mary handled traffic for the Civil
Aviation Administration.

After three and a half years in Nome, Al
was sent to the Aleutian Islands. After
the armistice, he was one of the first
twenty men discharged, returning to
Oregon in late 1945.3%0 Al ultimately
achieved the rank of Technician Grade 3
(equivalent to Staff Sergeant).

Other details of Al and Mary'’s volunteer
work during Vanport emergency are
recounted in the main story. Their
report to the ARRL “QRR...the Dike is
Broken” was a key resource in our
efforts to document the role of hams
during the emergency.

Needless to say, the Davis’s remained
active in emergency communications
during the years following the 1948
flood.

They are buried at Willamette National
Cemetery; Mary having passed in 1989
and Al in 2001.

339 CQ-YL pg. 82

340 QST 1/46 pg. 78
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Temple Ehmsen - W7VS

WS ca. 1925

Temple V Ehmsen, W7VS, was born in
Seattle, Washington in 1903. At the
time of the 1948 emergency, he was
chief of Radio Communications at the
Portland Police Bureau. As such, during
the disaster he served dual roles as a
ham and managing police
communications.

Just days after seeing the Fire Bureau’s
Jay W Stevens Disaster Service Unit in
action at Vanport, Mr. Ehmsen wrote
the City Council seeking funding for a
similar unit for the Police. “The
manifold emergency uses are obvious. I
cannot see where it would duplicate the
fire bureau’s disaster work because the

341 Police See Need of Disaster Car

342 Although today the police have specialized
incident response vehicles of the type that
Temple Ehmsen lobbied for, I've been unable to

police have a separate communications
network and disaster problems peculiar
to their organization. Further, in an
emergency such as this flood, both units
would be required.”341342

In addition to his work at the City, and
his amateur activities, Temple Ehmsen
was very active in commercial
broadcasting in the Portland area. “Mr.
Ehmsen helped build KFIF (later KBPS)
at Benson Polytechnic Highschool when
that station signed on in 1923."3%3

When Charlie Austin built the Police
Bureau'’s first radio station, KGPP, he
was assisted by Temple Ehmsen.
KGPP’s first transmitter was constructed
by Portland’s Hallock & Watson and still
exists.

In 1944, Mr. Ehmsen filed for an
experimental FM station, W7XTE. “The
FCC issue a construction permit on
October 30, 1944 but the station was
likely never built — perhaps because of
Ehmsen’s mid-1944 call to active U.S.
Naval duty. The W7XTE license was
cancelled in 1945."3%4

In the late 1940's Mr. Ehmsen was part
of a partnership that founded KGON
(AM) in Jennings Lodge, Oregon.
“KGON was founded by Clackamas
Broadcasters, whose president was Dr.
John Fitzgibbon (W7DNP). He was
joined in the venture by Roy Jarman,

determine whether or not the police received
such a unit in reply to Mr. Ehmsen’s plea.

343 Kramer pg. 234

344 Kramer pg. 203
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owner of Jarman’s Buick and Chevrolet
dealership”% with Temple Ehmsen as
KGON's chief engineer. Though they
requested a broadcast frequency of
1490 kc, they were assigned 1230 kc
due to interference concerns with KOCO
in Salem.

KGON'’s first station was built at a cost
of $50,000 with studios located at the
corner of Jennings Ave and SE
McLoughlin Blvd (Hwy 99E). The station
signed on July 4, 1947. Temple
remained the station’s chief engineer
until 1949.

Finally, Mr. Ehmsen was also apparently
a vintage radio fancier. In 1951, he
entered a KGW-sponsored contest
where the public was invited to enter

345 Kramer pg. 224

old radios ranging from crystal sets to
battery sets and consoles from the
1920’s. Sets were judged on age,
condition, performance, etc. Temple’s
winning entry garnered him a new 1952
radio!346

transmitter and receiving station.
(Courtesy QST February 1934)

346 Kramer pg. 198
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William B “"Bradley” Hollis - W6FDR

William B “Bradley” Hollis was born on
January 24, 1903 in San Antonio, Texas.
He learned telegraphy as a youth and
was hired as a professional telegrapher
prior to joining the service near the end
of World War 1.

Bradley served in various branches of
the military throughout his life. From
October 2, 1922 to October 1, 1925, he
served with the US Marine Corps as a
radio operator. During his Marine
enlistment, he was stationed at the US
Embassay in Peking (Beijing) China as a
member of “The North China Marines.”

CorporréI»BradIey Hollis at the US Embassy radio station in Peking, China ca. 1923
(Courtesy Les Hollis)

Vanport Pg. 249



Following his enlistment, Bradley served
four more years with the Marines Fleet
Reserve.3*” He was honorably
discharged October 1, 1929.

On September 20, 1931, Bradley
enlisted with the Texas National Guard
at Houston and was attached to the
111t Observation Squadron. Again he
served as a radio operator. Sergeant
Hollis was honorably discharged on
December 4, 1935.

Prior to serving with the US Navy in
World War 2, Bradley was employed by
the Southwestern Bell Telephone
Company in Houston as a construction
foreman.

As a member of the Army Amateur
Radio System (MARS), he received the
Marconi Memorial Award in 1941 for his
prowess with Morse Code. “Mr. Hollis
recorded radio telegraph signals at the
rate of 65 words per minute, besting
more than 800 other Army amateur
radio operators...."348

347 The Fleet Marine Corps Reserve was
established to provide an available reserve of
former members of the Marines who could be
used without further training to fill billets
requiring experienced personnel in the first

Bradley Hollis’s Marconi Trophy. The
inscription reads:
Marconi Memorial
Award
Presented to
W B Hollis
WS5FDR-WLIR3%
Winner
1941 AARS Code
Proficiency Contest
65 WPM

May 20, 1941
(Courtesy QST July 1941)

Bradley served with the US Naval
Reserve during World War 2 and
became an Aviaton Chief Radioman.
After training at the Pensacola Naval Air
Station, he received orders on March 18,

stages of mobilization during an emergency or in
time of war.

348 Hollis Receives Award pg. 14

349 As the AARS net control station for his area,
Mr. Hollis used the call “WLJR” following his own
call sign.
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1943 tranferring him to NAS Norfolk.
There he became part of the initial
aviation unit for newly-completed
battleship USS New Jersey.3*® Through
the war, Mr. Hollis saw service at
various posts, including the Pacific
Theater, but sources appear to differ as
to the details.

Bradley Hollis was discharged honorably
from the Navy in November, 1945 after
which he settled in Oakland, California.

While in Oakland, he again worked as a
construction foreman for the telephone
company and was a member of the
Naval Reserve. Mr. Hollis’s "Texas” ham
call (W5FDR) was changed to W6FDR,
consistent with his new location in
California.

@his is to Tertify v

Amateur Radio Station...... WOFDR

William. B.

It was from Oakland that he participated
in the communication network during
the 1948 flooding emergency. The
ARRL acknowledged his service with the
certificate pictured below.

Mr. Hollis passed August 6, 1950.

Sources:

“China Marines.” Wikipedia

Dept of Defense, “Initial Entitlement /
Fleet Reserve / Fleet Marine Corps
Reserve” September, 2009.

Hollis Family emails 2024.

“Hollis Receives Award,”
Communications July, 1941 pg. 14.

“USS Cabot (CVL-28)" Wikipedia.

“Vought OS2U Kingfisher” Wikipedia.

“William B Hollis, W6FDR,” QST
November, 1950 pg. 106.

The Amprtran ﬂ(ahm i.'{plag Lreague, Zlnr.

COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT—WEST HARTFORD, CONN., U.S.A.

Public Service Certificate

Hollis . s T e Gy L

...has been issued this award in consideration of meriiorious work

[ = 2 A 2 2 1 o
in connection with. Emergency.Communication During the Columbia River Flood

Emergency.of. May .and June, 1948,"

This certificate is given to this individual amateur operator in recognition of his contribution to the service record of
the amateur. (1) Special work in effecting communication in emergencies of all kinds, (2) organized co-operation with public
or private agencies maintaining contacts or handling dispaiches, (3) regular assistance rendered through the medium of amateur
radio siations and operators, (4) lwo-way communication with rxpsdzlum.\‘, and/or (5) noteworthy achievement in receiving
and reporting information of value, each constitute a recognized public service by the radio amateur, made by him without hope

or expectation of material reward.

:z‘?/{:f—’

ARRL Public Service Certificéte iSsued to hams who assisted during the emergency.
(Courtesy of Les Hollis)

350 The aft deck of the USS New Jersey was
initially outfitted with a pair of catapults for
launching observation planes and a plane

retrieval crane. She carried OS2U Kingfisher
float planes with a two-person crew — a pilot and
a radio operator/gunner.
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A Second Cup of Coffee with Jerry Isenhart — K7ZABJ351

Jerry Isenhart was just a youngster shop and I was often my father's

when Wenatchee flooded. Nonetheless, shadow.

the events at KPQ lead to his career in

communication and a lifetime spent in In 1957, when I was 13, I became a

radio broadcasting and community licensed ham radio operator (K7ABJ)

service. With a nod to Jerry’s “Second along with my dad and brother (ABH

Cup of Coffee” radio interview program, and ABI). Eventually my career in

here is his story. commercial broadcasting drew me away
from ham radio (although I have

Cos I * ; 98 allowed our local ham club free use of

& : our mountain top buildings etc. for 2

.

.
»
R
»

meter repeaters).

Jerry Isenhart, the new owner of KOZI
in March, 1970.

f

How did you get interested with |

radio? 1950's-vintage neon KPQ sign
(Courtesy Christin P -

My dad, Don Isenhart, was close friends TheNorthwestPast)

with Jim Wallace of KPQ. In 1948, the

KPQ studios were located at the foot of What was your first job in

2nd Street in a long narrow building. broadcasting?

My dad was operating Isenhart

Furniture nearby at 2nd and Wenatchee While a 2" year student at Wenatchee

Ave. So, Dad and Jim spent more than Valley College, I turned out for football

one evening sharing stories and talking and suffered a concussion. I was so

351 The title, “A Second Cup of Coffee,” was chosen to pay tribute to an hour-long public interest radio
show that aired on KOZI. The live program featured guests from the Chelan community and had an
open line for people to call and pose questions. Jerry Isenhart recalled, “"We were the new kids in
town...so we could ask anything.” (From Our Heritage).
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disappointed as I had trained hard to
make the team. So, I went to KPQ and
offered to go with their sportscaster as
his engineer just so I could be part of
the team.

KPQ hired me and put me on as a board
operator on Friday nights, Saturday
afternoons and all-day Sunday. I lived
at the station as a “button pusher” (they
were fully automated).

One of my tasks was to start the
station’s big diesel generator in the KPQ
building on Mission St. I was to start it
up and let it run for 15 minutes every
week.”

The 5 St railroad underpass is
impassable, May 1948.
(Courtesy BigBendRailroadHistory)

What do you recall about KPQ and
the flood of 1948?

I remember riding with my dad down
5th Street to the railroad overpass
where we had to stop because of the
high water. The same thing happened
at the foot of Orondo Avenue.

I heard Jim Wallace Sr talk from time to
time about the role that KPQ played in
the 1948 flood — and the generator at

the studio in 1963 was a carry-over of
what he had learned. The entire region,
from Pasco and Yakima to the Canadian
border, listened to KPQ during the flood
of '48.

My dad also shared stories about KPQ's
role in 1948.

Many years later, as the owner of KOZI
AM 1230 in Chelan, I got to know
George Frese (Consulting Engineer) who
had been involved in keeping KPQ on
the air during the flood in 48.

George shared stories of keeping the AM
transmitter on the air during the flood.
Somehow, I think Don Peltz was also
involved in some of the ‘48 activities.

As I recall they kept the transmitter
building floating by attaching
government surplus rafts to it.

I always assumed that my dad, who
served in the Navy in WWII as a Surplus
Disposal officer, knew exactly where to
call to get those rafts to Wenatchee —
and that my dad had something to do
with them.

I recall from the few times I was in the
transmitter building many years later,
the transmitter was pretty much a Jim
Wallace / George Frese fabrication with
transformers, capacitors, and tuning
coils etc. all exposed! Later Jim gave up
on that transmitter, I'm sure, but he had
kept the station on the air for 20 years
or more because of his technical skills.
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Tell us about your experiences at
Washington State University

I transferred to Pullman in the fall of
1965 with plans to pursue a degree in
Electrical Engineering. But after meeting
Robert Mott, Chairman of the Dept of
Communications, my plans changed I
graduated 2 years later with a BA in
Communications.

At WSU, I became a very active member
of the closely-knit group of students
who have since become known as the
“Mott Squad.” I joined Sigma Delta
Chi3>2 and was Vice President of the
Pullman chapter of Alpha Epsilon Rho.3>3

As Vice President of Alpha Epsilon Rho, I
was the Master of Ceremonies of the
1967 Murrow Awards Banquet.

My education at WSU included news
assignments to cover Pullman City Hall
and news events at Colfax and Moscow,
Idaho.

While attending classes at WSU, I was
also working for three commercial radio
stations in the Palouse, and KPQ when I
returned to Wenatchee for holidays and
vacations.

I was the host of KWSU AM’s morning
show, the “Coffee Pot Parade,” and the
host of the Noon News, as well.

In my senior year I was appointed
station manager of KUGR, the campus
carrier station.

352 Sigma Delta Chi is an honorary journalism
fraternity

WSC alumnus Edward R Murrow
returning to speak in 1942.

Murrow enrolled at WSC in1926 and
participated in one of the very few radio
broadcasting courses offed at the time.
His 35-year career with CBS radio and
television included broadcasting from
Europe during World War 2. He flew on
25 Allied combat missions, providing
reports from the planes. His offices in
London were bombed-out three
different times during the Blitz.
Throughout it all, Murrow maintained his
trademark sparce and grave delivery
and his calm demeaner. He is credited
with having an unparalleled influence in
broadcast journalism.

In his memory, WSU presents Murrow
Awards to outstanding journalists.
(Courtesy Washington State University —
was.ude/125/courage)

353 Alpha Epsilon Rho is a scholastic honor
society recognizing academic achievement
among students in the field of electronic media.
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How did you come to own your
own radio station?

After graduating from WSU, I joined
Bellingham-based broadcast automation
leader IGM (International Good Music)
as a field engineer and traveled the
United States installing and training
organizations on the implementation of
broadcast automation equipment in
stations big and small. I think of my
time at IGM as “paid graduate school.”
While there I made friends with many
owners, general managers, sales
managers, program directors, and chief
engineers, at some of the biggest and
best broadcast companies across the
nation.

In 1969, the owner of the KOZI AM
(Chelan) station approached me about
buying the station. The seller said he
had followed my achievements at WSU
(as publicized by the WSU Student
Hometown News Service), and believed
that my education and professional skills
would make me a successful owner.

I was just 25 years old when I became
the owner and general manager of
North Central Broadcasting Co and KOZI
Radio. I built a radio station, modeled
in many ways, after my vision of KPQ.

[Over the course of his 30 years in
commercial broadcasting, Jerry
expanded his company to include KOZI
FM, acquired KULE AM-FM in Ephrata,
and built KOHO-FM in Leavenworth.]

KOZI's "Helicopter Santa" calling on
homes in the community of Manson, WA
December 1983 (Courtesy YouTube)

It seems like your successful career
in radio was accompanied by no
small amount of service to your
community.

Yes, for 30 years KOZI made our mark
by covering the news of the region. The
impact that KPQ's treatment of the flood
of 1948 and their subsequent role for
the next 15 years, must have
penetrated my mind.

In 1994, KOZI played precisely the same
role for the massive forest fires that
ravaged North Central Washington.
KOZI broadcasted 24 hours-a-day for
nearly two weeks advising listeners in
the region of the minute-by-minute
status of the worst firestorm to invade
the region in decades. All scheduled
advertisements during the period were
set aside and, with the consent of
understanding sponsors, credits were
issued for later use.

After moving to Chelan, I joined various
civic groups to get to know the
community. Eventually I was elected to
the school board, became a two-term
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Chelan City Councilman, and served a
term as Mayor.

Margin from a side business selling Icom
radios, afforded us a phenomenal
mobile news unit for KOZI. All of my
broadcast employees carried handheld
radios and had 25-watt mobiles in their
cars. We also provided radios with the
KOZI new frequency for the county
sheriff’s and city police vehicles, school
busses, rural delivery mail carriers, and
the passenger boat that travels on Lake
Chelan. When there was news in our
area, we had it on the air instantly. Our
listeners loved it!

The WSU Hall of Fame

For his contributions to journalism and
the community, in 2019, Jerry Isenhart
was honored with the Hall of Fame

Achievement Award from the Edward R
Murrow College of Communication at
Washington State University.

Sources:
Isenhart, Jerry emails spring 2022
Isenhart, Jerry phone interview spring
2022
Murrow.wsu.edu/jerry-isenhart/
Remembering Manson’s 1983 Helicopter
Santa — Chelan Cams
Woods, Rufus “Jerry Isenhart has
Historic KOZI Recordings He Wants to
Make Public”
https://artofcommunityncw.com/2021/1
0/21/jerry-isenhart-wants-to-make-
public-historical-kozi-recordings/
October 30, 2021.

Jerry Isenhart at KOZI
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Tom James

- Tom James

Equipment Kngi-
neer

Tom James, KPOJ Ec}wpment Engineer,
1948 (Meet the KPOJ Staff)

Thomas “Tom” James, a Northwest
Vintage Radio Society (NWVRS) charter
member and past president, was hired
by KALE in 1944 as their equipment
engineer. Tom stayed with KALE/KPOJ
until 1969.

Tom was born in Riverside, Washington,
in 1911. He and his wife Dorothy joined

the NWVRS in 1975 after seeing an
article in 7he Oregonian and being
invited by Pete Young.

Dorothy was active in the NWVRS Power
Supply (women'’s auxiliary) and also
served as a board member of Oregon
City’s Buena Vista Club, which ensured
the Society’s access the Buena Vista
Club House where we held meetings for
our first 15 years.

Readers of the NWVRS Cal/ Letter from
the 1970’s and early 1980's will surely
remember Tom'’s regular column
“Atomospherica” that featured his old
radio-themed poetry.

As an example of Tom’s ingenuity and
sense of humor, a shelf near the door to
his workshop held a horn speaker that
played permanently. The secret? Tom
built a tiny crystal set tuned to one of
the local stations and placed it in the
horn speaker’s base. The only external
evidence was a single antenna wire.

Tom James, known by many as “our
friendliest member,” died in 1984.
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Rodgers Jenkins — W7HSZ354

Rodgers Jenkins at Tektronix
(Courtesy George Kirkwood)

Rodgers Jenkins first exposure to radio
came during the early 1930's at his
father Byron’s radio store at the corner
of SW 2" and Morrison in downtown
Portland. During the lean depression
years, hams building their own stations
were regular customers for used tubes
and parts, often salvaged from obsolete
trade-ins.

By the time Mr. Jenkins began attending
Benson High School, ham radio was his
main hobby. After graduation, he
worked at KGW'’s Denver Avenue
transmitter site doing monitoring and
maintenance.

During World War II, the Navy sent Mr.
Jenkins to Hawaii where he spent two
years at Pearl Harbor repairing
electronics on ships of all sizes.

Following the war, he resumed working
at KGW'’s Vanport transmitter. And,
after the flood waters subsided, he took
part in clearing out the mud and water
that had filled the transmitting building.

After leaving KGW, Rodgers Jenkins was
an early Tektronix hire, working at their
location at 7t and SE Hawthorne.

In 1958, he turned an interest in
electronic organs into a new business,
Rodgers Organs. Rodgers Organs sold
home, church, and theater organs,
including a special deluxe model for
Portland’s Veterans Memorial Coliseum
when it was built in 1960.

After selling Rodgers Organs, he
founded Rodgers Marine Electronics,
catering to the needs of area boaters.

Rodgers Jenkins passed away on April
12, 2023 at the age of 99.

354 Biographical material on Rodgers Jenkins from “Rodgers Marine Electronics Celebrates 40 Years of

Service” by Tim Jenkins.
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Richard Knotts — W7HJR

: . oo
Lieutenant Richard Knotts (Courtesy Don Knotts)

Richard B “Dick” Knotts was born in
Albany, OR on February 18, 1912. His
wife, Barbara Ackerman, was born in
Albany on November 22, 1921 and grew
up on a farm north of Corvallis. The
two were married on December 26,
1939.

355 The US Navy created the Argus program in
October, 1942. The intent of the program was to
train elite amphibious combat teams able to land
in potentially hostile territory and rapidly deploy
radar and radio communications equipment to
allow for the interception and prevention of
enemy air and surface attacks on allied Pacific
bases. Training included classes covering radar
plots, radio operation, and the study of type 588,
270, and ASE radars.

Once a foothold had been established on an
island, a section of the Argus unit would go
ashore carrying radios and portable radars.
Once in operation, the Argus unit could take
over parts of the fighter direction role from the
destroyers and take the lead in detecting and
warning of approaching enemy air and surface
attacks. Eventually, the rest of the Argus unit

Mr. Knotts entered the US Navy in
November 1942 and attended Bowdoin
College (Brunswick, ME) and MIT for
training in radar engineering.

In 1943, following his radar training, Lt.
Knotts went to Los Alamitos, CA and
joined Argus3>> Unit 27.3°¢ In October,
1944 he was transferred to NAAS3>/
North Bend, OR.

In June 1945 he moved to Fort Stevens
near the mouth of the Columbia River.
While there he was in charge of a unit
using type SCR 527 radar.3>8

SCR 527 medium-range early warning and
ground-intercept radar on Iwo Jima March,1945.
(Signal Corps photo)

came ashore with long-range type 270 radars,
fighter direction type 527 radar, and surface
search radars. The unit was also responsible for
setting up the combat information center, the
radio tent and telephone lines and for
establishing a liaison with anti-aircraft batteries,
PT Boat squadrons and other groups. On April
23rd, 1943, Argus Unit 1 consisting of 20 officers
and 94 enlisted, shipped out of Port Hueneme
for combat duty in the South Pacific. (Wikipedia
United States Argus Units).

356 The early Argus units were shipped overseas
and saw combat. Sometime in1944 the Argus
units not yet deployed were disbanded and the
personnel and equipment were disbursed.

357 Naval Auxiliary Air Station

358 Don Knotts
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Unlike other radars at the site that were
used for aiming the fort’s coastal
artillery, the SCR-527 radar provided
early warning of threats to the region’s
high-value targets such as the aluminum
plants, the shipyards, and the Hanford
project.

Following the war, the Knotts family
settled in Warrenton where Dick
operated the Columbia Hardware Store.
Shortly thereafter, Dick was asked to
become the Superintendent of
Warrenton'’s school system where he
served for decades. Comments from
former students and staff indicate that
he was a very popular administrator and
teacher.

Super/ntenden Richard Knotts and Sharon
Carrington ca. 1952
(Courtesy Memories of Warrenton Facebook

page)

Dick remained active in the US Naval
Reserve and was the commanding
officer of the unit in Astoria. During the
1948 flood, his unit volunteered to set
up emergency radio communications for
the community of Clatskanie and the
Navy recognized his successful mission
with a special commendation, shown on
the following page. Electronic Warfare

359 See Appendix 4 for more information on
these radios.

Company 13-36 traveled from Tongue
Point to Clatskanie on May 315t and had
a mobile radio station on the air by 6
that evening. During the next two
weeks, they handled over 325 official
messages. Additionally, they
maintained contact with the Naval
Reserve Armory in Portland, Navy radio
in Seattle and Tongue Point, and also
mobile army units operating in the dike
area at Clatskanie.

Dick held the special Naval Reserve ham
call sign K7/NRV (assigned to the Astoria
Naval Reserve) until the mid-1950’s. In
February 1957, Dick and Don Knotts
were assigned consecutive ham call
signs (W7HJR, W7HJS). Dick resigned
from the Naval Reserve in the mid-
1950’s. Don enlisted in the Naval
Reserve in 1958 while still in junior high
school.

Don recalls that the Reserve Unit at
Astoria had TDE and TDQ transmitters
from World War 2 that were not in
regular use.3*® The Reserve used other
equipment when they checked in with
Seattle during their meetings. There
was also a “huge radar unit locked in a
room on the bottom floor that no one
ever entered."360

Dick Knotts passed away June 11, 1987
and was buried in Astoria.

Dick & Barbara’s son, Don Knotts,
provided key information for this
feature. Don is a retired Tektronix
employee and a charter member of the
Northwest Vintage Radio Society.

360 Don Knotts
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Commenadaation for Electronic Warfare Company 13-36 for their actions at Clatskanie.
(Courtesy Don Knotts)
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Harry Lewis — W7JWJ and Mary Lewis — W7QGP

- W7IWJ

HARRY LEWIS
10352 Sandpoint Way N.E.
Seattle, Washington 98125

WESTERN WASHINGTON DX CLUB

ZONE 3

CALL DATE UTC v | MNZ | 2-WAY | RsT

131

cw

Harry Lewis QSL card (Courtesy W8JYZ)

Handling Traffic — Harry Lewis'’s
Story

Harry Lewis was born in Oliver BC,
Canada, and grew up in Coeur d’Alene
ID. He was first licensed in 1941.

After contracting polio during high
school, Harry spent his down time
honing his skills sending and receiving
Morse Code. Following his recovery, he
got a job as a telegrapher in San
Francisco. With the ability to copy
Morse Code in speeds exceeding 60
WPM, he won dozens of Morse Code
speed contests.

After serving in the US Army Air Corps
as a flying radio operator, Harry Lewis
settled in Richland, Washington and
began getting on the air.

While in Richland, he met and married
Mary Smith, a native of Kennewick.

Harry Lewis served as Chief of
Communications for the Security
Department of the Atomic Energy
Commission, operators of the nearby
Hanford facility.

KING COUNTY
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X

-
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o ot \

Mary Lewis QSL card (Courtesy W8JIYZ)

He was active in the ARRL and held
many positions including Western
Washington Section Manager from
1991-2003, ARRL Technical Coordinator,
Official Emergency Station, and an
Official Bulletin Station. As an ARRL
Registered Instructor, he taught
amateur radio evening classes —
mentoring countless new hams.

In addition to working in radio and TV
broadcasting, Harry taught electronics
and ran a repair shop.

During the 1948 flood, Harry Lewis
handled over 1,500 messages from
sources in the Tri-Cities.

Vanport Pg. 262



Special Delivery — Mary & Diana
Lewis

In June 1948, Mary Lewis (future
W7QGP) was expecting the couple’s first
child.

Although she had plans to deliver at
Kadlec Hospital in Richland, the roads
were impassable because of the
flooding; the main street of Kennewick
was under three feet of water.

“Sirens screamed as a National Guard
truck with police escort pulled up to the
loading bay of Our Lady of Lourdes
Hospital.”361 “Attendants believing the
sirens heralded arrival of an emergency
case, rushed out. They looked in the
back of the truck and searched high and
low for the patient. Confusion reigned.”

Mary, who had already walked into the
hospital under her own power, was
surprised to learn later, that she was the
cause of the kerfuffle. “She had merely
obtained a ride in the truck in order to
get to Pasco to have a baby.” On the
morning of June 11%, Diana Lewis
(future K7ETY) was born.

Mary Elizbeth Smith grew up in
Kennewick, WA and married Harry Lewis
October 27, 1946.

After becoming a licensed ham
(W7QGP), Mary took an active role in
the ARRL serving on the ARRL Board of
Directors and in numerous other
positions. She was also a member of
Society of Broadcast Engineers.

361 All quotes from “WARTS is Recognized.”
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Harold Maiken

ot

-

; k 3 N . . S - 2 “ -
Searching through flood debris. (Medford Mail Tribune June 1, 1948)
Before filling in the gap in the Denver Francis Harold Maiken, of Vernonia
Avenue fill and patching the road, (1912-1991), was a longtime
officials hired Harold Maiken to commercial diver who owned and
thoroughly search the area. operated Commercial Divers in Portland

from 1937 until his retirement in 1966.
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Harold was a pioneer in the use of
underwater cameras and developed an
innovative system for underwater
closed-circuit television which he used
to inspect structures such as dams and
bridges as well as in many salvage and
rescue operations."362

Mr. Maiken reported finding auto parts,
hundreds of household appliances,
many dishes, and a great amount of
clothing on his dives, but no victims.

Mr. Maiken theorized that houses
passing through the narrow gap in the
fill broke up and shed their contents in
the channel.

Workers on an Army Corps of Engineers barge use a winch to raise the 3,000-pound safe from
the Vanport post office. Salvage diver Harold Maiken, fourth from the left, located the safe in
twenty feet of dark, murky water. The safe was hauled to Portland’s main post office where the
contents, including an estimated $60,000 in Vanport people’s savings, were returned to
survivors. (Frank Sterrett photo)

362 Treasures from the Vault: F. Harold Maiken’s
Diving Suit
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Dr. Joe Naemura - W7GXA (W7CG)

3

QRG_z4 MC CW-EONE

/SO W ANT£ A D

PORTLAND, OREGON Dear OM: SF D m
me oI

16320 5. E. Division St. Your first QSL card fof this QSO

ARRL - RSGB and this station were }JSH;}’,‘ the2

<7 disastrous Vanport flood of9 %% o

: 23 ; R - K=Y

RADIO L4 fAK. RST - Very luckily my log bpoks §vere’

Jucy 6 1946 (205" GMT-PST had been going to college ¢h P'Ecio

Roveo/@ 124 XMTR ~ PRrooth
. ; o Zé—'
Po ¢ &- | would appreciate arjother car

with me at another town wierg £

a small portable station} AR =+

-~

Dx__ 4 74 g

UR QSL would be

greatly appreciated.

JOE NAEMURA

from you so that | might get my
DXCC and WAZ certifidates.

Thanks and 73.

L

Note the special message regarding Vanport
on the reverse side of W7GXA’s circa 1950 QSL.

A

Obverse side of Joe’s circa 1950 QSL card,

Sakaju and Seki (Katayama) Naemu
were living in the Montavilla

neighborhood of southeast Portland
1920 when Shigeru (Joe) was born.

ra 1936. Following his graduation from
Gresham High School, Joe enrolled at
in Oregon State College and completed

two years of engineering classes.

In 1930, the family moved to a farm in As a youngster he developed a love for

Pleasant Valley, south of Gresham.
Accordingly, Joe transferred from
Russellville to Pleasant Valley Grade

baseball, playing on leagues in east
county. And he was a life-long Mariners
fan, seldom missing a chance to watch

School. The family moved to Fairview in or listen to a game.
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Joe became interested in radio at a
young age got his first ham license,
W7GXA, before the war. He joined the
Merchant Marines and worked
commercially as a ship’s radio officer
before and after World War 2.

As he used to tell the story, Joe's ship
was nearing Panama when they
received word that Pearl Harbor had
been attacked. The captain directed Joe
to remain in the radio cabin and had the
windows covered. Rethinking his
decision, the captain released Joe (his
only radio operator) and let him
continue with his assigned duties until
they reached San Diego. Once there,
Joe went ashore and took a bus back to
Portland.

Joe enlisted in the US Army on February
24, 1942. During basic training, Joe
was diagnosed with tuberculosis and
was sent to the army hospital in Walla
Walla where he spent many months in
isolation and recovering.

363 Now the Portland Expo Center and, in 1959,
the site of the Oregon Centennial Exposition.

After the issuance of Executive Order
9066 in the spring of 1942, Joe’s
parents and younger siblings were sent
to the Portland Assembly Center at the
Pacific Livestock Center363 just north of
Vanport. After spending a hot,
uncomfortable summer confined to
livestock pens at the assembly center,
the family travelled by train to the
Minidoka Relocation Center near Hunt,
Idaho.

Put, Roy Navmura

Following his graduation from Nyssa
high school, Joe’s younger brother Roy
volunteered for the Army. He was
inducted on August 25, 1944 and was
sent to fight in Europe as part of the
highly-decorated 442" Infantry
Regiment. Private Roy Naemura was
killed in Italy on April 15, 1945, less
than a month before victory was
declared in Europe.

After returning from internment, Joe's
family found an apartment at Vanport,
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one of the few Portland-area housing
options open to Japanese Oregonians at
the time.

Joe’s mother, Seki, was at home in
Vanport on Memorial Day, 1948. Having
just moments to escape, she placed
Roy’s posthumously-awarded Silver Star
and Purple Heart medals and his coffin
flag in the family’s bag from the
internment camp and climbed over the
dike.

When the flood struck, Joe was away

attending school at Oregon State
College working on his medical degree.

5BDXCC

Despite the perils faced by his family at
Vanport, Joe got on the air with his low-
power station at school and assisted
with emergency radio traffic for which
he was recognized in QS7 magazine.

Joe finished his medical education at the
University of Oregon School of Medicine
in June 1957. Dr. Naemura made his
career in Portland as an
anesthesiologist.

He continued to enjoy electronics and
ham radio throughout his life.

X JOE NAEMURA, M.D. of DXCC HR
12235 Ros,e Parkway, Portland; Oreg 97230

RADIO __ CONFIRMING QSO
2X MODE QSL
‘F M Y[MHZ uTc [RST cw PSE
SSB TNX
) Tk ILLAMETTE VAI.LfYWIJX CLUB (
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Ethyle Kremers-O'Neil

Fourteen-year-old Ethyle Kremers was
amongst the first of her peers at
Portland’s Jefferson High School to join
the Civil Air Patrol. The U.S. had just
entered World War 2 and she was
determined to do her part. The Cadet
rapidly rose through the ranks and had
achieved the rank of Master Sergeant
when the photo above was taken in
1949.

The CAP arrived at the Vanport site just
as the dike broke. Instead of working
to evacuate Faloma as originally
planned, the cadets were sent to
Vanport and assisted the refugees
there. Sgt Kremers is credited with
saving a 15-month-old baby and
assisting four other children to escape.
The CAP recognized her heroism with its

CAP Master Sergeant E/7 vle Kremers receives the Distinguished Service Award from Capt. Billie
R Wise USAF (left) and Lt Col. Les Austin, Oregon Wing commander. (October, 1949)

Distinguished Service Award for
Heroism, the highest award available in
CAP.

In 1949, Ethyle joined the Air Force and
served as a lab technician during the
Korean Conflict. After four years she
left the service at the rank of Airman
First Class.

Ethyle rejoined the CAP in 1976 and
enjoyed another 30 years of service
which included commanding the Oregon
City Squadron. She loved teaching
cadets about Search and Rescue,
Aerospace Education, and Cadet
Leadership. Lt. Colonel Ethyle O'neil
received her Lifetime Service Award on
May 14, 2005.
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Jistinguished Service Award

Baow all men by these presents that

Master Sergsenit Ethyle T. Evemers

iz hereby awarded the Distingnished
Service Amard for exceptionz! meritrians
service in a duty of great responsibility

during the period _s7weriotg 1o _1 gume 100 .

_Lone at Natiowml leadawriers th is

day of _ octover {8y,
e

LUCAS V. BEaD
HAJOR GENERAL .USAF
NATIONAL COMMANDER

Certificate accompanying Master Sergeant Ethyle Kremers Distinguished Service Award
(Courtesy Kremers-O'Neil Family)
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Civil Air Patrol

In the 1930’s, aviators from World War I
envisioned organizing America’s civilian
aviators for national defense. By late
1941, various start-up programs were
formerly merged and the Civil Air Patrol
opened its doors on December 1%,
Public announcement of the CAP and
national recruiting commenced on
December 8.

Oregon Civil Air Patrol Roundel

During World War II, the CAP performed
missions including courier service,
missing aircraft searches, disaster relief,
forest patrols, etc. Armed CAP aircraft
at coastal patrol bases from Maine to
the Mexican border successfully

364 Gocivlairpatrol.com
365 Coincidentally, just two days before the
Vanport disaster

thwarted submarine attacks and
safeguarded shipping lanes.

“CAP’s wartime record ensured its
postwar future. On July 1st, 1946,
President Truman signed Public Law 79-
476, incorporating the organization.
Following the creation of the U.S. Air
Force as a separate branch of the armed
services, President Truman signed Public
Law 80-557, establishing CAP as the Air
Force's civilian auxiliary on May 26,
1948_"364365

Becoming an official auxiliary of the Air
Force brought important benefits to the
CAP. The Air Force was now allowed to
“supply the CAP directly with all
equipment, supplies and materials
required to accomplish their missions, as
well as to expedite training of air
cadets.” 366 These supplies included
gasoline for CAP planes on all search
and rescue missions.

After World War II the Oregon Wing
shrank from 15 units to only 3 functional
units by the middle of 1947 due to
natural postwar let-down. However, the
CAP experienced substantial growth in
1948 and 1949.

“One of the most potent factors in
starting an upward cycle was the
establishment of the CAP radio net.” 367

366 Radar Warning pg. 12
367 Oregon Wing pg. 10
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Oregon Wing members set up a communication tation at Vanport.
(Capt. Tom Traver photo) (CAP News 6/79)

Col Willoughby G Dye commander of the
Oregon Wing of the CAP
(CAP 1960 report)

368 jbid

During 1948, under the command of Lt Col.
Willoughby G Dye, the Oregon Wing got its
first radio station on the air. By September,
14 stations were in the net.” The Portland
Squadron grew from 6 senior (adult)
members and 20 active cadets in June 1947
to 89 senior and 109 cadet members by
December 1948.368

The CAP’s national radio network was built-
out during 1948 to serve as a secondary
communications network in case of national
emergency. The network proved its value
during various national disasters, including
the 1948 flood. To make it functional,
“hundreds of radio units throughout the
country tackled the problem of setting up
the network using surplus military radio
equipment, in most cases, with an
enthusiasm that soon started cadet classes
humming with potential ham operators.”%

369 Oregon Wing pg. 7
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Izumi Oyama

One hundred and four families totaling

300 persons of Japanese ancestry were
displaced when floodwaters inundated

Vanport.370

Izumi Oyama, 47, and her husband
Iwao had been Portland residents since
emigrating in the 1930’s. They settled
in Vanport with their daughter and son
following their return from internment in
1946.

On Sunday May 30th, Mrs. Oyama
decided to forego making plans for
Memorial Day and instead chose to have
a quiet day alone at home in their
Vanport apartment.

370 “NW Times 6/5/48

371 Now renamed the Epworth United Methodist
Church. The church ceased meeting from 1942
to 1945 while most congregants were living in
Idaho at the Minidoka Relocation Center.

372 |n 1942, the Nichiren Buddhist Temple
provided space to securely store member’s
belongings; people being sent to the
concentration camps were only allowed to bring

Her daughter, Minnie, was at her job as
a nurse’s trainee at Portland’s
Providence Hospital. Mr. Oyama, an
Issei leader, was in Portland working at
the weekly Japanese newspaper he
published and edited 7he Oregon Nippo.
The couple’s son Albert was a student at
the University of Oregon and was away
at school.

Upon hearing news of the Vanport
disaster on the radio at work, Mr.
Oyama, called Minnie who rushed to the
scene in her car. By the time she
arrived, Vanport was completely
flooded, and it was impossible to get
home.

By mid-June, hopes of finding the
bodies of Mrs. Oyama and a Japanese
photographer, Sado Mizuno, were given
up as a lost cause. Ultimately the two
were counted among the dead in the
official report of Vanport casualties.

Collections were taken in the community
to provide aide to the displaced families.
Many were hosted by other Japanese
families in the area. Until they could
find suitable housing, some families
found shelter at the Japanese Methodist
Church371 and the Nichiren Buddhist
Temple, just as they did in the earliest
days of their return to Portland from the
camps. 372

what they could carry. While it was closed, the
City of Portland rented the Temple to use as a
gym with the stipulation that the member’s
personal belongings would not be harmed. In
1959, the church was razed to build the
Memorial Coliseum. Groundbreaking at the
current location on SE Yamhill took place on
March 22, 1959.
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Stan Rand — W7ASF

Stan Rand defhonstrating his portable radiophone. (Popular Science August 1935)

In the 1930’s Stan Rand was a member volunteer group based in Oregon’s Hood
of Hood River’s Crag Rats Inc., a River County and serving Mt Hood, the
mountain climbing team that was Columbia Gorge, and assisting SAR in
frequently called on to perform rescues. neighboring counties.”

In the image above, he’s shown
demonstrating a portable “radiophone”
transceiver of his own design. The
complete unit, including batteries
weighed only 28 pounds making it
practical to carry when climbing.

The call sign of the Crag Rats’ base
station in Hood River was KIJY, and
their portable unit was KIJZ. Both were
licensed for 100 watts on 2.728 mc.

According to their website, “The Hood
River Crag Rats is America’s oldest
mountain Search and Rescue
organization. [They] are specifically ‘
certified for technical rock and

W7ASF ular Science August 1935
avalanche rescues. [They] are a (Pop g )
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Byron Richards — W8QGZ (K7AII)

Byron Richards K7AII ca. 1964
(Courtesy Salem Statesman Journal)

Though hams nation-wide pitched in to
relay messages during the 1948 flood, it
was still a little odd to see a Michigan
call sign amongst the call signs in the
official traffic report.

W8QGZ, Byron Douglas “By” Richards
was born January 8, 1907 in Detroit,
Michigan. He was a professional
musician there in 1929. In 1934, he
and became a licensed radio amateur.

In the spring of 1948, the Richards
family left Detroit on an 11,000 cross-
country road trip to see "The West.”
The family car was equipped with a 25-
watt mobile ham station, operating on
28 mc.

Their arrival in the northwest in May,
1948 coincided with the flooding in the

373 |etter from Byron Richards to Don Parsley
July, 1948.

Columbia River basin. According to a
letter from By, "My mobile frequency
was 29.300 - this is the frequency we
used in Oregon during the disaster out
there. Spent several days with the boys
on the emergency.”373

Mr. Richards is credited with helping set
up an emergency communication station
on Sauvie Island.

The Richards family eventually resettled

in the Willamette Vally. By taught music
at the Mark Twain Elementary School in

Silverton, Oregon.

By Richardson was a founding member
of the Silverton Amateur Radio Club,
and its first president. As was the rule
in those days, when he relocated to
Oregon, By left behind his W8QGZ call
sign was issued K7AII.

Even after losing his sight in the early
1960’s, By remained active on the air.
He was one of a growing number of
member stations that established the
important Amateur Radio Eyebank
Network “"AREN" in 1962.

In the pre-computer, pre-internet, pre-
cell phone days, the AREN used ham
radio to coordinate deliveries of donated
human eyes. QSO’s on 3.970 KC Radio
were used to exchange daily reports.
During an emergency, radio could be
used to facilitate communication
between aircraft, police escorts, doctors,
hospitals, Eye Bank personnel, and the
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American Red Cross so that corneas
could reach recipients within the short
24-hour donation window.

Prior to the existence of the AREN, if
there were no eyes available in the local
eye bank, a person suffering an accident
faced the prospect of permanent
blindness. But, with the AREN, rapid
communications between eye banks
nation-wide became possible.

Over the years, thousands of patients
were helped. Also, working with the
Lions fraternity, the members of the
AREN conducted outreach to urge those
able do so to “bequeath their eyes.”

Mr. Richards passed away August 30,
1986 at the age of 79 in Traverse City,
Michigan and is buried at the Valley
View Cemetery in Silverton, Oregon.

Sources:

“Byron D Richardson Obituary,” Salem
Statesman Journal, September 2,
1986 pg. 14.

Corday, Ron “Eye Bank Network Stages
Nationwide Fight Against Blindness,”
The Ann Arbor News, April 1, 1964.

“Silverton Radio Operator Helps
Emergency Eye Bank,” Salem
Statemen Journal, January 26, 1964.

Vanport Pg. 276



Sparky Sherman -W7EEA

o, ;*..»‘: N

p'rI\'<' Shéffﬁan and Doris

Along with several other Vancouver
hams, Robert M “Sparky” Sherman,
WY7EEA, was cited in QST for his service
during the Vanport emergency. He was
again cited in /3 Magazine for his
service following the 1972 Vancouver

374 K7GIT.com/awards.htm

tornado. Sparky’s consistent willingness
to serve became so legendary, that the
Cark County Amateur Radio Club named
their Community Service Award in his
honor following his passing in 1982.
Since that time the Sparky Sherman
award has been given to a person very
active in events that benefitted the
community even outside the realm of
ham radio.

The Sparky Sherman Community Service
Award was established in 1982 and is
awarded annually to the Clark County
ARC member making the most
significant contribution to public service.
“For years Sparky was the most visible
ham in the vicinity, and many were
enriched by knowing him.”374

Sparky Sherman was born July 27, 1910
in Moorhead, Minnesota. Blind from
birth he came to Vancouver,
Washington in 1923 to attend the
Washington State School for the Blind
(WSSB.) After his graduation in 1932,
he continued his formal music education
at the Portland School of Music,
receiving his Bachelor of Arts degree.

Sparky played piano professionally with
combos and jazz bands in the Portland
area in the 1930’s before returning to
WSSB as a teacher in 1947. He taught
band, choir, piano and instrumental
music and gave private piano lessons at
his Vancouver studio.
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Sparky and Helen Louise Lessard were
married in 1943 and enjoyed nearly 40
years of marriage.

In addition to raising a family of three,
Helen and Sparky housed students who
attended Emil Fries Piano Hospital
where he taught.

Helen (Lessard) Sherman
(The Columbian May 8, 1961)

375 The Touch of Music pg. 6.

Helen volunteered at the WSSB, was
active in the Lions Club, Camp Fire Girls
and scouting, among many civic
activities. In 1961, she was named the
Clark County Mother of the Year.

In April, 1972, the Clark County ARC
helped with communications after the
infamous Vancouver Tornado.
Telephone service was destroyed in the
devasted are and remained out of
service for several days. About 1,000
messages were handled by radio the
first day, with a total of about 2,000
over the four days of operation. Sparky
Sherman, and other Vancouver hams,
handled numerous phone patches.

Sparky got his first ham license about
1934. He kept the call W7EEA until his
passing in 1982. Later his son, James D
“Jim” Sherman (SK), used W7EEA in
honor of Sparky.

Sparky’s March 1982 memorial was held
in the Robert Sherman Auditorium at
WSSB, which was named in his honor.
A crowd of nearly 350 attended, packing
the 273-seat auditorium, filling the
stage, and flowing out into the hallway.

After decades of teaching and
volunteering, Sparky was asked if
retirement had crossed his mind. His
response? “I've always said that it's
better to wear out than rust out.”3”>

Sources:
Huber, Louis R W7UU, “Hams Help in
Tornado Ciris,” 73 Magazine June, 1972.
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Eldon Stevens

As shown below, Eldon Stevens kept
watch at Campbell Road, the
easternmost boundary of the flood.

His name was not among the ham
volunteers cited in QST magazine. And
there is no record of him being a ham.
Hence, he was left out of the list of
hams mentioned in Appendix 1.

However, he apparently helped with
communications, either officially, or as a
volunteer, during the flood.

Eldon Albert Stevens was born in
Goldendale, Washington in 1913. He
lived in Portland, starting in 1944.
During World War 2, he was a Chief
Electrician in the Merchant Marines.
This may have been where he gained
knowledge of radio. He served from

1941 through 1946, reaching the rank of
Lieutenant.

Whether or not Mr. Stevens had
previous formal experience with radio,
he could have successfully conveyed
flood reports with the SX transceiver.
Forest Service radios were designed for
ease of use by fire fighters, some of
whom had very limited experience with
radio. And no ham license would have
been required.

Following the war, Eldon Stevens
worked as an electrician for American
Can Company in Saint Johns and
eventually retired from Nabisco.

Mr. Stevens passed in 1997 and was
buried at the IOOF Cemetery in
Goldendale, Washington.

Eldon Stevens keeps watch on a dike near Blue Lake. He's using a Forest Service Type
SX 30-40 mc transceiver. (The Oregonian 6/3/48)
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Oakley Stockton — KG6AC (AF5EWM, AF5RHA, W5EWM,
W5RHA, KA70S, WOWUG, KOROL)

Seeing KG6AC (Guam) on the list of
stations helping with communications
during the 1948 flood raised all kinds of
questions. And the answers turned out
to be quite interesting.

The 20t Air Force was established in
April 1944 and was first deployed to
India where it conducted missions again
Japanese forces in Southeast Asia. In
late 1944, the 20 and its B-29
Superfortress bombers were relocated
to Guam and conducted missions
against Japan’s home islands.

The QSL card shown above was sent in
December 1945 just a month after US
Hams were allowed to get back on the
air and reflects the prewar “KB6" prefix
for Guam. Shortly thereafter, Guam

376 “Guam Radio Amateurs League” QST June,
1946

10 DEC., 1945

TWENTIETH AIR FORCE AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION

W3AIM W3DLA WSCQ WSENH WSGAB WSGVR WBUFH WOEDS WSLE[ WOWUG

Wl Binic Boy Hy ook Som fudy Bl Low Bak

CONF IRMING OUR QSO OF:

YOUR SIGNALS: RS_S_7 T 9 OUR RIG: 400 1\~

oN 10 METERS

became “KG6"” and KB6 was reassigned
to the Phoenix Island group including
Baker and Howland.

As shown on the card, the station,
WOWUG/KB6 was shared by the
members of the Twentieth Air Force
Amateur Radio Association, including
WOWUG himself, Oakley “Oak”
Stockton. As of February, 1946, there
were 20 active ham stations on Guam,
forming the “"Guam Radio Amateurs
League.””6 WOWUG was the
administrative center for all amateur
activity.

Oak Stockton was born in Denver,
Colorado on August 21, 1919. His
mother, Pansy (Repass) Stockton was a
renowned artist. His father, Roscoe,
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had many occupations including his first receivers used a pair of type 53

schoolteacher and radio announcer. triodes and homemade capacitors and
coils. He had one of the first mobile

In April 1936, at age 16, Oak was first stations in the Denver area, a

licensed, with call WOWUG.377 His first modulated oscillator on 5 meters,

transmitter was built from parts ordered powered by B batteries, with the

from Radio Shack, then a small mail filaments running off the battery of his

order house in Boston, MA. His rig put Model A Ford.

out about 5 watts on 5 meters. One of

Ly
MOBLE RADIO

WowUG P

—— ——— "

|
{
[ “-FB& 3

723

WOWUG’s mobile 5-meter station

One of his first commercially made the way were a means to many a meal
receivers was a National 1-10, covering enroute.”378

1 to 10 meters using plug-in coils and

acorn tubes. He was an avid contester “In 1944, I was stationed on the island
as early as 1938, participating in field of Guam in the Marianas. Of course,
day on 5 meters. In 1939, Oak and Bill, ham radio was curtailed, but not the
WOWYU, quit their jobs and travelled to ambitions of the many hams there. The
San Fransisco for the World’s Fair. final surrender of the Japanese occurred
“Money was scarce, and QSO’s along [in 1945], and many of us were

877 Colorado was moved from the ninth to the 378 50 Years for Oak

tenth amateur radio call area.
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scrounging to get airborne as soon as
the official word was released to
transmit. I was ready with tandem BC-
610 transmitters at about 900 watts on
28.520 MHz, amplitude modulated!
Receivers included SX-28s, AR-88s, FM
27s and panadaptors.

The antenna concept was pretty bizarre
for those days. A Sterba curtain for
10M that would be vertically polarized,
fixed in azimuth for Portland, Oregon,
where my new wife Beverly lived,
awaiting her port call to join me in
Guam. She finally did join me in 1946
on the first ship carrying dependents
and had her 21t birthday in Guam.”

" e
Beverly (Coe) Stockton ca. 1944

“The entire antenna was prefabricated
on the ground using magnificent 120 ft

379 Dear Professor Sterba

wood poles imported from the state of
Washington. I used prime grade [two-
by-fours] for the crossarms lagged to
that marvelous pole. Painted the
crossarms GI white and installed several
of the ‘four wire transposed line’
ceramic insulators. Threaded #14
gauge copperclad wire through them for
the ‘curtain.” It was an exciting day
when the earth auger and the crane
came to install the finished antenna. It
was rotated in its 12 ft hole to aim its
beam to Portland, Oregon, then
backfilled with some concrete.

When hams were given permission to
transmit, this station was ready! The
sunspots cooperated for many months
of third-party traffic and this station
became famous....

The station was first put on the air as
WOWUG/KB6. Then, I received my
modification (the first issued on Guam)
as KG6AC. My wife arrived and
operated the station for many months
as “Always Cheerful.”

I had to abandon the antenna about a
year later when [we were] transferred
to Japan for ‘occupation duty.” My first
son was born in Nagoya, Japan in early
1948. Several tours later, my daughter
was also born in Japan.37°”
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Oak Stockton’s Sterba Curtain Antenna drawing (Courtesy World Radio)

After World War 2, he travelled the
world with the US Air Force, using as
many eighteen call signs including JA
(Japan), VK (Australia), and KB6/KG6
(Guam). In 1952, Oak was licensed as
KA70S and was with the 15™ Radio
Squadron on Kyushu, the most southern
of Japan’s four largest islands.

Available records don't record the exact
role Oak Stockton’s KG6AC station in
Guam played in during the 1948 flood.
Given the station’s booming 10 meter
signal into the Portland area, it may be
that he was able to relay messages
between stations that couldn't
communicate with each other directly.
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Or, he may have helped relay messages
between the disaster area and service
members deployed in the Western
Pacific. He may have also initiated
phone patches — records say that he
helped facilitate “radio weddings”
between service members and stateside
fiancées on more than one occasion.

By 1960, Oak had returned to Colorado
Springs and was using call sign KOROL.
In the 1970’s and 1980's, he was less
active on HF bands and seldom used
CW preferring packet radio, UHF, VHF,
RTTY (radio teletype), and Amateur TV
on 450 mhz. He was recognized by the
QCWA for 50 years in radio in 1986

“Lieutenant Colonel Oakley Stockton,
USAF, retired died March 16, 1996. He
served throughout World War 2 and the

Korean Wars, and was awarded the
Bronze Star Medal, the Air Force and
Army Commendation Medals, the
Singhman Rhee Presidential Unit
Citation, and others. He served 24
years in the USAF and 6 years with the
Defense Communications Agency,
Western Hemisphere, as a
Communications Specialist.”380

Sources:

“50 Years for Oak,” 0 Beat June 1986
pg. 25.

Motobayashi.net/callbook/Ka7.

“Pansy Repass Stockton”
Sweetfootjourneys.com.

“Silent Key: KOROL" Packet Status
Register Summer 1996 pg. 7.
Stockton, Oak, “Dear Professor Sterba,
World Radio November 1992 pp. 27-28.

n

GUAM M, | =g

-l .}fcx‘éuw

o

1949 QSL from KG6GR showing equipment similar KG6AC's station in Guam

380 Silent Key: KOROL
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Axel Tyle - W7CIH

Axel Tyle at McElroy’s Ballroom in Portland

Dec 8, 1947

Axel B Tyle38! was born in Copenhagen,
Denmark, in 1912. His family emigrated
in 1917 and settled in Portland. He was
studying drums and cornet as a
teenager. After hearing a jazz band
playing at a neighbor’s party, he
focused on jazz-style music and became
a profession musician, playing mostly
with small dance bands in the Portland
area.

Alex Tyle married Annette Dorothy
Brown on October 10™, 1934 and they
had four children.

In the early 1940’s Axel Tyle was
employed at KGW where he worked for
long-time music director Abe Bercovitz
with the station’s in-house orchestra.

381 Axel Angelo Peter Buch Tyle was born
November 26, 1912 in Copenhagen. In most
records, he is listed simply as Axel B Tyle.

About the same time Axel was playing
with a five-piece jazz band led by
banjoist Monte Ballou. Under Ballou’s
direction, The Castle Jazz Band was
formed about 1943 to play at the Castle
Club roadhouse in Jennings Lodge,
south of Portland.382

The Castle Jazz Band was a Dixieland-
style group that was part of the revival
of traditional jazz music on the west
coast in the 1940’s. Their recordings
were popular worldwide for a time and
they were Portland’s most popular jazz
group.383

Castle Jazz Bd ca 1948 with Axel Tyle on
drums (courtesy YouTube)

George Bruns joined the band in 1947.
His employment as the music director
for KEX and KOIN led to the Castle Jazz
Band performing live and growing in
popularity across the area. Some of the
band’s performances were broadcast
live on KGW, as well.

Besides music, Axel Tyle was also
interested in radio and electronics. He

382 The Caste roadhouse was located at 5150
SE Glen Echo Ave. After standing vacant for a
number of years, it was razed in 2006.

383 Castle Jazz Band, The.
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became a licensed radio amateur about
1932.

Although he left the Castle Jazz Band in
the late 1940’s, Axel continued playing
music professionally. However, he was
making most of his living with radio. He
taught radio at Multnomah College and
eventually became assistant director of
the school.

Axel Tyle passed on November 5, 1981.
Oregon’s School of Radio

Axel Tyle was a radio instructor at
Multnomah College in Portland and
eventually became the Assistant Director
of the School of Radio Television.

The Young Men’s Christian Association
(YMCA) of Portland began offering night
classes in 1897 in various vocational
subjects. By 1920, training programs
were organized as “Oregon Institute of
Technology,” a degree-granting school.

The school added electrician and radio
classes in 1912 followed by accounting
and auto repair before opening an
engineering department in 1919.
Portland’s radio pioneer Charlie Austin,
among many others, taught at the
school through the years.

The call sign 7YG was issued to the
YMCA in June, 1920. It was transferred
to OIT in January, 1923 and later
became W7YG.

Starting on May 9, 1922, the school also
operated station KDYQ3®* on 681 kc.
KDYQ's slogan was “The Radio School.”

384 Designed and assembled by Wilbur Jerman.

Programs included: weather reports,
market and stock information, news
bulletins and radio club broadcasts.

On November 6, 1922, KDYQ moved to
833 kc. The station ceased
broadcasting in 1925.38

” YQ ca. 1923'(R 0 Waves February
1923 Courtesy westmb.org)

In 1931, OIT formed a liberal arts junior
college along with a four-year college of
engineering. Multnomah College was
formed in 1937 and, following World
War 2, the former OIT schools were
merged into it. In 1946, Multhomah
College separated from the YMCA,
becoming a separate non-profit with its
own board of regents. Because of its
accreditation, many local veterans were
able to attend Multnomah College on
the GI Bill and learn skills that led to
employment.

By the late 1960's the board of
Multnomah College determined that the
educational needs the school had been
created to fulfill were being met by
Oregon’s community colleges. So, in
1969, Multnomah College was merged
into the University of Portland.

385 Oregon Radio History
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W7YG Oregon Institute of Technology QSL from 1940

IOTA TAU KAPPA

RADIO FRATERNITY ALPHA CHAPTER

MULTNOMAH COLLEGE

1022 S. W. Salmon St.
PORTLAND 5, OREGON

W7YG MuItnomaHMCoIIe QSL ro 1957 showing thét the school taught courses in electronics
and broadcasting and including a photo of the school’s ham radio station. By this time the
curriculum also included television.

“Oregon Radio History/KGW/NBC

Sources:
“Castle Jazz Band, The” History and More!!”
NWMusicArchives.com. KE7GGV.tripod.com

“Oregon Tech” www./ostcolleges.com.
Smith, Hal. “Chris Tyle’s Lifelong Musical
Odyssey,” The Syncopated Times

July 1, 2020.

“Chris Tyle.” Wikipedia.

Fritz, Jose. “Arcane Radio Trivia: KEX
and the Castle Jazz Band,”
tenwatts. blogspot.com April 14,
2010.

“Multnomah College” Wikipedia.
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George Wise - W7GBW (W7MB)

WiG

George A. Wise
1023-C East 80 Avenue
Vancouver, Washington, U. S. A.

George Wise QSL — 1949

George A Wise was born in Portland in
1920. He served in the US Army during
World War 2 and joined the US
Merchant Marines after the war, serving
in both the Atlantic and Pacific. George
and his wife Helen lived in Vanport at
the time of the flood.3%

Like his friend and Vanport neighbor,
Joe Naemura, George Wise resumed
chasing DX as soon as he could get back
on the air. By the time that the flood hit
Vanport, George had already received
QSL cards back from over 100 countries.
This was fortuitous because, in late
May, George’s QSL cards were at the
ARRL offices in Newington, Connecticut,
being verified for his DXCC award.

Thus, his collection was spared from the
flood.

As shown by the address on George's
1949 QSL, the Wise family may have
been among those who found
temporary housing at one of

386 George’s account of escaping Vanport is
recounted in Part 4.

Vancouver’s housing projects following
the flood.

George and Helen eventually settled in
southeast Portland, and he worked in
marine electronics for Mackay Radio &
Telegraph Co.

In 1955, George became a charter
member of the Willamette Valley DX
Club. His prowess for working foreign
amateurs was legend.

» He was the first ham recognized for
talking with amateurs in 100
countries on 5 different amateur
bands ("5 Band DXCC” #1).

> He was the first ham from the
northwest acknowledged for talking
to 100 countries on 160 meters
(similar to the am broadcast band).

> By getting QSLs from every
recognized country in the world,
George held top ranking on the DX
“honor roll” for many years.

George Wise passed in 1996 at the age
of 76.
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Helen Wise - W7RVM

Helen Wise QSL — 1958 (Cdurtesy K8CX)

Helen Marie (Fox) Wise, W7RVM, and The fabulous cartooning on Helen’s QSL
her husband George, lost their Vanport card was done by W7ES]J, “Connie”
apartment to the flood. Following the Conyngham.38” The “Junior Ops” shown
flood, they relocated several times, running amok in the ham shack likely
eventually ending up in southeast represent the couple’s children George,
Portland, where they raised their family. William, and Eileen. (Note husband

George's call sign on his lunch box).
Helen enjoyed working DX and was a
member of the Willamette Valley DX
Club.

e
Radio. w q R E w Confirming QSO of y ‘S P‘ m. P.S.T

%,_’/J; 195 URSigs. RST.S 6 9 vea F 7 . Me
Rowars Ln/ § S0 fouk- wn 138 il il . dated,

FHelen Wiese
Fae OSk 430252 Salnon Skest ; 7:J [/

Portland 15, Oregon

.A QSL from Helen’s time as a Novice in 1952

387 Connie’s story appears earlier in this section.
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William Young - W7DCJ

William H Young, W7DCJ, and his family were hosting a Sunday dinner party at their
Vanport apartment when the dike broke.

Since Mr. Young and one of his guests were blind, the rising flood water and
surrounding chaos made finding a path to safety especially challenging.

Wendel Williams, W7HVX, helped the Young family and their guests escape in knee-
deep water.

The Young family eventually resettled in NE Portland and lived there for a number of
years.

Sources:
Davis, Allen N W7DIS, "QRR...the Dike is Broken!” @ST September, 1948.
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Appendix 3 — The Clubs

» The Lower Columbia Amateur Radio Association — W7NCW
» The Oregon Emergency Network — W70OEN

» The Portland Amateur Radio Club — W7KYC

» The Vancouver Amateur Radio Club — W7AIA

» The Vanport College Amateur Radio Club — W7NXP

Vanport Pg. 291



The Lower Columbia Amateur Radio Association —

WZNCW / (W7DG)

The Lower Columbia ARA Facility and Tower (Courtesy QRZ.com)

During the 1948 flood, ham radio
operators in the Kelso and Longview
areas volunteered to stand watch on the
dikes with radios to report any issues.

Among these were:

> Dr. John Nelson (W7AOB)

> Rolly Mietzke (W7BVO)

» Harry Hale (W7FON)

> Austin Bennett (W7KZI)388

Following the flood, these four hams,
and two others whose names have been

388 Per Stu Farmer correspondence

lost to time, joined to form the Lower
Columbia Amateur Radio Association.

Within four years, the club had grown to
thirty members — most with home
stations - and twelve with mobile
stations on 29.6 mc. Two stations had
been installed at their clubhouse.38?

Out of appreciation for their efforts to
help save the towns, the Weyerhaeuser
company donated a “line shack” to the
club and provided a hilltop location on
Columbia Heights to site it.

389 Radio Hams Organizing
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“The original call of the club was
W7NCW. But, on the death of Ray
Sechler, we obtained his call. Ray
(W7DG) had been the CW instructor to
so many of us over the years that we
decided to honor him in this way.”3%°

Honored by Governor Insley

The club’s seventy-year legacy and on-
going efforts to serve the community
were recognized on May 30, 2018, in a
letter from Washington Governor Jay
Inslee.

W7DB Ray Sechler 1952 “Born out of the Vanport Flood of May
30, 1948, LCARA has a long history of
providing critical communications
assistance and other emergency
services, such as emergency transport
and drone operations, to a broad range
of organizations, including local law
enforcement and fire departments, the
Civil Air Patrol, the Coast Guard
Auxiliary, hospitals and the Red
Cross.”91

(Courtesy Longview Daily News)

W7DG Club Station (’éurésy QRZ.com)

3%0 W7DG.org 391 Jay Inslee Letter
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The Oregon Emergency Network — W7OEN

As a result of the massive amount of health and welfare radio messages generated
during the 1948 flood, a group of Oregon amateurs decided to form an “organized
statewide amateur emergency communications networt.”

The first offical operating session of the Oregon Emergency Network (OEN) occurred on
December 20, 1948 with Arthur White, W7GXO, as net control. Today, members of the
net meet daily at six pm on 3980kc.

The following OEN members are known to have operated during the 1948 Vanport
emergency:

W7AEF Bill Lucas W7GXO Arthur White

W7APF  Don McPherson W7HBO Don Stewart

W7DHX Don Smith W7HDN Ed Wiedmaier

W7DIS Al Davis W7HIU Ed Lamb

W7EDU Kenneth House W7HVX Wendel “"Robert” Williams
W7ENU Mary Davis W7IRJ  Harold Hanson

W7GUR Jim Boland W7LBV  Chuck Austin

Covzns TThe State

Sources:

Ohio’s Rooser Net Has Good Company May 11, 2023 /news/view-new-item?id=49355.

“The Oregon Emergency Network — Its History, Aims, Purposes and Policies,” Oregon
Emergency Network — undated.

W7OEN.NET
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The Portland Amateur Radio Club — W7KYC

Members of the Portland Amateur Radio Club pose with their radios ca. 1948

PARC, the Portland Amateur Radio Club, was formed in 1941 and became an ARRL-
affiliated club on January 8, 1947. After World War 2, the Club’s call sign was W7KYC.
Their current call sign is W7LT in memory of Johnny Peal (SK). The club is still active
today supporting repeaters, providing ham training and testing, operating field day and
emergency operations, and performing community service in addition to promoting
fraternity among hams.

Though early club records are not available, the following PARC members are known to
have operated during the 1948 Vanport emergency:

W7ADH Lee Campbell W7HTS Paul Sloan

W7AEF  Bill Lucas W7HVX Robert Williams
W7AMQ Gale Sells WY7IE Bob Wright

W7ES]  Connie Conyngham W7JAZ  Bill Gleason
W7EXQ Bruce Stokes W7LI Thurlow Wauchope
W7FNS  Virgil Cohen W7LT Johnny Peal
W7HJU Ed Lamb W7MB  George Wise

Others members likely participated. The list will be augmented as more information
becomes available.
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The Vancouver Amateur Radio Club — W7AIA

CLARK COUNTY RADIO CLUB

W7AIA

CLUB ADDRESS — VANCOUVER WASHINGTON

RaDIQLKK AT E(1— xmu ST A

DATE. Cx 2 =X/ ANTE . Fel (e

TME D&l = RCVR=__

SIGS___ S T REMARKS 79X £  735'sr
W7AIA QSL card

Several members of The Vancouver
Amateur Radio Club (VARC) were
credited in QST for their efforts during
the 1948 flood emergency.

During the emergency, VARC
established local radio networks on 144
mc. And the VARC club station, W7AIA,
participated in the 3.941 mc emergency
net, serving “the Coast Guard, Army

Engineers and any other groups which
might call for service.”3??

Amateurs Ronald McNeil (W7LTY) and E
A Carden3?3 set up a station at the Red
Cross Vancouver Chapter headquarters
and maintained constant communication
with the Portland headquarters for
handling welfare communications.

An additional station was established at
the VARC clubhouse at 3713 I St.
William Davis3** and Ronald McNeil
(W7LTY) furnished two transmitters and
three receivers for the operations.39°
Some 15 VARC members kept the club
station operating around the clock.

VARC was established in June 1930 and
was affiliated with the ARRL on August
2, 1932. They became the Clark County
Amateur Radio Club on May 1°t, 1951.
Current membership numbers over 300.

We gratefully acknowledge the efforts of all who participated during the emergency.
These VARC members are recorded??® as having participated in emergency

communications during the 1948 flood:

W7AXA Ohlen R Higgens
W7EDK Wilfred Stacey
W7EEA  Sparky Sherman3*’
W7JAS Hank Wastradowksi
W7KTL Earl Ringle

W7LTY Ronald McNeil

392 QST 9/48 pg. 39

393 Calll sign unknown

394 Call sign unknown

395 Radio ‘Hams” Busy on Flood

founder

president 1947
president 1948
president 1948

3% There are others whose name and
contributions are yet to be discovered.
397 See Selected Biographies for more of
Sparky’s story.
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The Vanport College Amateur Radio Club — W7ZNXP

The Vanport Extension Center, a two-year college, was established in Vanport in 1946
to serve returning veterans. An unused shopping mall and community recreation center
were converted to classrooms, a library, administrative offices, and other necessary
spaces. Like the rest of Vanport, the extension center buildings were destroyed beyond
repair.

Following the flood, Vanport College was reopened at Portland’s Grant High School for
the summer session. That fall, the school moved into office buildings at Kaiser’s former
Oregon Shipyard in North Portland.

There is no record of an organized college ham club prior to the move to the Oregon
Shipyard. However, the Radio Amateur Callbook lists the Vanport College Amateur
Radio Club, call sign W7NXP, from 1950 thru 1954. The trustees were Wayne L Gilbert
(1950), and Robert D Hunsucker Jr (1951-1954).

= i
G convoﬂﬂ"q" '

LR - '::.:..,' :
vt e -

Vanport College campus at the former Oregon Shipyard ca. 1949
(Courtesy Portland State University Special Collections)
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In this photo, a Vanport College student is operating a National NC-183 receiver with matching
speaker. The rack-mounted transmitter appears to be shop-built with some commercial
components.

(Photo courtesy of Portland State University Special Collections)
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Appendix 4 — The Radios

BC-611 (SCR-536) Handie-Talkie

“At the request of the Sheriff’s office I
had the State Patrol office radio their
Tacoma office to procure from National
Guard Headquarters six SCR 536's and
relay them to the highway patrol cars to
use as quickly as possible. They
cooperated to the fullest and had the
sets here by 1600 hours and they were
put to immediate use.”3%8

The BC-611 Handie-Talkie was used
throughout World War II for short-range
communication. Up and down the
Columbia River, teams responding to
the 1948 flooding emergency utilized
the BC-611.

The BC-611 Handie-Talkie was
developed at the start of World War 11
by Galvin Manufacturing (Motorola).
Over 100,000 were produced by several
companies under several contracts.

The radios operated in the 3.5-6 mc
military band and were AM (voice
mode). They were simple to use
(pulling out the antenna turned the
radio on). They were single-channel
only so there was no tuning — just “push
to talk.” Using five tubes meant that
the batteries were good for about one
day’s use. With only .027 watts out,
range was limited to about a mile over
land and three miles over water which
minimized interference and prevented
eves dropping or triangulation by the
enemy. However, at Vanport, they
would have not been good for much

398 Washington Nat’| Guard Pamphlet pg. 11.

more than just communicating from one
side of the disaster area to the other.

Radios brought by responding units
would most likely have been preset to
their own assigned channels, preventing
their BC-611s from communicating with
other units. Matching up the
frequencies meant first, having the
correct crystals available, and then
turning the radios over to a tech to
change out four parts and retune the
sets.

Even so, the BC-611 Handie-Talkies saw
plenty of use during the 1948
emergency.

|

BC-611 (Radio News Feb 1944)

Vanport Pg. 299



BC-1000 (SCR-300) Walkie-Talkie

Members of the US Army and the
Oregon and Washington National
Guards were deployed to sites
throughout the Columbia River basin
during the emergency. The Army’s BC-
1000 Walkie-Talkie was standard
equipment at the time and saw use at
Vanport and elsewhere.

Like the smaller BC-611 Handie-Talkie,
the Walkie-Talkie was developed for the
Signal Corps by Galvin Manufacturing
(Motorola). They were also built by
Philco, Crosley and others.

The BC-1000 saw its first use in combat
during the Battle of Anzio in January,
1944.3%° They continued in wide usage
through the 1950's.

The BC-1000 was one of the Army’s first
FM radios. “The clarity of the static-free

399 The SCR-300 saw its first use in combat at
Anzio. Getting the message Through pg. 296

BC-1000 Walkie-Talkie (US Army Signal Corps Photo)

FM signals allowed soldiers to
communicate over the din of artillery
firing and tank noise."400

The radio had an effective range of two-
three miles with .3 watts output in the
40-48 mc range.

Even at 35 pounds, it was meant to be a
back-packable portable radio but could
also be used at a fixed or mobile radio
station.

Because the BC-1000 is FM, and
because of its frequency range, it was
incompatible with the Handie-Talkies
and most of the other radio systems
used at Vanport. But, since Walkie-
Talkies are self-contained, they could
have been placed where needed at base
stations or on board most vehicles to
facilitate short-range communications.

400 Getting the Message Through pg. 277
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Type FP Radiophone “"The Peanut”

The diminutive Type FP “Peanut”
transceiver was designed for the Oregon
Department of Forestry in 1941. Its
aluminum cabinet is just 8-3/4" wide, 3-
3/4"” deep, and about 6" high (including
the handle).

The FP was designed primarily for
smokejumpers who needed a small and
lightweight radio. As such it used small
batteries that limited its weight to 3-3/4
pounds, but also limited its service
hours.

Most other forest service radios were
made of wood at the time. And though
aluminum was a critical war material, its
use made the FP lighter and more

Type FP Radiophohe

rugged and helped reduce the overall
cabinet size.

The transmitted power of the FP was 4
watt. The Peanut tuned the 31 mc
range of Forest Service frequencies and
was compatible with the Oregon
Department of Forestry FX transceivers
deployed at Clatskanie (provided that
crystals for the same frequencies were
available).

This example was made by Radio
Specialty Manufacturing Company in
Portland. The Peanut was also made by
the Morrow Radio Company in Salem.
Production continued into the 1950's
until the Forest Service converted from
AM to FM radios.

Vanport Pg. 301



Type FX Radiophone
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Type FX Radiophone

The Type FX radiophone was a portable
radio set typically deployed to fire
lookouts or to the fireline with a team of
firefighters.

Though similar to SV transceivers made
for the US Forest Service, the FX was
designed by staff at the Oregon
Department of Forestry’s radio
department. After trying several types
of Forest Service radios, they were
frustrated by the set’s tendency to
wander off frequency. So, they decided
to design their own sets with crystal-
controlled transmitters.

401 Radio Plays Vital Role pg 4.

“Eastern Lane got the first one on a trial
basis in 1940. It performed so well that
62 were put in service the follow year
through the various districts.”401

The radio uses a reinforced plywood
cabinet and weighs 14 pounds with
batteries. The transmit frequency (in
the 31 mc Forest Service frequency
band) is controlled by a crystal that
plugs into the sockets below the
receiver’s tuning dial. The effective
range of the FX is 10 to 100 miles
depending upon topography. After the
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prototype was approved, technicians at Apparatus Company in Portland and,

the State Forestry Department perhaps, others.

constructed the first 65 FX’s during the

spring of 1941. The FX radios endured hard service and,
through on-going maintenance, were

Construction of additional sets was used for over 10 years until replaced by

contracted out to Radio Specialty FM radios.

4

~

i

Type FX radiophone in use, undated photo. (Courtesy Forest istory Socie
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Type SX Radiophone

fffff

Type SX Radiophone

Battery-operated, light weight, portable, transmitter frequency was switchable
and operable by one person, the SX among three crystals; the receiver was
radiophones were used to establish tunable. The SX transmitted AM voice
temporary radio stations at many sites at va watt. Battery life was 6-10 hours
during the 1948 flood emergency. under intermittent operation. An audio

amplifier (SXA) was available separately.
The Type SX radiophone was designed

by the US Forest Service radio 800 SX radiophones were built under
laboratory staff in Portland in 1940. It contract by firms such as Radio
operated in the Forest Service’s band of Specialty Manufacturing Company in
frequencies near 30 mc. The Portland.
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TDE Transmitter (CAY-52267)
and power unit (CAY-21848).

The TDF transmitter stood 40" tall and
28" wide and the power unit stood 22"
tall. It weighed 334 Ibs and the power
unit added 372 Ibs (note the lifting
rings)!

The transmitter was capable of CW,
MCW, and Voice. Power out was 125
watts, 35 watts and 30 watts
respectively.

The TDF could operate from 300 to
1500 kcs (intermediate frequency) and
1500 to 18100 kcs (high frequency).

(Illustration from the TDE instruction
book)
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TDQ (CRV 52328)
VHF Transmitter
The TDQ VHF Transmitter can transmit

about 45 watts of CW, MCW, or Voice

on frequencies ranging from 115 to
156mc.

Output is limited to four channels at-a-
time and is controlled by crystals in a

temperature-controlled oven that kept
them at a constant 70 degrees Celsius.

The transmitter is 32" tall, 25” wide, and
weighs 283 Ibs.

Aboard ship the TDQ transmitter was

typically controlled remotely by a
radiophone unit.

(photo courtesy Jproc.ca)
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TDQ Radiophone Control Unit

The TDQ radiophone control unit allows
the TDQ transmitter to be operated
remotely.

Besides the handset with a push-to-talk
switch, provisions are made to plug in
an accessory telegraph key and an
accessory speaker.

(Illustration from TDQ instruction book).
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Appendix 5 - Full Text of President Truman'’s Speech4°2

Delivered at Portland’s Civic Auditorium, (temporary Regional Red Cross Disaster
Headquarters) on June 11, 1948 1:00 p.m.
Broadcast by KGW and KXL

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Mayor, Acting Governor Scott*%3, ladies and gentlemen: I tried very
hard this morning to get a chance to see from the air just what this flood looks like
here, but one of your western mists prevented me from seeing it. It certainly wasn't a
rain, although I got wet. I wanted to have a first-hand look at the situation, and I am
still hoping that I can take a look after this meeting is over.

I had with me, however, the Chief of Engineers of this District of the U.S. Army, and the
Federal Works Administrator, General Fleming, and we had about 40 or 50 pictures
taken within the last 2 or 3 days, which showed me the effects of the river from the
Canadian border to its mouth. It is a terrible disaster. And I am in sympathy with trying
to get that disaster met.

I ordered out every agency of the Federal Government to cooperate with the Red Cross
and the State of Oregon, and the city of Portland, too, to meet the situation as best we
can. I am told by General Fleming that there is complete harmony between all the
agencies, both State and national, and the Red Cross, and that every effort is being
made to meet the situation as far as we can.

Ordinarily the President of the United States has an emergency fund for such things as
this, but last year that fund was eliminated, and it was not renewed again this year.
There was only $25,000 left in that fund, and I gave that to General Fleming so that
some immediate emergencies could be met as far as possible. There is on the way to
me now a joint resolution of the Congress authorizing the expenditure of $10 million
from the housing fund, which has already been appropriated. As soon as that arrives
and that resolution is signed, which I hope will be before I leave Portland today, that
much money will be available for immediate emergency relief. We are trying to get a
resolution to authorize the Department of Agriculture to make grants to those farmers

402 The speech transcription is courtesy of quod.lib.umich.edu/

403 At the time of the President’s speech, State Treasurer Leslie Scott was the acting governor of Oregon.
A plane crash near Lakeview on October 28, 1947, took the lives of Governor Earl Snell, Secretary of
State Robert Farrell, Senate President Marshall Cornett, and their pilot Oscar Kittredge. Speaker of the
House John Hall succeeded to the governorship until an election could be held in November 1948.
Governor Hall declared an emergency just an hour after water poured into Vanport, thereby authorizing
the Oregon National Guard to requisition material and personnel as needed. On June 9", Governor Hall
left Oregon to attend the National Governor’s Conference in Portsmouth, NH. Under state law at the
time, Secretary of State Earl Newbry would have become acting governor when Governor Hall crossed
the state line. However, Mr. Newbry was also out-of-state at Atlantic, NJ attending a Shrine convention.
So, for five days, from June 9™ until Secretary of State Newbry’s return on June 13, State Treasurer
Leslie Scott was the acting Oregon governor. Governor pro tempore Scott himself left the state on the
evening of Thursday June 10t to join the President in Olympia and fly with him back to Oregon on the
following day. There is no record of who, if anyone, assumed the governorship during his brief absence.

Vanport Pg. 307



who have had their livestock washed away and whose stock had to be moved from
farms to other places. I hope that can be arranged immediately.

Now that is so much for the present immediate situation. I have always been interested
in the development and the control of the great rivers of this country. I live on the
Missouri River at Independence, Mo., where a great many people started when this
town was first organized over the Oregon Trail.

Independence, Mo., is by the Missouri River, and about 1 year in 3 the damage from
that river basin has been all the way from $100 million to $500 million. This same
situation has been true in the valley of the Ohio, and true in the lower valley of the
Mississippi until the lower valley of the Mississippi has been controlled so that these
floods that came in the last few years have not affected the lower Mississippi.

I want to see a regular flood control program in all these river valleys. As I said
yesterday at Seattle, I want to see the river developed for the benefit of the people, for
power, for navigation, for reclamation, and for flood control, and that can be done, and
should be done. I was informed by the Chief of Engineers before I left Washington that
the Missouri plan is completed, so far as the plan is concerned, but it will take 6 more
years to get that flood control into effect.

There is a plan for the Columbia River Basin, not only for flood control but for power
and for irrigation and for navigation. And I am hoping to see that Columbia River plan
outlined completely. Had it not been for the immense power dams on the Columbia
River, it would have been much harder to win World War Two. These immense dams at
Bonneville and Grand Coulee-I went to see the Grand Coulee just the other day, and
there are a million acre-feet of water pouring over that dam every 24 hours. That is the
cause of some of your trouble down here. But if those dams had not been built over the
opposition of people who wanted to look backward, it would have taken longer, and
many more lives, to win World War Two.

There is not any reason in the world why these plans should not be carried out, and if
we can get the cooperation of every branch of the Federal Government, we can get
that done. There are some people, you know, who do not like public power, and there
are some people who do not like to expend money for the reclamation of the land in
the West. You know, Daniel Webster said the West wasn't any good, and the further
away they could keep it from the East the better he would be pleased. That was along
in 1835.

There are a lot of people who still believe like Daniel Webster. But I am trying to
convert those people, and if I succeed in that, we will get the proper developments of
those rivers. I am extremely sorry that you are faced with this disaster, but every
disaster has some good at the conclusion of it. This will give you more sympathetic
hearts when you hear that the Connecticut or the Missouri or the Ohio or some other
great river in this country has gone on a rampage. You will understand just exactly
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what other people are faced with. They understand exactly what you are faced with,
and they are sympathetic, and they are going to help you. And I am glad they are. I
have had a most appreciative welcome in this part of the world.

I have been out here time and again before, but I didn't attract so much attention as I
do now. I was here during World War Two, in the capacity of chairman of an
investigating committee of the United States Senate. I have been here in Portland on
two occasions, and I have been in Bremerton, Wash., and San Francisco, and Los
Angeles, Salt Lake City, and Sacramento-in nearly every town in the West. I have been
out here before that, so I know something about what your problems are. I know
something about what this country is in this part of the United States, and I know what
a contribution it made to the war effort, not only in its power program which I have just
talked about, but in the food production, in manpower, in ship production, and
everything else that went to win that war.

Now I want to use those same facilities to win the peace, and I know we can do that.
Everybody thought that, when the war suddenly ended, that everything was going to
pot, there wouldn't be any jobs, there wouldn't be any work, there wouldn't be anything
to do. Well, you know what a surprise it has been to everybody during the last 3 years,
since the war ended. There is more work, and more jobs, and more things to be done
than has ever been the case in the history of the world.

We finally have come to the conclusion that we must assume our position as leader in
the world. In 1920 Almighty God, I think, intended for this country to assume that
position, but we turned our backs on it-and see what happened? We can't do that
anymore. We must accept our responsibility, and when we accept our responsibility-
that leadership which God Almighty intended us to assume-there will be peace in the
world. There will be enough for everybody to have the good things in life, not only in
this country but in the rest of the world. We now have more than 61 million people at
work; more jobs than ever before in the history of the country. And the income of the
United States is $200 billion or over. Now that can be continued, if we use our heads
and our judgment.

That is what I am out here to explain to you. And I know how to do that. I know what
to tell you to do. I told the Congress time and time again what they should do to
continue that situation, and I hope eventually we will get action on it. I sincerely hope
that when this severe flood subsides out here, we can immediately go to work and
begin to put in a plan of construction along this river so that it will never happen again;
and by the next time I come out here you won't be afraid of floods, and you won't be
afraid of not having power, not having a lot of other things that will be good for you
when they happen. That will take several years, but I would like to come out and see it,
when it is finished.

Thank you very much.
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Appendix 6 — The Stassen-Dewey Debate

About three weeks before President
Truman made his visit to the Northwest
to see the flood damage, his Republican
opponents met in Portland for a history-
making debate.

Minnesota Governor Harold Stassen and
New York Governor Thomas Dewey held
a debate at the KEX studios in Portland
on May 17, 1948 in advance of
Oregon’s May 215t Republican primary.

The debate was took place in the KEX
studios and was carried by Portland

404 This was also the first time that audio from a
U.S presidential debate was recorded. The
audio is available for download from the

stations KALE, KEX, KGW, and KOIN and
by three national networks (ABC, MBS,
and NBC). The hour-long broadcast was
made without commercials and was
heard by a national audience estimated
at 40 million.

The Portland debate is noteworthy as
being the first presidential debate
broadcast by radio*®* and is credited
with helping Gov. Dewey win the
Oregon primary and eventually the
Republican nomination.

=

The Dewey-Stassen Portland debate May 17, 1948. Gov. Thomas Dewey is standing. His opponent, Gov.
Harold Stassen (dark suit), looks on from the left-hand table. Multnomah County Republican Chairman
Donald Van Boskirk (center table) moderated. Each candidate made a twenty-minute speech followed by
an eight-minute rebuttal.

Note the tour de force of microphone flags from Portland radio stations. (ACME Telephoto)

University of Rochester
http://hdl.handle.net/1802/2134
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Appendix 7 — Telephone Trivia

This Vanport telephone directory was published shortly after the TYler manual
exchange began operating. At the time some facilities retained their prior numbers.
Note the extensive list of services available in the city. The “Hospital” is the Vanport
Permanente hospital, built for Kaiser shipyard workers.

VANPORT TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Administration BldgZeseessscsesesTY 0180

Beauty Shop #lcooo'o-oooooonoooow 015‘7-7

Beauty Shop i:fsoonnooouooooonooo;w 9675
College......................-..TY 0655
CoBl PillessasssnnessonssvnsssassUl 1087
FIRE DEPART, ENTooesessscsesssnsald 01080
Gas Stations: ., -

Gen, PetroleuM,ecesessccnsss Ul 9814

Standard ServicesesessesssssUN 9833
}l%PITAL..I...'....‘............TY 0280
Lucas, Barney Wasiiing Machine...TY 0500
Fost Office...-.......-...Q.....TY 0665

Red Cross - Madora NicholSeeesseTY 0830QJ

Red Cross - Mrs, Robertson,.....TY 0865
Sheriff - Day..............-.-.;TY 0‘005

Nightooo-cooooocoo-oooﬂ 0181&
School or Nurserygoooo-o'oo.o..cn 0380
Theat!‘e...oooo.-llo.coono.tooo-oTY 0035
United Church ::iniStry..oo-on--.TR 9381

Warehouse=-E, Vanport.... o oo.--ooom 2222
Welfare.,.....n..............-Q.TY 0575
liestern Union,ootonco-o-a-o-ooo.oTY 0835
Shopping Center #1: -
Cafe.....'.'..;".'..‘.........;ﬂ 075h
Dmg...oooo-cooooooooaoooo-oo;ﬂ 0735
Groceryooooolooqoooo.oooooo-oo;TY 0795
ueat Muket.’;.v...’..........m 0109
Shopping Center'#3 . T
Grocery..:.....l.....'...‘....n om
Shopping Center #4
caféoooooo.o..vooocoooo;co-co.TY 01065
mug...........l.'...-........H Ole
Dry CleanerSessssssessscssscesll 0230d
GroCeryeessessessassssnrsassesll 0254
Meat uarket...ooocoooouooooooow Olww
Shopping Center #5 N
Dl‘ugS.........n......u-uo..'uu 9760
Groceryﬂ.....'....‘.'..........TY OASA

(Cut on the dotted line and post by your telephone,)
Vanport Telephone Numbers from "The Voice of Vanport" 3/28/47 pg. 4.

Prior to the TYler exchange, lines in
Vanport were served by several Portland
telephone exchanges.

Dick Howard shared how some of the
North Portland telephone exchanges
evolved into the current form:

e MUrdock->ATlantic4->284

e TRinity>ATlantic7->287

e TYler>TWinoaks=>BUtler9->289
e UNiversity->AVenue6->286

In the 1940’s, the number of the
payphone at Howard’s Associated
Service station at Union Avenue and
Lombard was MUrdock-9282. (At the
time 9’s were business lines).

& THANK YOU !

We have given your car Veedol
Safety-Check Lubrication, being
careful to follow the manufacturer's
specifications by our Chek-Chart.

We are keeping a record and will
remind you when your car should be
serviced again.

HOWARD’S ASSOCIATED SERVICE
7509 N.E. Union at Lombard
Phone: MU. 9282
PORTLAND, 11, OREGON

Howard's Associated Service reminder
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reminded to use the word search feature on their viewer to locate content of interest.

People

Austin, Charlie

Austin, Chuck - W7LBV
223,239-241,294

43,247,286

Bake, Phil 91
Bean, Arthur 76
Benedict, Byron “Arkie” 16
Benny, Jack 91
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199,243,289,295
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Dye, Col Willoughby CAP 272
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Franzen, J L 66
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187,235,249-251

Hope, Bob 91
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Knotts, Richard

177,208,235,259-261
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Lewis, Harry - W7JW]  25-27,216,262
Lewis, Mary - W7QGP 262-263
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54,57,189,294,295
Lum ‘n” Abner 91
Maiken, F Harold 264-265
McKay, Governor Douglas 76
McCullough-Lee, Mayor Dorothy 76
Mizuno, Sado 273
Murrow, Edward R 254,256
Naemura, Dr Joe - W7GXA 6,127,266
Oyama, Izumi 273
Parsons, Ed — W7FKZ 200
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232,275-276

54,192,274

Russell, Andy 91
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197,277,296
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Smith, Don - W7DHX 53-54,57,294
Stassen, Governor Harold 310
Stevens, Eldon 152,279
Stevens, Jay W 107
Stewart, Don — W7HBO 206,294
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Truman, President Harry S
94,120-123,271,307
Tyle, Axel — W7CIH 195,285-287

Wiedmaier, Edwin - W7HDN

166,207,294

Williams, Wendel - W7HVX
210,290,294,294

232,280-284
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Wise, George - W7GBW

59,66,203,288
Wise, Hellen - W7RVM 288-289
Wooden, Dr. J L 179
Young, William - W7DCJ 196,290
Places
Alderwood Golf Course 147
Astoria 43,98,174,177,178,

183,200,235,259-260
Beaver Ammunition Depot 175-176

Clatskanie, OR 174-182
Colwood Golf Course 145
Columbia Edgewater Country Club 143
Delta Park 129-140

Denver Ave (Hwy 99W)
11,48,74,115,131-134

East Vanport 138-139
Healy Heights 75
Heron Lakes Golf Course 127-128
Jennings Lodge, OR 247,285
Kelso, WA 116,170-173
Klamath Falls, OR 98,226

Longview, WA  170-173,229,292-293
Medford, OR 99-100,230
Mount Scott 75,85-87
Multnomah County Drainage District
11,141-155
Oaks Park 31,40-47
Peninsula Drainage Dist 1 11-13
Peninsula Drainage Dist 2 11,130-140
Portland Airbase 145-148
Portland-Columbia Airport 116,147-149
Red Cross HQ (Oakland, CA) 187,296
Red Cross HQ (Portland) 1,33-34,51,
54,56-58,83-84,90-91,

105,121,136,160,307
Red Cross HQ (Vancouver) 160
Red Cross (Salem) 97
Riverside Golf & Country Club 143
Rocky Butte 34
Salem, OR 43,66,96-98,116,119,

120,135,145,148,149,

166,193,239-240,301

Sauvie Island 163-167
Silverton, OR 43,275-276
Swan Island 147,177,224,231,236
Tongue Point (Astoria) 176,177,183
Tri-Cities, WA 24-26,262-263
Troutdale, OR 143,152-155,279
Union Ave (Hwy 99E) 115,134,136
Vancouver, WA 158-162
Things

ALCOA Aluminum 153,158-161,220
Amphi-Theatre Drive-In 135,137
Argus 259

BC-611 Handie-Talkie
105,171,299-300

BC-1000 Walkie-Talkie 102,300
Bridge of the Gods 63,116
Burlington Ferry 163,164
Castle Jazz Band, The 285-286

Civil Air Patrol  105-106,221,269-272
Civilian Conservation Corps 212,216

Columbia Agricultural Co 175
Columbia Basin Net 25
De Forest Club of Grant HS - W7FI 244
Hawthorne Bridge 30
Higgins Boats 168-169,181
FP “Peanut” Radiophone 180,301
FX Radiophone 180,302-303

G.I. Joe’s store 136
Interstate Bridge 68,131-134,158
Jackson County Sheriff's Posse 100
Jay W Stevens Disaster Unit 107,247

KALE 75,85,257,310
KAST — Astoria 200
Kennedy School 146
KEX 12,69,73,74,78,200,285,310
KDYQ 286
KFJI — Salem 98
KFLW - Salem 98
KGON (AM) 196, 247
KGPP 247
KGW 12,14,48,67,78,87,120,128,

193,200,210,248,258,285,307,310
KOCO - Salem 96,97,248
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KOIN - 85,89,97,230,285,310
KOZI — Chelan, WA 252-256
KPDQ 40-42
KPKW — Pasco, WA 24
KPQOJ 75,85,257,310
KPQ - Wenatchee 20,230,252-256
KSLM 90,91,193
KVAN 35-39
KW1J 40,43-47
KWSC/KWSU — Pullman, WA 254
KXL 16,92-95,120,307
KYJC — Coos Bay 99
LCM landing craft 180

Lower Columbia ARA - W7DG
229,292-293
Morrison Bridge 28,30
Multnomah County Sheriff 13,34,
53-55,65,80,102,108-109,124

Oregon Army National Guard
101-102,181-182,300,307
Oregon Dept of Forestry 180,301-303

Oregon Inst of Technology — W7YG

43,286-287
Pacific Reserve Fleet 183
Portland Amateur Radio Club 295
Portland Fire Department 55,107

Portland International Raceway 127
Portland Meadows 88,91,105,135

Portland Police 34,60,108-109,247

Portland Radio Supply 166,189
Portland Speedway 135,137
Reynolds Metals 153-154
Salem High School ARC — W7BPN
239-241
Sauvie Island Soil Conservation District
164-166
Steel Bridge 30,31
SX Radiophone 172,279,304
Telephones 110-114,311
Union Ave Auto Court 140
United States Air Force 104
United States Army 101

United States Coast Guard
90-91,103-104,179
United States Naval Reserve
177-182,234-236
Vancouver ARC — W7AOA 160,190,296
Vanport College ARC - W7NXP 297-298

Vanport Hams 66
Vanport Record Shop 63
Vanport Wrecking Co 125
WARTS 25-27
Whitaker School 84,146
Woodlawn School 146

Works Progress Administration 66, 147
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Dan Howard lives just a few miles
from the historic site of Vanport.

His interests in ham radio operating and
vintage radio collecting date from the
1970’s, being inspired by his mother and
father, both hams.

We were first introduced to Dr. Joe

Naemura through our shared interest in
radio. Now, we are so blessed to count
the Naemura family among our friends.

The story of building Vanport and its
eventual loss is well-known. However,
So many stories remain to be told.
Learning the Naemura family’s personal
story of loss, and the unique connection
to radio, inspired us to dig deeper to
discover and preserve radio’s special
place in the mosaic. It was our pleasure
to bring to light the many stories of self-
sacrifice and heroism amongst
commercial broadcasters and amateurs
alike.

| n oar t t
Vanport historical marker 2024

Dan enjoys researching and writing
about radio history and his stories have
been published in humerous
publications.

Though not currently active on the air,
Dan first became a licensed amateur
radio operator fifty years ago and holds
a (code required) General class license.
Dan and his father are charter members
of the Northwest Vintage Radio Society.
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